
WELCOME 
If you are alienated or upset, we welcome you lovingly. 

If you are in need of forgiveness, Jesus forgives you completely—with unconditional love. 

If you have been hurt by the Church, we are truly sorry. 

If you are angry, Jesus offers you peace. 

If life has become burdensome, we are here to support you. 

We are happy you are here and want you to stay. 

We would like to share our lives with you. 

Come join us each week so we can worship God together. 

                                                                                                      918 

Parish Staff 
 

Rev. Richard T. Conway–Parish Priest 

rtconway@comcast.net 

 

Irene Bonner – Business Manager 

ibonner@comcast.net 

 

Joe Galluzzo – RCIA Coordinator 

joe.galluzzo@comcast.net; 978-314-3404  

 

Yvonne Gobis – Liturgical Music Coordinator 

ygobis@comcast.net; 978-452-0831 

 

Karen Bailey – Communications Coordinator 

kbailey07@comcast.net 

 

Laura Szekely – Funeral Ministry 

lcszekely@gmail.com 

Mass Schedule 
 

Saturday 4:00 pm 

Sunday at 9:00 and 11:00 am 

 

Weekdays as announced 

 

 

Parish Office 
 

978-683-8922 

Fax: 978-689-8878 

 

Office Hours:   

Tuesday-Friday  

9:30 am to noon; 1:00 to 4:30 pm 

Marriage 
Please contact the Parish Office at least six months in advance. Participation in both a parish and a dioce-

san preparation is required of all couples. 

 

RCIA 
Adults interested in baptism or joining the Catholic Church should contact Joe Galluzzo at 978-314-3404  

or joe.galluzzo@comcast.net. 

 

Anointing and Pastoral Care of  the Sick 
Please contact the Parish Office when a parishioner is seriously ill or goes into the hospital. Staff and 

Communion Ministers bring communion to those who are infirm. Sacrament of the Sick is celebrated com-

munally in the spring and the fall. 

 

Baptism 
Celebrated regularly at Sunday Eucharist. Mandatory parent preparation sessions are held at church eve-

ry other month. Please contact the Parish Office four months prior to the intended Baptism date. 
 

A Stewardship Parish 
 

Building a Catholic community of commitment, passion and love 

Celebrating our faith through dynamic liturgy and a rich sacramental life 

Welcoming all into the warmth of our parish family 

Sharing the gifts God entrusted to us 

Striving to learn, live and share our faith 
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  FROM FATHER RICK  

 

Dear Friends,  

 
This weekend we begin the Annual Appeal. I have printed here the text of an audio presentation 
from the Cardinal asking your participation.  
 

My dear friends in Christ, 

 

Each year during the Lenten season, I ask for your prayers and support for the annual Catholic Appeal. 
Through your generosity, you are helping make possible the many ministries that ensure our parishesñ
our spiritual homesñremain vibrant communities of faith.   

 

The ministries supported through the Appeal serve the Catholic faithful in so many different ways. Our 
work to promote a culture of vocations is bearing fruit as all three of our seminaries are at full capacity. 
We have established a ground breaking addiction recovery ministry that offers spiritual direction and 
guidance to addicted persons and their families. We are expanding the Faith Community Nursing pro-
gram, training professionals and volunteers at parishes to visit the homebound and offer medical, spiritu-
al, and emotional support. All of this and much more is possible because of your support and belief in these 
important ministries and the mission of the Catholic Church. 

 

I ask each of you here today to support this yearõs Appeal by completing the pledge forms that will be 
handed out now.  

 

Please accept my sincere gratitude for your ongoing support and consideration of this request. May God 
bless you and your loves ones abundantly throughout this season of Lent. 

 
This weekend we will participate in the in -pew solicitation. Pease fill out a pledge envelope even if 
you have already participated.  
 

Things still available to enhance our Lenten Journey:  

* Purchase the “Living The Eucharist” App for your IPhone or Android ($5.30 tax incld) 

* Pray the daily Prayer for “Living the Eucharist” (Cards in Gathering Space) 

* Prayerfully read the “Living the Eucharist” weekly bulletin insert—this week’s topic: 
“Every Sunday is an Easter” 

* Check out our parish website for a daily reflection from Bishop Robert Baron  

* Weekday Masses: Monday at 4:00 pm, Tuesday at 5:30 pm, Wednesday at 6:00 pm, 
Thursday at 12:10 noon and Friday at 6:30 am 

* Parish Penance Service—Thursday April 6 at 7:00 pm  

* Confessions—All Lenten Wednesday evenings 6:30-8:00 pm 

* Participate in Lenten Gospel Giving (List of weekly gifts in Lenten Bag and bulletin)   
 

THE POPE VIDEO ñA MONTHLY PRAYER INTENTION  

 

ROME - As an estimated 200 million Christians globally  face the threat of persecution because of  
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their faith, Pope Francis has raised his voice on their behalf through his monthly prayer video, ask-
ing the world to pray and give material support to persecuted Christians.  

