
WELCOME 
If you are alienated or upset, we welcome you lovingly. 

If you are in need of forgiveness, Jesus forgives you completely—with unconditional love. 

If you have been hurt by the Church, we are truly sorry. 

If you are angry, Jesus offers you peace. 

If life has become burdensome, we are here to support you. 

We are happy you are here and want you to stay. 

We would like to share our lives with you. 

Come join us each week so we can worship God together. 
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Parish Staff 
 

Rev. Richard T. Conway–Parish Priest 

rtconway@comcast.net 

Amanda Roberts – Faith Formation Director 

amroberts@comcast.net 

Irene Bonner – Business Manager 

ibonner@comcast.net 

Joe Galluzzo – RCIA Coordinator 

joe.galluzzo@comcast.net; 978-314-3404  

Yvonne Gobis – Liturgical Music Coordinator 

ygobis@comcast.net; 978-452-0831 

Karen Bailey – Communications Coordinator 

kbailey07@comcast.net 

Laura Szekely – Funeral Ministry 

lcszekely@gmail.com 

Summer Mass Schedule 
 

Saturday 4:00 pm 

Sunday at 10:00 am 

 

Weekdays as announced 

 

 

Parish Office 
 

978-683-8922 

Fax: 978-689-8878 

 

Office Hours:   

Tuesday-Friday  

9:30 am to 4:30 pm 

Marriage 
Please contact the Parish Office at least six months in advance. Participation in both a parish and a dioce-

san preparation is required of all couples. 

 

RCIA 
Adults interested in baptism or joining the Catholic Church should contact Joe Galluzzo at 978-314-3404  

or joe.galluzzo@comcast.net. 

 

Anointing and Pastoral Care of  the Sick 
Please contact the Parish Office when a parishioner is seriously ill or goes into the hospital. Staff and 

Communion Ministers bring communion to those who are infirm. Sacrament of the Sick is celebrated com-

munally in the spring and the fall. 

 

Baptism 
Celebrated regularly at Sunday Eucharist. Mandatory parent preparation sessions are held at church eve-

ry other month. Please contact the Parish Office four months prior to the intended Baptism date. 
 

A Stewardship Parish 
 

Building a Catholic community of commitment, passion and love 

Celebrating our faith through dynamic liturgy and a rich sacramental life 

Welcoming all into the warmth of our parish family 

Sharing the gifts God entrusted to us 

Striving to learn, live and share our faith 
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FROM FATHER RICK 

Dear Friends, 

 

THANK YOU! 
A word of sincere thanks to all who sent or offered greetings on the occasion of my 33rd anniver-
sary of ordination.  
 

SUMMER MASS SCHEDULE 
Our Summer Weekend Mass Schedule—Saturday at 4:00 pm and Sunday at 10:00 am—extends 
through September 17/18, our Feastday Weekend. Weekdays as announced. 
 

WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE THIS WEEK 
Wednesday at 6:00 pm 
Thursday at 12:10 pm 
Friday at 12:10 pm 
 

ANNUAL APPEAL 
Please prayerfully consider your level of participation today and make a pledge or a contribution. 
As of Tuesday, June 14, we are at $59,091 from 174 households on the way to $59,529. We have 

been at 99% for 3 weeks now. We have yet to raise $338.33. 
 

FROM POPE FRANCIS 
To say ôthis or nothingõ is not Catholic, it is heretic. 
 

The Pope made this strong statement during his homily at morning Mass in the Casa Santa Marta today, re-
ported Vatican Radio. 
 

Criticizing this mentality, the Pope reminded those gathered that Jesus called for ôhealthy realism,õ which He 
taught to His disciples. Francis exhorted faithful to let go of this rigidity which prevents faithful from recon-
ciling among themselves. He recalled how in Jesusõ time the people were divided among themselves since those 
that were teaching were not coherent in their life witness. 
 

