
WELCOME 
If you are alienated or upset, we welcome you lovingly. 

If you are in need of forgiveness, Jesus forgives you completely—with unconditional love. 

If you have been hurt by the Church, we are truly sorry. 

If you are angry, Jesus offers you peace. 

If life has become burdensome, we are here to support you. 

We are happy you are here and want you to stay. 

We would like to share our lives with you. 

Come join us each week so we can worship God together. 
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Parish Staff 
 

Rev. Richard T. Conway–Parish Priest 

rtconway@comcast.net 

 

Irene Bonner – Business Manager 

ibonner@comcast.net 

 

Joe Galluzzo – RCIA Coordinator 

joe.galluzzo@comcast.net; 978-314-3404  
 

Yvonne Gobis – Liturgical Music Coordinator 

ygobis@comcast.net; 978-452-0831 

 

Karen Bailey – Communications Coordinator 

kbailey07@comcast.net 

 

Laura Szekely – Funeral Ministry 

lcszekely@gmail.com 

Summer Mass Schedule 
 

Saturday 4:00 pm 

Sunday at 10:00 am 

 

Weekdays as announced 

 

 

Parish Office 
 

978-683-8922 

Fax: 978-689-8878 

 

Office Hours:   

Tuesday-Friday  

9:30 am to 4:30 pm 

Marriage 
Please contact the Parish Office at least six months in advance. Participation in both a parish and a dioce-

san preparation is required of all couples. 

 

RCIA 
Adults interested in baptism or joining the Catholic Church should contact Joe Galluzzo at 978-314-3404  

or joe.galluzzo@comcast.net. 

 

Anointing and Pastoral Care of  the Sick 
Please contact the Parish Office when a parishioner is seriously ill or goes into the hospital. Staff and 

Communion Ministers bring communion to those who are infirm. Sacrament of the Sick is celebrated com-

munally in the spring and the fall. 
 

Baptism 
Celebrated regularly at Sunday Eucharist. Mandatory parent preparation sessions are held at church eve-

ry other month. Please contact the Parish Office four months prior to the intended Baptism date. 
 

A Stewardship Parish  
 

Building a Catholic community of commitment, passion and love 

Celebrating our faith through dynamic liturgy and a rich sacramental life 

Welcoming all into the warmth of our parish family 

Sharing the gifts God entrusted to us 

Striving to learn, live and share our faith 
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Our Summer Weekend Mass Schedule, which is Saturday at 4:00 pm and Sunday at 10:00 am, ex-
tends through September 17/18, our Feastday Weekend. 
  

3'(2ɯ6$$*$-# 
In any parting, there is sadness, hope, expectation and joy, but perhaps most of all, are The Memories! That is 
what we experience this weekend as we offer thanks and bid farewell to Amanda Roberts.  

 

In interviewing people these days there are questions you just canõt ask. Back in 2002, members of the search 
committee to find a replacement for Betty Pendergast gathered around a phone in the rectory office to speak to 
an Amanda Roberts. She was out in Oregon and had applied for the position. All went well in the interview 
and we invited her to come to St. Robertõs for a face to face meeting. After that call, I had a question I couldnõt 
ask. I swore when we hung up that she spoke with an Irish brogue!!!! Wasnõt I surprised when I finally asked 
and she told me that she was born in Argentina and speaks fluent Spanish. Those two meetings were the be-
ginning of a 14-year journey. A journey of change and growth for all of us. 

 

I remember clearly the òDay of the FedEx MessagesóñMay 30, 2004ñthat day in the Archdiocese when, af-
ter a slew of meetings, 55 parishes were to get the message whether they would continue to exist or would be 
closed. Amanda, Irene, and I all stood frozen in the parish office waiting for the Fed Ex delivery scheduled to 
all parishes for 10:45 am. It arrived and, with shaking hands, I opened the packet and just smiledñwe sur-
vived. I remember most of all the tears and the embrace the three of us shared that day.  