 

According to Aid to the Church in Need (ACN), an international papal charity that has recently 
joined the initiative as a grand benefactor, religious liberty is decreasing in 11 of the 23 worst-
offending countries.  

 

Their 2016 Religious Freedom Report found that in seven of the worse countries—Afghanistan, 
northern Iraq, Nigeria, North Korea, Saudi Arabia, Somalia and Syria —Christians are facing a ris-
ing level of intolerance and such severe oppression that “it can scarcely get worse.” 

 

The pope videos are based on the pope’s monthly prayer intentions, which for years have been en-
trusted to the Jesuit-run global prayer network also known as the Apostleship of Prayer . The initia-
tive to present them through videos that include exclusive footage with Francis began last year, in 
an attempt to make them more widely known.  

 

According to Jesuit Father Frédéric Fornos, international director of the Pope’s Worldwide Prayer 
Network and its youth branch, this month’s intention is “as difficult as it is urgent.” “Thousands of 
Christians around the world are discriminated against or persecuted, simply for the fact of being 
Christian,” he said in a statement. “And let us not forget that there are also other religious persecu-
tions.” 

 

Johannes Heereman, international executive president of AIC said in the same statement that reli-
gious liberty is a fundamental principle of human rights. “In the headlines practically every day, we 
see the clear link between violence, oppression and the negation of this basic human right,” he said. 
“We believe we must raise our voices whenever any faith community is being unjustly attacked.” 

 

A recent example of this is the report of Christians escaping the Sinai Peninsula in Egypt, fleeing 
attacks by Islamic State group militias who’ve perpetrated a string of sectarian killings. 

 

Amnesty International said on Wednesday that the Egyptian government has failed to protect hun-
dreds of Coptic Christians who fled their homes.  

 

According to the London -based human rights group, the response fits with a pattern of failing to 
protect the embattled minority, adding that after other sectarian attacks the government sought rec-
onciliation agreements between communities rather than prosecuting those responsible. 

 

An estimated 200 million Christians around the world are at risk of physical persecution, and even 
the low -end estimate for the number of Christians killed for religious reasons each year puts the 
count of new martyrs at roughly one every hour, 365 days a year. 

 

FROM POPE FRANCIS  

This week, Pope Francis and the Papal Household and Curia Members are on retreat outside of 
Rome. So there is no daily Papal Mass in the Santa Marta Chapel. As we continue to reflect on the 
mystery of the Eucharist with over 200 parishioners participating in “Living the Eucharist” I 
thought it helpful to recall Pope Francis’ homily on the Solemnity of the Body and Blood of Christ 
last May.  

 

(Vatican Radio) Pope Francis delivered the homily at Mass being celebrated on the steps of Rome's cathe-
dral Basilica of St. John Lateran on Thursday, to mark the Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of  

http://acs-italia.org/rapportolr/
https://www.popesprayer.net/the-challenges-facing-humanity-and-assists-the-mission-of-the-church/
https://cruxnow.com/global-church/2017/02/26/egyptian-christians-fearing-terror-flee-sinai-4th-day/
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Our Lord. Below, please find the full text of the Holy Father's prepared remarks, in their official English 
translation. 
  

Do this in remembrance of me » (1 Cor 11 :24-25). 
Twice the Apostle Paul, writing to the community in Corinth, recalls this command of Jesus in his ac-
count of the institution of the Eucharist.  It is the oldest testimony we have to the words of Christ at the 
Last Supper.  

  

òDo thisó.  That is, take bread, give thanks and break it; take the chalice, give thanks, and share it.  Jesus 
gives the command to repeat this action by which he instituted the memorial of his own Pasch, and in so 
doing gives us his Body and his Blood.  This action reaches us today: it is the òdoingó of the Eucharist 
which always has Jesus as its subject, but which is made real through our poor hands anointed by the Holy 
Spirit.  