òHow many times do we in the Church hear these things: how many times!  ôBut that priest, that man or that 
woman from the Catholic Action, that bishop, or that Pope tell us we must do this this way!õ and then they do 
the opposite. This is the scandal that wounds the people and prevents the people of God from growing and go-
ing forward. It doesnõt free them.ó 
 

òIn addition,ó he continued, òthese people had seen the rigidity of those scribes and Pharisees and when a 
prophet came to give them a bit of joy, they (the scribes and Pharisees) persecuted them and even murdered 
them; there was no place for prophets there. And Jesus said to them, to the Pharisees: ôyou have killed the 
prophets, you have persecuted the prophets: those who were bringing fresh air.õó 
 

Jesus, the Jesuit Pope stressed, wants us to let go of these non-Christian, extreme ideas and to remember and 
live out the Commandments by loving God and our neighbor. 
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The Pontiff also warned against insulting others, noting when one insults oneõs brother it is akin to giving ôa 
slap to his spirit.õ Francis also decried when a man of the Church acts contrary to what he says, noting this is 
ôa scandal.õ 
 

Before concluding, the Pope urged those gathered to always ôfollowing healthy realism,õ and never idealism 
nor rigidity. 
 
I wish you Godõs peace, 
Fr. Rick            

Stewardship Reflection  

  

òIf anyone wishes to come after me, he must  
deny himself and take up his cross daily  

and follow me.ó  Luke 9:23 
 

We are not very good at “denying ourselves” 
in our society. Our current economic situation 
is evidence of what happens when people 
think they can have everything they 
want.  Jesus calls us to set our own personal 
“wants” aside so that we have the resources to 
follow Him instead.  

Parish Community  

Prayer Intentions  
  
  
  

At our parishionersô request or with permission,  
we list those who are sick or in the hospital  
and wish to be remembered in our prayers: 

  

The names in the Parish Community Prayer 
Intention list are not included in the web ver-
sion of the bulletin in order to maintain the 
privacy of those individuals. 
  

In Service  
PO3 Stuart Bangs, USCG, Sean Hodgdon, USAF, Cpl 
Chris Carey, USMC, SFC John B. Nicholas, USA, SGT 
Jean-Paul Fitzpatrick, USA, SGT Vincent Amasula, 
USA, CDR Paul Giguere, USN, 1st Lt. Stephen 
Draheim, USA, Col. James Coffey, USAF, Lyle 
Shackelford, Pvt. Alexander Sabu, USA, Genôl. R. Ste-
ve Whitcomb, USA, Col. Brian P. Bedell, USA, Capt. 
Lauren Whitcomb, USA, BG Patrick J. Donahue, USA, BG 
Brian P. Donahue, USA, Cpt. Michael McGaffigan, USA, Lt. 
Jesse Salisbury, USA F, Sgt. Maureen Galvin, USA, SpOps, 
Lt. Commander Kevin B. OôBrien, USN, Miko Belonia, Maj. 
Tony Hoffman, USA, Maj. Ross Coffman, USA, Maj. Garth 
Howe, USA, Chief Warrant Officer II Michael Morris, USA, 
Captain Matthew Mancini, USA, Sgt. Ellen Barnes OôConnor, 
USA, Pvt. Adam James Mazza, USA, Pvt. Joseph D. Gagnon, 
USM 

Money Matters 
On the weekend of June 11/12 
Weekly donations:  $3,992.00 

Special Collection Next Weekendð
Peterôs Pence Collection 

  
  

Be a Witness of Charity: Next weekend, June 25/26, 
our diocese will take up the Peterôs Pence Collection, 
which provides the Holy Father with the funds he needs 
to carry out his charitable works around the world. The 
proceeds benefit the most disadvantaged: victims of 
war, oppression, and disasters. Join our Holy Father as 
a witness of charity to those who are suffering. Please 
visit www.usccb.org/ppc for more information. 
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Advent Reconciliation Service  
Thursday, December 17, 7:00 pm 

Question of the Week:  
Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

  
Breaking Open the Word  
Suggested faith sharing text: Today’s Gospel 

  
Step One: Listen to the Word  
As you hear this reading, what words or 
phrases strike you? What in this reading touch-
es your heart? What words are repeated over 
and over again? 
 
Step Two: Look into Your Life  
Question for Children:  What special qualities 
do you have that make you a follower of Jesus? 
 

Question for Youth:  How would you describe 
Jesus to himself? 
 

Question for Adults:  How do you wear 
Christ? 