 

There are so many other memories (the beginnings of GOF, the òBook Signing,ó the staff dinners, Dinner 4 8, 
and so much more. I could share but there is neither room nor time.  

 

As I reflect on Faith Formation, I firmly believe we have come a long way and have been on the cutting edge of 
that church ministry for the last decade; because of Amandaõs openness and willingness and most especially 
her hard work. There was many the day or week, when I would say: òWhat are you doing here? Go home!ó 

 

Her openness to solicit evaluation, listen to responses, and to respond has been the hallmark of the Genera-
tions of Faith program over these years at St. Robertõs. She has willingly and generously shared her many 
gifts with this community and it is òright and justó that we give thanks! 

 

Amanda leaves us to begin a new phase of life and ministry. One aspect of her new position over which I am 
excited for her is the opportunity to use her Spanish language in ministry. Which is just one of the many gifts 
she brings to St. Augustineõs IN VIRGINIA.  

 

We bid farewell to a highly intelligent, faith-filled woman of prayer who has graced our lives for over a decade. 
Godõs Speed Amanda we send you off with our love and our hope. 

 

This might seem a little weird but as I was writing this farewell, the tune of a hymn was running over and 
over in my mind. It is the refrain of the Song of Farewell that we sing at every funeral. It is rooted in an Irish 
Blessing. So I looked at it and thought well, this really fits. If we believe in the Paschal Mystery, if we believe 
in life after life, if we believe that our true home is in heaven then there is nothing but hope and best wishes in 
this hymn. It is our prayer for you, that: 
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The hand of God shall hold you, the peace of God enfold you 
The love that dreamed and formed you still surrounds you here today 
The light of God beside you, above, beneath inside you 
The light that shines to guide you home to the loving hand of God 

 

Saint Augustine in Richmondõs gain is Saint Robert Bellarmine in Andoverõs loss! 
 

%1.,ɯ/./$ɯ%1 -"(2 
Although no weekday homilies, Pope Francisõ reflection on last Sundayõs Gospel shared at his An-
gelus Address in St. Peterõs Square is worth reading. This is a summary translated by Zenit News. 

 

Receiving a guest into our home doesnõt require so many things, says Pope Francis, as only one thing is nec-
essary: listening to the guest, hearing the thoughts of his heart, so that he feels he is truly among family. 
This was the Popeõs reflection today before praying the midday Angelus with those gathered in St. Peterõs 
Square. Commenting on the Gospel of today from Luke, which recounts the story of Mary and Martha receiv-
ing Jesus in their home, the Holy Father spoke about the virtue of hospitality. 

 

òIn busying herself and doing things, Martha runs the risk of forgettingñand this is the problemñthe pres-
ence of her guest, which in this case is Jesus,ó the Pope explained. òShe forgets the presence of her guest.ó 
The Holy Father said that a guestñany guest, not just Jesusñdoesnõt need only to be served and fed. òAbove 
all it is necessary that he is listened to,ó he said. With listening, a guest is welcomed as òa person, with his 
history, his heart rich in sentiments and thoughts, so that he might feel truly that he is among family.ó 
Failing to do this, the Pope said, is like treating the guest like a rock. 

 

òA guest must be listened to,ó Francis emphasized, adding, òCertainly, the answer Jesus gives Marthañ
when he tells her that only one thing is necessaryñfinds its full meaning in reference to hearing the word of 
Jesus himself, this word that enlightens and sustains all that we are and all that we do. If we are going to 
pray, for example, before a crucifix, and we talk and talk and talk and then we leave, we donõt listen to Jesus. 
We donõt allow him to speak to our hearts.ó 

 

Lost virtue  
Pope Francis said that in understanding hospitality in this wayñwith an emphasis on listening so as to re-
spect the personhood of guestsñwe see that it is a human and Christian virtue, and one that òruns the risk of 
being left aside.ó 

 

There is an increasing number of guest houses and types of accommodations, he said, òbut in these places, a 
true hospitality isnõt always lived out.ó Are the stories of the ill, the marginalized, the refugee, the migrant 
listened to, he asked. òEven in oneõs own house, among oneõs own family, itõs easier to find service and care of 
various types than listening and welcome,ó the Pope lamented. 

