WELCOME

If you are alienated or upset, we welcome you lovingly.
If you are in need of forgiveness, Jesus forgives you compieteith unconditional love.
If you have been hurt by the Church, we are truly sorry.
If you are angry, Jesus offers you peace.
If life has become burdensome, we are here to support you.
We are happy you are here and want you to stay.
We would like to share our lives with you.
Come join us each week so we can worship God together.

Parish Staff Mass Schedule
Rev. Richard T. ConwayParish Priest Saturday 4:00 pm
rtconway@comcast.net Sunday at 9:00 and 11:00 am

Irene Bonner Business Manager

ibonner@comcast.net Weekdays as announced

Joe Galluzze- RCIA Coordinator _ )
joe.galluzzo@comcast.net; 978143404 Parish Office

Yvonne Gobis- Liturgical Music Coordinator
ygobis@comcast.net; 978520831

Karen Bailey— Communications Coordinator

9786838922
Fax: 9786898878

kbaileyO7@comcast.net Office Hours:
Laura Szekely- Funeral Ministry TuesdayFriday
Icszekely@gmail.com 9:30 am to noon; 1:00 to 4:30 pm
Marriage

Please contact the Parish Office at least six months in advance. Participation in both a parish and a dioce-
san preparation is required of all couples.

RCIA

Adults interested in baptism or joining the Catholic Church should contact Joe Galluzzo at-3183404
or joe.galluzzo@comcast.net.

Anointing and Pastoral Care of the Sick
Please contact the Parish Office when a parishioner is seriously ill or goes into the hospital. Staff and
Communion Ministers bring communion to those who are infirm. Sacrament of the Sick is celebrated com-
munally in the spring and the fall.

Baptism
Celebrated regularly at Sunday Eucharist. Mandatory parent preparation sessions are held at church eve-
ry other month. Please contact the Parish Office four months prior to the intended Baptism date.

A Stewardship Parish

Building a Catholic community of commitment, passion and love
Celebrating our faith through dynamic liturgy and a rich sacramental life
Welcoming all into the warmth of our parish family
Sharing the gifts God entrusted to us
Striving to learn, live and share our faith
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DECEMBER 25, 2016

FROM FATHER RICK
Dear Friends,
MERRY CHRISTMASI!I

It is a wonderful joy to be able to celebrate this great Feast with all of you. Some say the feast is too
commercial and has lost its meaning. | think this is the solution!

WL\NT T[I KEEP IIHRISI IN EHRISIMAS?
1D THEHONGRY, CLOTH HENAAED, FORGIE Th

GUILTY, WELCOME THE STRANGER AND THEUNWANTED
CHILD, GARE FOR TH[ LL, LOVE YOUR ENEMIES.

A "i‘i‘,.,.,

CHRISTMAS COLLECTION

Just a reminder that the entire Christmas Collection is directed to the Health and Retirement needs
of the priests of the archdiocese. Please be as generous as you can to the Clergy Benefit Trust Fund.
Thank you.

HOLIDAY PARISH OFFICE SCHEDULE
The Parish Office is CLOSED this week and will reopen on Tuesday, January 3.

WEEKDAY MASS

| will be out of town this coming week, therefore there will be no weekday Mass this week. It will
resume on Wednesday, January 4.

GRAND ANNUAL

Please consider your contribution before the end of the year in order to take the best advantage of
that contribution with the IRS. Also, a reminder that the Grand Annual can be paid on ParishPay
and in monthly installments .
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FROM FR. VITUS IN DAR ES SALAAM
Dear Sisters and Brothers!

Each year we celebrate Christmas, the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ into this world. But often after Christ
mas, things continue in this world in the usual way. So what has Jesus Christ brought us or what can he
bring us? In the Old Testament we hear already the cry of the people of Israel for the coming of the Messiah
Israel, because human beings are often not able by themselves to bring the peace to this world. But the peo
of Israel expected often a very powerful Messiah with political power.

But God came in a different way into his world, as a small child, totally defenseless, as a gift of the love of G
for this world. The Lord who has created this world comes so in his own world, but many people did not ac-
cept him according to the Holy Gospel of John. But the ones who accepted him got the power to become ch
dren of God.

When we really accept Jesus Christ in our hearts and in our lives and in this world, the face of the earth will
change. We will get in this world the vision of the prophet Isaiah, where all creatures live together in peace. .
let us pray that we and the people in this world open the hedtis ®on of God, our Lord Jesus Christ, that

he may change our lives and the lives of the people on this earth, that we get through Jesus Christ the kingc
of peace and love.