  

Wednesday, June 22 
Weekday Mass 
  

6:00 pm: Father’s Day Novena 

 

Thursday, June 23 
Weekday Mass 
  

12:10 pm: Memorial Mass for Richard  
      Guilbeault  

 

Friday, June 24 
Solemnity of the Nativity of St. John the 
Baptist  
  

12:10 pm: Father’s Day Novena 

 

Readings for the week of June 19, 2016 
 
Sunday:  Zec 12:10-11; 13:1; Ps 63:2-6, 8-9;  
  Gal 3:26-29; Lk 9:18-24 
Monday: 2 Kgs 17:5-8, 13-15a, 18; Ps 60:3-5,  
  12-13; Mt 7:1-5 
Tuesday: 2 Kgs 19:9b-11, 14-21, 31-35a, 36;  
  Ps 48:2-4, 10-11; Mt 7:6, 12-14 
Wednesday: 2 Kgs 22:8-13; 23:1-3; Ps 119:33-37, 
  40; Mt 7:15-20 
Thursday: 2 Kgs 24:8-17; Ps 106:1b-5;  
  Mt 7:21-29 
Friday:  Vigil: Jer 1:4-10; Ps 71:1-6, 15, 17;  
  1 Pt 1:8-12; Lk 1:5-17 
  Day: Is 49:1-6; Ps 139:1-3, 13-15;  
  Acts 13:22-26; Lk 1:57-66, 80 
Saturday: Lam 2:2, 10-14, 18-19; Ps 74:1b-7,  
  20-21; Mt 8:15-17 
Next Sunday: 1 Kgs 19:16b, 19-21; Ps 16:1-2, 5,  
  7-11; Gal 5:1, 13-18; Lk 9:51-62 

Sunday, June 26 
Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
  

10:00 am: Father’s Day Novena; **Tom &  
     Mary Ciaccia 50th Anniversary  
     Renewal of Vows 

 

Saturday, June 25 
Vigil, Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
  

4:00 pm: Father’s Day Novena 

 

Sunday, June 19 
Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
  

10:00 am: Father’s Day Novena 

 

Saturday, June 18 
Vigil, Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
  

4:00 pm: Father’s Day Novena 

 
 
 
 
 

God bless all of our fathers— 

near and far, living and deceased, those  

related to us and those who nurture us  

like a father whether related or not.  

Happy Father’s Day! Y 

There are only two duties God requires of usé 
the love of God and the love of neighbor. The more we 

grow in the love of our neighbor, the more we grow  
in the love of God. ðSt. Teresa of Avila 
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Bread & Roses Food Drop 
Off is this weekend, 

 June 18/19. 
  

And mark your calendar for 
July 16/17 and August 13/14! 

  

St. Robertôs is responsible for meal 
preparation for the Bread & Roses Hospitality House in 
Lawrence once per month all year. It can get a little tricky 
in the summer with parishioners on vacation. Help us 
beat the summer slow down in July and August! 
  
What do we need every month? We supply food to 
feed 150 people a nutritious, hot meal of tacos and sal-
ad. Thatôs a lot of food and every donationðno matter 
how smallðhelps! Hereôs what we need: 

  

¶ Cooked ground beef (50+ pounds) 

¶ Tortillas (20 packages of 8-inch (medium) size) 

¶ Shredded cheese (30 pounds) 

¶ Salsa (6 large jugs or equivalent) 

¶ Taco seasoning (25-30 packets) 

¶ Lettuce (16 heads) 

¶ Cucumbers (15) 

¶ Tomatoes (48 medium/large) 

   

Itõs easyñjust drop off food donations when you 
come to Mass next weekend. Non-perishables can be 
left in the bin in the vestibule of the church. Perishable 
items are collected in the Driscoll Hall kitchen on Sun-
day morning before the end of the 10:00 am Mass.  

  
  

Questions? For more information, contact Marian & 
David Magnan at marmagnan@gmail.com or 978-683-
8969, or Lisa Lattari at lisa.lattari@gmail.com or 978-
749-3736. Or traveling on a Bread & Roses weekend 
but still want to contribute? Get in touch with Marian or 
Lisa and they would be happy to help work out a drop 
off option. Learn more about Bread and Roses at 
www.breadandroseslawrence.org. Thank you for your 
continuing generosity!  
  
Need reminders? Pick up a set of stickers for your cal-
endar. They are in the vestibule on top of the Bread & 
Roses bin by the bathroom. Or sign up for the commu-
nity service email list to receive regular updates about 
volunteer and charity opportunities in the parish and the 
local community. Just send an email to kbai-
ley07@comcast.net to get onto the list. 