 

òToday we are so busy and in such a hurry, with so many problems, some of which are unimportant, that we 
lack the capacity to listen. We are constantly busy and thus we donõt have time to listen,ó he said. 

 

The Pope then turned his reflection to questions: òYou, husband, do you have time to listen to your wife? 
You, wife, do you have time to listen to your husband? You, parents, do you have time, time to lose so as to 
listen to your children, or your grandparents, the elderly?ó Grandparents, especially, he said, need to be 
heard. òI ask you to learn to listen and dedicate more time to this,ó the Pope concluded. òIn the capacity to 
listen is the root of peace.ó 
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Jubilee Year of Mercyñ
December 8, 2015 to  
November 20, 2016 

  

Weekly Reflection: Pope 

Francis says, òMercy will 

always be greater than any 

sin, and no one can place 

limits on the love of God who is ever 

ready to forgive.ó What holds you back 

from asking for Godõs mercy?  

Stewardship Reflection  
 
òAsk and you will receive; seek and you will find; knock 
and the door will be opened to you.ó  ñLuke 11:9 

 
Jesus assures us that if we ask Him, God will take 
care of what we need. The problem is that in our cul-
ture we often confuse what we really  need with 
what we simply  want . Many people need very lit-
tle. However, we usually  want  so much more. A 
good steward only asks God for what he needs. 

+(341&8ɯ3./("2 
Another piece about the Altar.  

 

The Altar   
Have you ever noticed the priest kiss the altar at the beginning and end of Mass? This graceful act highlights 
the significance of the altar as a central symbol of our worship life. 

 

Apart from the introduction of the use of the vernacular at Mass, the change in the location of the altarñ
away from the back wall of the church and into the midst of the assemblyñis probably the most obvious effect 
of the Second Vatican Council. This change allowed people to gather more easily around the altar. Two related 
changes were also mandated by the Council. In the preðVatican II liturgy, because the priest alone performed 
most of the liturgical functions, a long altar was needed so that the two readings could be proclaimed from op-
posite ends of the altar while remaining separate from the eucharistic action, which took place in the center of 
the altar. Such an elongated table is no longer necessary. Secondly, because communion should be given from 
the sacrifice just enacted on the altar, the tabernacle was removed from the main altar. This maintains the in-
tegrity of both altar and tabernacle as sites of Christõs presence in the church. We have grown in our aware-
ness of Christõs presence in the gathered assembly, in the proclamation of the word, in the person of the priest 
and in the eucharistic elements. We have been less attentive to the symbolic significance of the altar itself. 

 

The Rite of Dedication of an Altar (which most often takes place during the dedication of the church in which 
the altar is located) gives us a glimpse of the significance of this symbol. In that rite, the altar is sprinkled with 
water, anointed with chrism and incensed by the bishop in a pattern much like our initiation rituals. It is then 
clothed with an altar cloth and adorned with lighted candles. These rituals leave no doubt that the altar is òthe 
midpoint between heaven and earth.ó With the ancient images of Abrahamõs altar of sacrifice and the table of 
the Last Supper firmly rooted in our tradition, we encircle our parish altar, confident that God is present in 
our midst. 
 

Copyright © 1997 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications, 1800 North Hermitage Avenue, Chicago IL 60622-1101; 
1-800-933-1800. Text by Kathy Luty.  

 
Pray for peace, 
Fr. Rick  
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Advent Reconciliation Service  
Thursday, December 17, 7:00 pm 

Question of the Week:  
Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

  
Breaking Open the Word  
Suggested faith sharing text: Todayõs Gospel 
  
Step One: Listen to the Word  
As you hear this reading, what words or 
phrases strike you? What in this reading touch-
es your heart? What lingers in your memory?  
 
Step Two: Look into Your Life  
Question for Children:  Prayer is talking with 
God and listening to God in our hearts. Where 
do you talk to God and how do you listen to 
what God says to you? 