So | wish you all Merry Christmas and all the blessings of God for the New Year.

Yours,
Fr. Vitus

P.S. Many greetings also from the faithful of our parish, St. John the Baptist. | still remember my nice visit
last year in St. Robert Bellarmine in Andover. We still have the picture of St. Robert Bellarmine in our
church. We are now just beginning to construct our new church in the outstation, St. Peter Faber. And you
are very welcome to come to Dar es Salaam!

FROM POPE FRANCIS

0This Christmas, op
Pope Francis gave t
the Vaticands Paul

S en uragement during this

en up your heart. o

hi co

Vi Hall, as he continued his
Reminding those present that we are approaching Christmas, he noted how the prophet Isaiah can

help us again to open ourselves up to the hope of the Good News of the coming of salvation. Fran-

cis used the reading to illustrate how God never abandons His people, and Whose grace surpasses

all and any sin.

ol will pose the question: who is greater, God o
God, 6 Francis stressed, saying, Godods | ove has t
0The most beautiful of Christmas joys, 6 Franci s
has blotted out my sins, the Lord has forgiven me, the Lord has had mercy on me, he came to my
rescue. ' 0 O0This is the joy of Christmas! o0 he sali
Reasons for Hope

OWhen everything seems to be over, when, i n fron
ing and is tempted to say that nothing el se make



ANDOVER/ TEWKSBURY

Pontiff added, is coming to do something new. While he comes to establish a kingdom of peace,

and bring freedom and consolation, we must realize evil will not triumph forever, he noted. Since

Ot he desperation is conquered, for God is with wu
up a bito and obecome men and women of hope. 0

oHow bad when we find a Christian who has [ ost h
over for med: so says a Christian who is not abl
only a wall.é o0But God destroys these walls with
pray that God will give us every day and give hope to all, the hope that comes when we see God in

the manger in Bethlehem. 6

Urgent

The message of the Good News entrusted to us, th
not wait for justice, truth, and peace. O0OAnd see
world will know that the promise was fulfilled, o
true. 6 oln a newborn baby, in need of everything
l aid i n a manger, found inside is al/l the power

Our Winter Passover

The heart of our faith is the passion, death and resurrection of Jesus, and the fact that what hap-

pened to Jesus is our destiny, too. We, too, in various ways and over time, will suffer, die and be

raised up N all in the arms of a God who loves us. This is what we call the paschal mystery. We cel-

ebrate the paschal mystery every Sunday, and in a most important way once ayear, in spring

around the time of the Jewish Passover, when we baptize, confirm and welcome to the Eucharist

new believers at Easter. But did you know that e
in fact celebrating the paschal mystery? Have you ever noticed how Christmas is actually a second

Easter, our winter Passover?

There are hints al/l over the gospel accounts of
swaddling clothes; when the man dies, he is wrapped in a shroud. The newborn is laid in the man-
ger, the feeding trough of animals. The man gr ow
of my flesh and drink of my blood, you wil/| l i ve
nounce his resurrection to the three women. A star shines over the baby in the manger; the sun
hides its face as the man hangs on the cross. An

mysterious strangerso bring gifts that seem sent
and myrrh. But when this story would have first been told, the original hearers might have been

puzzled or even horrified, for these were things people brought to a deathbed: gold coins to putin

the mouth (as a sign of paying for the soul to take the ferry across the river of death), frankincense

to burn (to cover the odors, and as a sign of the soul ascending), and myrrh to embalm. (Recall that

the three women come to the tomb on Easter morning with a mixture of myrrh and aloes.)

And i f there wasndt enough blood in the childbir
must flee into exile in Egypt to escape Herod, who slaughters in cold blood all the innocent baby

boys of Bethlehem. As an adult, Jesus will right this wrong by shedding his blood on the cross for

us all. But note that to protect Jesus, Mary and Joseph take him into Egypt, just as their ancestors

had fled there centuries before to escape starvation and find the other Joseph, the son of Jacob. So
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Jesus ends up living as a refugee and an exile, just as his people had done. And just as they had
crossed the River Jordan to enter the promised land after the first Passover, the adult Jesus is bap-
tized in that same river as he begins his ministry that reaches its high point at Passover. So Merry