 

Buy local! Two ideas: 
 

Farmers To You: is a group of 55 Vermont 
farmers who take orders for their farm goods 
online and deliver the ordered items to vari-
ous locations. The SHED Children’s Campus 
on Phillips Street is one of those locations! Not 
quite a CSA—there is no membership fee and 
you get to choose what gets delivered—it’s a 
fun way to get into exploring fresh and local 
on a weekly basis. Learn more at 
www.farmerstoyou.com  

 

Andover Famerõs Market: opens this week-
end and runs through October 8th—every Sat-
urday behind the Andover Historical Society 
in downtown Andover.  

Jubilee Year of Mercyñ
December 8, 2015 to 
November 20, 2016 

  

Weekly Reflection: Silence is 
golden. Pope Francis says, “In 
order to be capable of mercy, 
therefore, we must first of all 
dispose ourselves to listen to the 

Word of God. This means rediscovering the 
value of silence in order to meditate on the 
Word that comes to us. In this way, it will be 
possible to contemplate God’s mercy and 
adopt it as our lifestyle.” (Misericordiae Vultus 
#13)  



Pope Francis concludes the 
encyclical Laudato Si: On Care 
for Our Common Home with 
these two prayers (#246): 
“The first we can share with 
all who believe in a God who 

is the all-powerful Creator, while in the other 
we Christians ask for inspiration to take up the 
commitment to creation set before us by the 
Gospel of Jesus.” As we conclude Laudato Si 
Week this weekend, cut them out or keep the 
page to help you remember to offer these pray-
ers and to maintain your commitment to the 
care of our common home. 

ANDOVER/TEWKSBURY 
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A prayer for our earth  
 

All -powerful God, you are present in the 
whole universe and in the smallest of your 
creatures. You embrace with your tenderness 
all that exists. Pour out upon us the power of 
your love, that we may protect life and beau-
ty. Fill us with peace, that we may live   
as brothers and sisters, harming no one. 
 

O God of the poor, help us to rescue the aban-
doned and forgotten of this earth, so precious 
in your eyes. Bring healing to our lives,  that 
we may protect the world and not prey on it, 
that we may sow beauty, not pollution and 
destruction.  
 

Touch the hearts of those who look only for 
gain at the expense of the poor and the earth. 
Teach us to discover the worth of each thing, 
to be filled with awe and contemplation,  
to recognize that we are profoundly united  
with every creature as we journey towards 
your infinite light.  
 

We thank you for being with us each day.  
Encourage us, we pray, in our struggle 
for justice, love and peace. 
 

Amen. 

A Christian prayer in union with creation  
 

Father, we praise you with all your creatures.   
They came forth from your all -powerful hand;  
they are yours, filled with your presence and 
your tender love.  
Praise be to you! 
 

Son of God, Jesus, through you all things were 
made. You were formed in the womb of Mary 
our Mother, you became part of this earth, and 
you gazed upon this world with human eyes. 
Today you are alive in every creature in your 
risen glory.  
Praise be to you! 
 

Holy Spirit, by your light you guide this 
world towards the Father’s love and accompa-
ny creation as it groans in travail. You also 
dwell in our hearts  and you inspire us to do 
what is good. 
Praise be to you! 
 

Triune Lord, wondrous community of infinite 
love, teach us to contemplate you in the beau-
ty of the universe, for all things speak of you. 
Awaken our praise and thankfulness for every 
being that you have made. Give us the grace 
to feel profoundly joined to everything that is.  
 

God of love, show us our place in this world  
as channels of your love for all the creatures of 
this earth, for not one of them is forgotten in 
your sight. Enlighten those who possess pow-
er and money that they may avoid the sin of 
indifference, that they may love the common 
good, advance the weak, and care for this 
world in which we live. The poor and the 
earth are crying out. O Lord, seize us with 
your power and light, help us to protect all 
life, to prepare for a better future, for the com-
ing of your Kingdom of justice, peace, love 
and beauty. 
Praise be to you! 
 

Amen. 
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Find time to tend your spirit and grow in your faith this summer! 