 

Question for Youth:  Jesus teaches us how im-
portant it is to pray. How do you ask God for 
what you need? How do you listen for his re-
sponse? 
 

Question for Adults:  Jesus teaches us how to 
pray. When this past week did you take the 
time to pray, to talk to and listen to God?  

 

Wednesday, July 27 
Weekday Mass 
  

6:00 pm: Intention of the Presider 

 

Friday, July 29 
Saint Martha  
  

12:10 pm: People of the Parish 

 

Readings for the week of July 24, 2016 
 
Sunday:  Gen 18:20-32; Ps 138:1-3, 6-8;  
  Col 2:12-14; Lk 11:1-13 
Monday: 2 Cor 4:7-15; Ps 126:1bc-6;  
  Mt 20:20-28 
Tuesday: Jer 14:17-22; Ps 79:8, 9, 11, 13;  
  Mt 13:36-43 
Wednesday: Jer 15:10, 16-21; Ps 59:2-4, 10-11,  
  17-18; Mt 13:44-46 
Thursday: Jer 18:1-6; Ps 146:1b-6ab;  
  Mt 13:47-53 
Friday:  Jer 26:1-9; Ps 69:5, 8-10, 14;  
  Jn 11:19-27 or Lk 10:38-42 
Saturday: Jer 26:11-16, 24; Ps 69:15-16, 30-31, 
  33-34; Mt 14:1-12 
Next Sunday: Eccl 1:2; 2:21-23; Ps 90:3-6, 12-14,  
  17; Col 3:1-5, 9-11; Lk 12:13-21  

Sunday, July 31 
18th Sunday in Ordinary Time  
  

10:00 am: Anthony and Mary Campione;     
      **Baptism of Mary Elizabeth Lucas 

 

Saturday, July 30 
Vigil, 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time  
  

4:00 pm: Peggy Logan 

 

Sunday, July 24 
17th Sunday in Ordinary Time  
  

10:00 am: Frank M. Pierro 

 

Saturday, July 23 
Vigil, 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time  
  

4:00 pm: In Thanksgiving for the Ministry of  
     Amanda Roberts; **Baptism of  
     Joseph Loof Haley 

 
 
 
  

Thursday, July 28  
Weekday Mass 
  

12:10 pm: Intention of the Presider 

 



ANDOVER/TEWKSBURY 

6                                                                                                   918 

In Service  
PO3 Stuart Bangs, USCG, Sean Hodgdon, USAF, Cpl 

Chris Carey, USMC, SFC John B. Nicholas, USA, SGT 

Jean-Paul Fitzpatrick, USA, SGT Vincent Amasula, 

USA, CDR Paul Giguere, USN, 1st Lt. Stephen 

Draheim, USA, Col. James Coffey, USAF, Lyle 

Shackelford, Pvt. Alexander Sabu, USA, Genôl. R. Ste-

ve Whitcomb, USA, Col. Brian P. Bedell, USA, Capt. 

Lauren Whitcomb, USA, BG Patrick J. Donahue, USA, BG 

Brian P. Donahue, USA, Cpt. Michael McGaffigan, USA, Lt. 

Jesse Salisbury, USA F, Sgt. Maureen Galvin, USA, SpOps, 

Lt. Commander Kevin B. OôBrien, USN, Miko Belonia, Maj. 

Tony Hoffman, USA, Maj. Ross Coffman, USA, Maj. Garth 

Howe, USA, Chief Warrant Officer II Michael Morris, USA, 

Captain Matthew Mancini, USA, Sgt. Ellen Barnes OôConnor, 

USA, Pvt. Adam James Mazza, USA, Pvt. Joseph D. Gagnon, 

USM 

Parish Community  

Prayer Intentions  
  
  
  

At our parishionersô request or with permission,  
we list those who are sick or in the hospital  
and wish to be remembered in our prayers: 

  

 The names in the Parish Community Prayer 
Intention list are not included in the web ver-
sion of the bulletin in order to maintain the 
privacy of those individuals. 