Christmas and Happy Easter, too. Glory in heaven and peace on earth, now and forever! Copyright ©
2002 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications, 1800 North Hermitage Avenue, Chicago IE160622800-933
1800; www.ltp.org. Text by David Philippart

REMAINING CHRISTMAS SEASON MASS SCHEDULE

Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God
Saturday, December 31
4:00 pm Vigil Mass

Sunday, January 1, 2017
10:00 am (NOTE ONE MASS ONLY)

Solemnity of the Epiphany
Saturday, January M 4:00 pm
Sunday, January & 9:00 & 11:00 am

| wish you a Happy and Holy Christmas Season,
Fr. Rick

Stewardship Reflection C i st mas Col

hr
The Clergy
OAnd t he Wor diJbhat:Bme |l esh. o6

The 614 diocesan priests in our Archdiocese §

Jesus is Godds wulti metelfl §fftusSofr SINAVd NWo CGhd .
countless other blessings that God showers up-
on us are nothing compared to the gift of His
only Son. The only appropriate way for us to
respond to such generous love is with our own

generous love. When we dedicate our lives to A@Cl ergyTrust.o Thank

sharing all the gifts God has placed in our ous support of our priests.
hands, the peace of Christ truly will control our
hearts and we will know Christmas joy every

day. ¢ ‘\%V‘N:.’(ﬁ.

ltds not too | ate to remember a | oved
Christmas Flower Envelopes are available on the tables in the vestibule. You may
return them in the collection basket or to the parish office.

one
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MAsSSs SCHEDULE Question of the |Wee
Nativity of the Lornfd

First Reading: Isaiah 9:16 (The Light Shone)
Second Reading: Titus 2:1114 (He gave Himself)
Gospel: Luke 2:1-14 (The Savior is Born)

/TS
Saturday, December 24 Question for Adults: Do you consider your
Vigil, Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord sl eep an opportunity to ¢
(Christmas) communication? Do you pray before retiring?
Masses will be celebrated at Will you make yourself open to his call as you
4:00 pm, 6:00 pm, and 12:00 am midnight sleep?
Sunday, December 25 Question for Youth: What does the name
Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord oOEmmanuel 6 mean? |‘ S God
(Christmas) How? Do you make an effort to recognize his

Mass will be celebrated at 10:00 am presence daily?

Please note that there will be no regular Question for Children: Joseph was asked by the

weekday Masses this week, angel to trust God, and he did. Do you trust
God in your life? If yes, how and when? If no,
Saturday, December 31 why do you think it is hard for you to trust
Vigil, Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God?
God

4:00 pm: Margaret Singleton

Readings for the week of

Sunday, January 1

Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God SundayVigil :-5;1 sPs 2819764 27
. . 29; Acilyg ,- 2221605 1: 1

10: . Matthew A ! S i

0:00 am: Matthew Adey [ 1B85] Ni g8t : P8s96: 1

Please note one Mass only today 1113 Ti4=2 W 2 1

Dawn: F1s2 ;6 2P.s1 19472:; 1,
. Ti -B; 4L k2 02 :Dlaby -1 0l;s ¢
Communi |ty Ps %8§: HeébJ rl M8 -B(, 1
| nt ent 0] 91 4)
. . . MondayAct s1 ®;: &9;54Ps4 316 3
Oergl?\mealflrgzgipcipkter rI 8ab, 16bc,227; Mt 1
i n Tuesday$: Jnd ;1 P22, 5-1127
Jn 208 1la, 2
sWednesdayn 2:Bs 124-82b
Mt 21:81 3 rer -
rThursdayJnl 12: 3P3, 8%b 1 e p
a Lk 24:036
FridaySir-63:1¢42 or <4l 3: 1.
[ 2127 ] ; Rs,; 1Mt&:52: 13
123
SaturdayJdn22; 1B3, 981 1
Jn -18 1

Next SNMNmdé¥22 P3, 65, 26, 8
Gal -74: 4 k212: 16
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Did You éKno
...Since 2003, the Knights of Columbfis

St. Robert Bellarmine
Womenodos nGr gu

0_
Come check it out! ple with disabilities around the world.