Monasteries of the Heart eRetreat 
www.monasteriesoftheheart.org/curriculum/lectio-divina-summer-experience 

 

Lectio Divina: a Summer ExperienceñJuly 11 to August 5 
Lectio Divina, reflective sacred reading, has deep roots in Benedictine spirituality. In this eRetreat you will be invited to 
use a number of Godôs textsðscripture, poetry, music and yogaðas ways to engage in a lifelong conversation with 
God. Three sisters and one oblate of the Benedictine Sisters of Erie will serve as your guides. For this four-week online 
retreat, delivered via email on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, you will discover how the wonders of the sacred 
text, musical selections, poetry and the physical experience of yoga can stretch the soul. Cost is $25. 

 
Campion Renewal Center Day Retreats 

www.campioncenter.org, 781-419-1337, acopponi@campioncenter.org 

  
Experiencing the Love of God in Everyday LifeðSaturday, July 16, 9:30 am to 4:00 pm 

Jesus calls his disciples to ñcome apart and rest awhile.ò Afterward He commissions them to go out and share what 
they have experienced. This day will focus on receiving the love of God in order to go out and share it with others. Di-
rector: Kathy Simisky. Cost is $40.  

 

Mary and Elizabeth: Models of CompanionshipðSaturday, August 13, 9:30 am to 4:00 pm 
What kind of companionship do I need or desire, and who offers that to me? How well do I companion others? Mary 
and Elizabeth offer a model of companionship, not just for women, but for anyone who is seeking companionship or 
looking to be a better companion. Director: Judith Talvacchia. Cost is $40. 
 

Notre Dame Spirituality Center Five-Day Guided Retreat 
www.notredamesc.org/programs.htm#FIVEDAYGUIDEDRETREAT 

30 Jeffreys Neck Rd., Ipswich, MA; 978-380-1574; ndscips@sndden.org 

 

The Summer Name of GodðAugust 1 - 6, 2016, Five-Day Guided Retreat 
In conversation with Pope Francisô Encyclical, Laudato Si, we come to celebrate the summer name of God as we reflect 
upon earth, air, fire and water as revelations of God's grace and graciousness. This guided retreat will include reflec-
tions from both presenters as well as opportunity for individual spiritual conversations. Come away to celebrate together 
the goodness of our Mother Earth in God. Presenters: Nancy Sheridan, SASV; Monica Verploegen. Cost: $345. 
 

Boston College C21 Online Summer Offerings 
www.bc.edu/schools/stm/crossroads/homepage.html 

  

Sacraments in Catholic Life: July 27 to August 30 (5 weeks); Course fee: $50 
Explore the sacramental life of the Church with this overview of sacramentality and the seven sacraments. Time com-
mitment is approximately 4 hours per week, including reading and online interaction time. All resources are provided via 
the course website. 

 

Spiritual Practices: August 3-23 (3 weeks); Course fee: $25 
This course provides guided discussion around the Spring 2009 issue of C21 Resources, a publication of Boston Col-
lege's Church in the 21st Century Center. This issue, entitled ñCatholic Spirituality in Practice,ò edited by Dr. Colleen 
Griffith, contains over 20 short, informative articles centered on various spiritual practices including the examen, praying 
with images, hospitality, and retreats, which are mostly reprinted from a variety of journals such as America, Religion 
East & West, and Weavings. Time commitment is approximately 4 hours per week, including reading and online interac-
tion time. All resources are provided via the course website. 
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Saint of the Week: John the Baptist,  
Preacher and Martyr, First Century 

 

John was the son of Zachary, a priest of the Temple in Jerusalem, 
and Elizabeth, a cousin of Mary. He was born after the angel Ga-
briel had told Zachary that his wife would bear a son even though 
she was an old woman (at that time, old might have meant some-
one in their late thirties). 
 

Following the Annunciation, Mary came to assist her cousin dur-
ing her pregnancy, an event known as the Visitation. Luke (1:57-
80) then gives a marvelous account of Johnôs birth and of his nam-
ing, and tells us that ñThe child grew and became strong in spirit, 
and he was in the wilderness until the day he appeared publicly to 
Israel.ò 
 

About the year 27 when he was around thirty years old, John be-
gan preaching on the banks of the Jordan against the evils of the 
time. He called for repentance and baptism, warning that "the 
kingdom of heaven has come near" (Mt 3:2).  His preaching at-
tracted large crowds and, when Jesus came to him, John recog-
nized him as the Messiah. John tried to discourage Jesus from be-

ing baptized, saying, ñI need to be baptized by you and do you come to me?ô Scripture continues: ñBut Jesus 
answered him, óLet it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousnessò (Mt 4:14-15). 
 