  

òDo thisó.  Jesus on a previous occasion asked his disciples to òdoó what was so clear to him, in obedience 
to the will of the Father.  In the Gospel passage that we have just heard, Jesus says to the disciples in front 
of the tired and hungry crowds: òGive them something to eat yourselvesó (Lk 9:13).  Indeed, it is Jesus 
who blesses and breaks the loaves and provides sufficient food to satisfy the whole crowd, but it is the dis-
ciples who offer the five loaves and two fish.  Jesus wanted it this way: that, instead of sending the crowd 
away, the disciples would put at his disposal what little they had.  And there is another gesture: the pieces 
of bread, broken by the holy and venerable hands of Our Lord, pass into the poor hands of the disciples, 
who distribute these to the people.  This too is the disciples òdoingó with Jesus; with him they are able to 
ògive them something to eató.  Clearly this miracle was not intended merely to satisfy hunger for a day, 
but rather it signals what Christ wants to accomplish for the salvation of all mankind, giving his own 
flesh and blood (cf. Jn 6:48-58).  And yet this needs always to happen through those two small actions: of-
fering the few loaves and fish which we have; receiving the bread broken by the hands of Jesus and giving 
it to all. 

  

Breaking: this is the other word explaining the meaning of those words: òDo this in remembrance of 
meó.  Jesus was broken; he is broken for us.  And he asks us to give ourselves, to break ourselves, as it 
were, for others.  This òbreaking breadó became the icon, the sign for recognizing Christ and Chris-
tians.  We think of Emmaus:  they knew him òin the breaking of the breadó (Lk 24:35).  We recall the first 
community of Jerusalem:  òThey held steadfastlyé to the breaking of the breadó (Acts 2:42).  From the 
outset it is the Eucharist which becomes the centre and pattern of the life of the Church.  But we think also 
of all the saints ð famous or anonymous ð who have òbrokenó themselves, their own life, in order to ògive 
something to eató to their brothers and sisters.  How many mothers, how many fathers, together with the 
slices of bread they provide each day on the tables of their homes, have broken their hearts to let their chil-
dren grow, and grow well!  How many Christians, as responsible citizens, have broken their own lives to 
defend the dignity of all, especially the poorest, the marginalized and those discriminated!  Where do they 
find the strength to do this?  It is in the Eucharist:  in the power of the Risen Lordõs love, who today too 
breaks bread for us and repeats: òDo this in remembrance of meó.  
 

LITURGICAL PRACTICES  
 

The Communion Song  

The simple human activities of sharing in one loaf and one cup at Sunday Eucharist clearly express 
our relationship with each other and with the Lord: We are one bread, one body. Our unity is evi-
denced not only in the one loaf and the one cup. We share a common posture of standing  
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Stewardship Reflection  

  

òGo forth from the land of your kinsfolk and from 
your fatherõs house to a land that I will show you.ó 

Genesis 12:1 
 

God calls all of us to leave behind our old ways 
and to follow Him, placing our complete trust 
in Him.   Some of the old ways that we may 
have to struggle to leave behind might be mate-
rialism, selfishness and greed.  Yet God promis-
es to show us a new land and a better way to 
live.  

  

Money Matters 
On the weekend of March 4/5 
Weekly donations:  $4,042.00 

SECOND WEEK OF LENT  
ENCOUNTER NUTRITION  

 

This week, we encounter Evelina in Zambia as 
she and other mothers in her community learn 
new ways to provide nutritious meals for their 
growing children and families. How do we en-
sure that those who are hungry have not only 
food but true nourishment? Visit crsrice-
bowl.org for more.  

 

And download the CRS Rice Bowl app for dai-
ly reflections, recipes, and social sharing. Learn 
more at www.crsricebowl.org/about/app.  

throughout the communion rite. Each of us is addressed with the same words, “The body of Christ. 
The blood of Christ.” And we join our voices in psalms and hymns of praise. 

 

The power of song to unite a group of people is well known. School songs, national anthems and 
old favorites sung around a campfire all serve to confirm common identity and strengthen the 
bond among those who are present. Our communion song, too, expresses outwardly our inward 
union with each other and the Lord. Because communion is a time of procession to the table of the 
Lord, communion songs are by definition processional songs. And processions need music that 
moves our feet and our hearts. 
 

Some might protest that they can’t walk and chew gum at the same time, so 
how can they be expected to walk in procession, hold a book and sing. Ideally, at the time of com-
munion, the assembly joins in with a simple repeated refrain that does not require a worship aid, 
freeing our hands and our eyes from the printed page. Others complain that singing during com-
munion distracts them from prayer.  