Next Meetifg Tuesday, January 17 to know the St. Rob
The Womends Group is Rriight$ ¢f Célumbus! WisenK@ights iare CatHdli mer
munit
and se
as litt
vagae on your own schedule. To learn more, gojto http

877.
Kni ghts Even i ng

Save the
f Christbés presepce

Sunday, January 8

Saturday, January 21
Spaghetti Supper

Wednesday, February 22
Community Blood Drive

- St. Rasbe
Prayer Shawl Ministry Pari sh

The St. Robert Bell armilneMeM@&BmeBDpP o N

Next meeting i Saturday, January 7
this ministry! The shawls are created in prayer a d]. h e S g Ro b eyr ¢ } L1 Er mi

blessed before distrip iu0 "eets .Ehg ?irstaSatBrgaauo évéru
your prayers, love, and the work of your hands E ¢ 7:30-8:30 We i y I Y
those who really need it. Visit www.shawlministty.cpfqgth from 7:30-8:30 am. We invite all men

learn more about the tradition of prgyfom the parish of any age, at any place on
er shawlsor more information abou their Splrltual journey, to Join us at any time.

steve.fay@verizon.net. tact Dennis Vecchi at vechfamb6@verizon.net.
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The Youth Choir at St. Robert Bellarmine is opgn t¢
members in grades 2 through 12 to join us. The \
Choir was founded 25 years ago and has beene

hundreds of children to grow up learning musicj en
Mass, making friends and appreciating Gdsks

spend their school years growing up with t
learning to read, learning to read music, leading

PFNEV

id

b %Ugagain. If you are just passing through, safe
j Iy %altyels and may the peace and joy of the seasor

~5<~ Merry Ghristmas

Welcome friends, family, neighbors, and visi-
tors from afar! Wherever you are from and

Whateverdiays you here, we are glad you are

all wghi us dor this joyful celebration of the
Lordds birth. We hope
|l ness of Godds | ov
BHHEN community today. If you are local and

foe new to St. Rober't

tha Sigy_with you!

gregation at liturgies and eventually say a fonc
as they head off to colleQthers spend a year orjtwo
with us as their plans and goals evolve.

We encourage you to talk with your child(ren) fega

this opportunityWe meet on Thursdays in the ghurc

from5:30 until 7:00 pm. We sing &t@Bem Mass d
Sundays. There is no audition é&tdemnt involvement

is simply an occasional duty as choir monitor Jpor sna
provider at rehearsal. Besides singing at Sunday Ma

we sing the national anthem annually on the geld

Lowell Spinners baseball game, sing God Blesg Amer
at the Providence Bruins, and participate injMasses
where the adults and children join their voicesjin major

liturgies. Younger members learn to lead the €hild
Liturgy of the Word when they go to Driscol

farewett

r

Meal Service
Team Needed
Sunday, 1/15
4:30-7:30 pm
Lazarus House
Holly Street Shelter
Lawrence

{E)

reA'snai | kbail ey0O7 @comcas

| at

t.n

the9:00am Mass, and older member learn to Igad
church congregation as cantors.

Come check it out! For more information, pleasg cor
Kathy SchardinkaiSchard@aol.com.

f or
f ai
Nt o

Looking
put your
hands i

parish as well as offsite in the community. To §

Sign up for the Community Outreach email maifing lisfdg Maj. Ross Coffman, USA, Maj. Garth Howe, U
receive updates on service opportunities onsile in\ihe,. ’ : :

then service

2nd Lt. Hannah Jean Kuegler, BSA, Stu

]%%Qgs, USCGgean Hodgdon, USAF, Cpl Chri
ey, USMC, SFC John B. Nicholas, USA, S
Paul Fitzpatrick, USA, SGT Vincent Amasu
CDR Paul Giguere, USN, 1st Lt. Stephen

USA, Col. James Coffey, USAF, Lyle Shacke
Al exander Sabu, USA,
AUYAS Col.tBflan P. Bedell, USA, Capt. Lauren
USA BGyP@jri@k g. Donahue, USA, BG Brian P.
tJSiA, é:pﬁ J_ylichael McGaffigan, USA, Lt. Jesse
USA F, Sgt. Maureen Galvin, USA, SpOps, Lt. Ca
Kevin B. O6Brien, USN,

rant Officer Il Michael Morris, USA, Captain

the mailing list, send email to kbaileyO7@comc st.nef,

rR/Igrncini, USA, Sgt . EIl | e
mes Mazza, USA, Pvt. Joseph D. Gagnon, USM
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Wishing you and

your family a
blessed and merry

A

Christmas
may the peace of

Christ grow in

your hearts,
your families,
your community,

and the world! Go
be an instrument

of that peace!