  
  
  
  
  
  

  

Night Out at the Spinners! 
Youth Choir Sings God Bless America! 

Lowell Spinners vs. Vermont Lake Monsters 
Friday, August 5, 7:00 pm 

  

Come out for a fun summer night! Tickets are just $8. 
Stay to run the bases and watch the fireworks after the 
game, too! To inquire about available tickets, contact 
Yvonne Gobis at ygobis@comcast.net. 

 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry  
Needs Your Nimble Fingers! 

 

Do you knit or crochet? Consider using your talents to 
share the comfort and prayers of our parish communi-
ty with those who need our support. Due to a recent 
donation we are down pretty low in shawls! If you 
would like to get involved or learn more about this 
ministry, contact Jan Fay at steve.fay@verizon.net.  

Help Get Much Needed Fresh Produce to the Food Pantries!  
 ̈South Church Interfaith Community Giving Garden: Located at Rolling Ridge Confer-

ence Center in North Andover. Open to all ages. Email GivingGardenGrows@gmail.com 
for information or sign up for a shift at givinggarden.ivolunteer.com. 

 ̈Neighbors in Need: needs farm help at Johnsonôs Highland View Farm in Windham, NH, 
on Thursday mornings in August. Contact Alyssa DiSabito at farm@needfood.org for de-
tails or to sign up. Pick a date that works for you! 

òPeace is a precious gift, which must be  
promoted and protectedéNever has the use  
of violence brought peace in its wake. War  
begets war, violence begets violence.ó   

ð Pope Francis 
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Blessing for a New Position 
  

May your new work excite your heart, 
Kindle in your mind creativity 
To journey beyond the old limits 
Of all that has become wearisome. 

  

May this work challenge you toward 
New frontiers that will emerge 
As you begin to approach them, 
Calling forth from you the full force 
And depth of your undiscovered gifts. 

  

May the work fit the rhythms of your soul, 
Enabling you to draw from the invisible 
New ideas and a vision that will inspire. 

  

Remember to be kind 
To those who work for you, 
Endeavor to remain aware 
Of the quiet world 
That lives behind each face. 

  

Be fair in your expectations, 
Compassionate in your criticism. 
May you have the grace of encouragement 
To awaken the gift in the otherõs heart, 
Building in them the confidence 
To follow the call of the gift. 

  

May you come to know that work 
Which emerges from the mind of love 
Will have beauty and form. 

  

May this new work be worthy 
Of the energy of your heart 
And the light of your thought. 

  

May your work assume 
A proper space in your life; 
Instead of owning or using you, 
May it challenge and refine you, 
Bringing you every day further 
Into the wonder of your heart. 

  

- John O'Donohue, "Blessings for a New Posi-
tion,"  To Bless the Space Between Us: A Book of 
Blessings (2008) 

Join us this weekend to celebrate  
Amanda Robertsõ service to our parish  
community during her 14 years here as  

Director of Faith Formation, and wish her  
well on her new adventure in Virginia!  
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Saint of the Week:  
Aloysius Gonzaga, Religious, 1568-1591 

 

Aloysius was the oldest son and heir of the Marquis Ferrante of Castiglio-
ne who was in the service of Philip II of Spain. His father wished to see 
Aloysius become a military officer, but Aloysius had another idea in 
mind.  

  

At about the age of seven, Aloysius had a spiritual awakening and began 
his day with regular prayers, including the Office of Mary and the 
Psalms. At nine, he was sent to Florence to be educated as a military lead-
er and statesman in the Medici Court but instead he found his calling to 
serve God. By the time he was eleven, Aloysius was teaching the cate-

chism to poor children and fasting three days a week as well as practicing other austerities. 
  