 

The moment of communion is, of course, an intensely personal time but in Catholic liturgy, it is not 
a private time. Allowing for a generous time of silence after communion can meet this need for si-
lent prayer. Liturgy as the public prayer of the church demands of us a disciplined surrender of our 
individual lives to our common life in Christ. Just as those who distribute the bread and the cup 
minister to us, we minister to each other when we join in singing the communion song. Thus we 
taste and see and hear the goodness of the Lord. Copyright © 1997 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Pub-

lications, 1800 North Hermitage Avenue, Chicago IL 60622-1101; 1-800-933-1800. Text by Kathy Luty. 

 
I pray you have a grace-filled Lent,  
Fr. Rick  
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Question of the Week: 
Second Sunday of Lent 

 

Breaking Open the Word  
Suggested faith sharing text: Today’s Gospel 
 
Step One: Listen to the Word  
As you heard the story of the Transfiguration 
proclaimed today, what particular words did 
you notice? What line in this reading touched 
your heart? 
 
Step Two: Look into Your Life  
Question for Children:  Share about a time 
when you felt especially close to God or Jesus. 
 
Question for Youth:  Have you ever had a 
“mountain top” experience where you felt ex-
ceptionally close to God? How was your life 
changed by that experience? 
 
Question for Adults:  Perhaps this reading calls 
us, not to cling to the familiar, but to leave the 
comforts of the parish and reach out to the 
world around us. In your neighborhood or 
community, who is waiting to hear the Good 
News? 

Readings for the week of March 12, 2017 
 
Sunday:  Gn 12:1-4a; Ps 33:4-5, 18-20, 22; 2  
  Tm 1:8b-10; Mt 17:1-9  
Monday:  Dn 9:4b-10; Ps 79:8, 9, 11, 13;  
  Lk 6:36-38 
Tuesday:  Is 1:10, 16-20; Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17,  
  21, 23; Mt 23:1-12 
Wednesday:  Jer 18:18-20; Ps 31:5-6, 14-16;  
  Mt 20:17-28 
Thursday:  Jer 17:5-10; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 16:19-31 
Friday:  Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a; 17b-28a;  
  Ps 105:16-21; Mt 21:33-43, 45-46 
Saturday:  Mi 7:14-15, 18-20; Ps 103:1-4, 9-12;  
  Lk 15:1-3, 11-32 
Next Sunday:  Ex 17:3-7; Ps 95:1-2, 6-9; Rom 5:1-2, 
  5-8; Jn 4:5-42 (5-15, 19b-26, 39a,  
  40-42)  

 

Saturday, March 18 
Vigil, Third Sunday of Lent  
  

4:00 pm:  Julia Kasparian 

Sunday, March 19 
Third Sunday of Lent  
  

9:00 am:  Cosmo Fidele 
11:00 am:  Mary and Gerard Conway 

Thursday, March 16  
Lenten Weekday  
  

12:10 pm:  Intention of the Presider 

 

Friday, March 17  
St. Patrick, Bishop  
  

6:30 am:  People of the Parish  

 

 

Saturday, March 11 
Vigil, Second Sunday of Lent  
  

4:00 pm:  Dorothy, Janet, Steven, and Myles  
  Coates 

Sunday, March 12 
Second Sunday of Lent  
  

9:00 am:  Paul Grace 
11:00 am:  Mary Ellen Boyce 

 

 

Wednesday, March 15 
Lenten Weekday  
  

6:00 pm:  Intention of the Presider 

 

Tuesday, March 14 
Lenten Weekday  
  

5:30 pm:  Intention of the Presider 

 

Monday, March 13  
Lenten Weekday  
  

4:00 pm:  Intention of the Presider 
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In Service  
2nd Lt. Hannah Jean Kuegler, USA, BM2 Stuart Bangs, USCG, Sean Hodgdon, USAF, Cpl Chris Carey, USMC, SFC John 

B. Nicholas, USA, SGT Jean-Paul Fitzpatrick, USA, SGT Vincent Amasula, USA, CDR Paul Giguere, USN, 1st Lt. Stephen 

Draheim, USA, Col. James Coffey, USAF, Lyle Shackelford, Pvt. Alexander Sabu, USA, Genôl. R. Steve Whitcomb, USA, 

Col. Brian P. Bedell, USA, Capt. Lauren Whitcomb, USA, BG Patrick J. Donahue, USA, BG Brian P. Donahue, USA, Cpt. 