When Jesus began his public ministry in Galilee, John continued to preach along the Jordan. Herod Antipas, 
the tetrarch of Perea and Galilee, became fearful of John's great power among the people. After John con-
demned Herodôs adulterous and incestuous marriage to Herodias, wife of Herod's half-brother, Herod had 
John arrested and imprisoned. 
 

Knowing John to be a righteous and holy man, Herod initially planned no further action than his imprison-
ment. This was to change, however. During a celebration for Herodôs birthday, Herodiasô daughter, Salome, 
danced for the guests. So impressed was Herod and the others present that he offered anything she would 
ask for, ñeven half of my kingdom.ò Salome consulted her mother who told her to ask for Johnôs head on a 
platter. While Herod regretted his offer, he could not back down in front of his guests and ordered John be-
headed. The head was presented to Salome who then gave it to her mother. 
 

John's preaching inspired many of Christ's followers, among them the apostles, Andrew and John, who first 
came to know Jesus through John's teaching. He is presented as the last of the Old Testament prophets and 
the precursor of the Messiah. 
 

We celebrate the birth of St. John the Baptist's by a Solemnity on June 24. His martyrdom is remembered in 
memorial on August 29. 
 

Johnôs message today: Scripture tells us that John was ñThe voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
óPrepare the way of the Lord, make his path straightôò (Matthew 3:3). John was the voice of which Isaiah 
prophesied a few thousand years ago. This message is as valid today as it was in both Isaiahôs and Johnôs 
time. 
 

¶ Have you prepared the way of the Lord in your life? Will you be ready when he comes? 
 
Image: Detail of John baptizing Jesus, from the window in the Seton Room at St. Robertôs. 
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TWELFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK: 
THIRTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 
A reading from the first Book of Kings 19:16b, 19-21 
 
The Lord said to Elijah: ñYou shall anoint Elisha, son of Shaphat of Abelmeholah, as prophet to succeed 
you.ò 
 
Elijah set out and came upon Elisha, son of Shaphat, as he was plowing with twelve yoke of oxen; he was 
following the twelfth. Elijah went over to him and threw his cloak over him. Elisha left the oxen, ran after 
Elijah, and said, ñPlease, let me kiss my father and mother goodbye, and I will follow you.ò Elijah an-
swered, ñGo back! Have I done anything to you?ò Elisha left him, and taking the yoke of oxen, slaugh-
tered them; he used the plowing equipment for fuel to boil their flesh, and gave it to his people to eat. 
Then Elisha left and followed Elijah as his attendant. 
 
 
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Galatians 5:1, 13-18 
 
Brothers and sisters: For freedom Christ set us free; so stand firm and do not submit again to the yoke of 
slavery. 
 
For you were called for freedom, brothers and sisters. But do not use this freedom as an opportunity for 
the flesh; rather, serve one another through love. For the whole law is fulfilled in one statement, namely, 
You shall love your neighbor as yourself. But if you go on biting and devouring one another, beware that 
you are not consumed by one another. 
 
I say, then: live by the Spirit and you will certainly not gratify the desire of the flesh. For the flesh has de-
sires against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; these are opposed to each other, so that you may 
not do what you want. But if you are guided by the Spirit, you are not under the law. 
 
 
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 9:51-62 
 
When the days for Jesusô being taken up were fulfilled, he resolutely determined to journey to Jerusalem, 
and he sent messengers ahead of him. On the way they entered a Samaritan village to prepare for his re-
ception there, but they would not welcome him because the destination of his journey was Jerusalem. 
When the disciples James and John saw this they asked, ñLord, do you want us to call down fire from 
heaven to consume them?ò Jesus turned and rebuked them, and they journeyed to another village. 
 
As they were proceeding on their journey someone said to him, ñI will follow you wherever you go.ò Je-
sus answered him, ñFoxes have dens and birds of the sky have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to 
rest his head.ò 
 
And to another he said, ñFollow me.ò But he replied, ñLord, let me go first and bury my father.ò But he 
answered him, ñLet the dead bury their dead. But you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.ò And anoth-
er said, ñI will follow you, Lord, but first let me say farewell to my family at home.ò To him Jesus said, 
ñNo one who sets a hand to the plow and looks to what was left behind is fit for the kingdom of God.ò 
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