After reading a book about the Jesuitsõ experiences in the missions of India, Aloysius decided to 
enter the Society of Jesus. His father strongly objected to his decision and enlisted the aid of emi-
nent churchmen and noblemen to persuade Aloysius to pursue a more ònormaló career. After a 
four -year struggle, his father relented and Aloysius joined the Jesuits in Rome in 1585. On his way 
to the novitiate, Aloysius carried a remarkable letter from his father to the Jesuit superior general, 
which read, in part, òI merely say that I am giving into your Reverenceõs hands the most precious 
thing I possess in all the world.ó 

  

During his studies at the Jesuit seminary in Milan, Aloysius undertook different spiritual practic-
es. Under his spiritual advisor, St. Robert Bellarmine, he was obliged to eat more than he previ-
ously had, to take exercise with his fellow seminarians, and to pray only at the appointed times. 
Because of his frail health, Aloysius was called to Rome and took his vows there in 1587. 
  

Several years later, a plague struck Rome. The Jesuits, in response, opened a hospital to care for 
the victims. Together with the other Jesuits, Aloysius performed personal services for the patients, 
nursing them, washing them and making their beds. Aloysius, already in frail health, caught the 
affliction himself. He became so weak that he could scarcely get up from his bed, yet he continued 
his daily devotions. Within three months, after receiving the last rites from St. Robert Bellarmine, 
Aloysius Gonzaga died at the age of 23 on June 21, 1591. 

  

Aloysius Gonzaga was canonized in 1726. He was declared protector of young students by Pope 
Benedict XIII, and patron of Catholic youth by Pope Pius XI. We honor this saint on June 21 by a 
memorial. When St. Robert Bellarmine died years later, he requested that his final burial place be 
next to his beloved student, Aloysius Gonzaga. They are both in the Church of Saint Ignatius in 
Rome. 
  

Aloysius' message today:  Aloysius chose the path he wanted to follow very early in his life and 
he let nothing deter him from it.   In todayõs world, there is much to distract us from the goals we 
have set for ourselves. We should try to emulate Aloysius and persevere until we reach our own 
goals. 
  

¶ Do you let yourself become distracted from your goals? Say a prayer to St. Aloysius asking his help in 
staying on track. 
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SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK:  
EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

 
A reading from the Book of Ecclesiastes 1:2; 2:21-23 
 
Vanity of vanities, says Qoheleth, vanity of vanities! All things are vanity!  
 
Here is one who has labored with wisdom and knowledge and skill, and yet to another who has 
not labored over it, he must leave property. This also is vanity and a great misfortune. For what 
profit comes to man from all the toil and anxiety of heart with which he has labored under the 
sun? All his days sorrow and grief are their occupation; even at night his mind is not at rest. This 
also is vanity. 

 
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Colossians 3:1 -5, 9-11 
 
Brothers and sisters: If you were raised with Christ, seek what is above, where Christ is seated at 
the right hand of God. Think of what is above, not of what is on earth. For you have died, and 
your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ your life appears, then you too will appear 
with him in glory.  
 
Put to death, then, the parts of you that are earthly: immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, 
and the greed that is idolatry. Stop lying to one another, since you have taken off the old self 
with its practices and have put on the new self, which is being renewed, for knowledge, in the 
image of its creator. Here there is not Greek and Jew, circumcision and uncircumcision, barbari-
an, Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is all and in all. 

 
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 12:13 -21 
 
Someone in the crowd said to Jesus, òTeacher, tell my brother to share the inheritance with me.ó 
He replied to him, òFriend, who appointed me as your judge and arbitrator?ó Then he said to the 
crowd, òTake care to guard against all greed, for though one may be rich, oneõs life does not con-
sist of possessions.ó 
 
Then he told them a parable. òThere was a rich man whose land produced a bountiful harvest. 
He asked himself, ôWhat shall I do, for I do not have space to store my harvest?õ And he said, 
ôThis is what I shall do: I shall tear down my barns and build larger ones. There I shall store all 
my grain and other goods and I shall say to myself, òNow as for you, you have so many good 
things stored up for many years, rest, eat, drink, be merry!óõ But God said to him, ôYou fool, this 
night your life will be demanded of you; and the things you have prepared, to whom will they 
belong?õ Thus will it be for all who store up treasure for themselves but are not rich in what mat-
ters to God.ó 
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