Michael McGaffigan, USA, Lt. Jesse Salisbury, USA F, Sgt. Maureen Galvin, USA, SpOps, Lt. Commander Kevin B. OôBrien, 

USN, Miko Belonia, Maj. Tony Hoffman, USA, Maj. Ross Coffman, USA, Maj. Garth Howe, USA, Chief Warrant Officer II 

Michael Morris, USA, Captain Matthew Mancini, USA, Sgt. Ellen Barnes OôConnor, USA, Pvt. Adam James Mazza, USA, 

Pvt. Joseph D. Gagnon, USM 

Parish Community  
Prayer Intentions 

  
  
  

At our parishionersô request  
or with permission, we list those  
who are sick or in the hospital and  

wish to be remembered in our prayers: 

  

The names in the Parish Community Prayer 
Intention list are not included in the web ver-
sion of the bulletin in order to maintain the pri-
vacy of those individuals. 
  

 

Mark you calendar!  
Fish Dinner #2 coming up! 

Friday, March 24  
 Driscoll Hall  

 

Dinner will be served  
continuously from 5:30 -7:00 pm. 

Come when you are able! 

Adults $12 
12 and under $6 
Family Cap $35 

Meal Service  
Team Needed 
Sunday, 3/19 
4:30-7:30 pm 

Lazarus House 
Holly Street Shelter  

Lawrence 

We need a team of four. But no worries if you are not 
fourðwe will put a team together. This is service in 
the residential shelter, which makes is a great family 
option, too. So, pull your family together, grab a 
neighbor or friendðall are welcome to serve! Email 
kbailey07@comcast.net for info. or sign up. 

 

The Women’s Group will be praying the Sta-
tions of the Cross at their next meeting on 
Tuesday, March 21, at 7:00 pm in the church. 
Together we will reflectively pray at each of 
the stations. Please contact Jean Tornatore at 
jeantorn@verizon.net with questions about 
this gathering or for more information about 
the Women’s Group. 
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Lenten Gospel Giving 

The traditional foundation for Lenten practice rests on three 
supports: PRAYERïFASTINGïALMSGIVING. To assist fami-
lies in the third of these supports, we participate in LENTEN 
GOSPEL GIVING. Each week all members of the parish are 
asked to bring the item with them to Mass. Each item is chosen 
to reflect the readings of the day and the gifts will be donated to 
various needy causes. Weekly reminders will be in the bulletin. 
Complete list is on the parish website if you like to plan ahead. 
  

THIS WEEK 
Second Sunday of Lent—March 11/12 

  

 ñHis face became as dazzling  
as the sun, His clothes radiant as 

light.ò (Matthew 17:1-9) 
  

Dazzling and radiant signify cleanli-
nessðplease bring TRAVEL SIZE  
TOILETRIES for Bread & Roses. 

  
NEXT WEEK 

Third Sunday of Lent—March 18/19 

  

 ñWhoever dinks the water I give will  
never be thirsty.ò (John 4:5-42) 

  
Drinkðplease bring DRINK BOXES or 

WATER BOTTLES for Blanket Me. 

Some Tools for the Journey This Week 

Weekday Masses  
  

Monday at 4:00 pm 
Tuesday at 5:30 pm 

Wednesday at 6:00 pm 
Thursday at 12:10 noon 

Friday morning at 6:30 am (not pm!) 
  

A range of times to suit many schedulesðpick one that works 
for you and take some time out to focus on your journey. 

Featured Online Resource 
  

3-Minute Retreat: www.loyolapress.com 
  

With Loyola Pressôs 3-Minute Retreat on your mobile de-
vice, you can enjoy a daily reflective prayer retreat wherev-
er you are, whenever you need it most. Each day, a new 
retreat featuring soothing music, Scripture verses, and 
reflective thoughts and questions comes your way. Not 
mobile? No problemðyou can also get the retreat on your 
computer. 

Soup Truck 
  

It is our last soup truck run of the season (Lazarus House 
only has the truck out January-March)! Volunteer to make 
sandwiches or baked goods at home and drop them off at 
church for delivery to Lazarus House for their soup truck 
run in Lawrence next Sunday, March 19. The Womenôs 
Group has volunteered to take care of the soup as a 
group project. That means we are in need of sandwiches 
and baked snacks. Email kbailey07@comcast.net or call 
978-475-1049 to sign up. 

Quiet Time 
  

If you can, find a time to stop into the church during the 
day to sit in the silence and simplicity of the Lenten envi-
ronment. No sound from the font. Minimal decorative ele-
ments in the church. Low lights. We spend a lot of time 
thinking about doing something or not doing something or 
getting better at something or figuring out what our some-
thing is supposed to be for Lent. Take a little time to just 
be and listen (even if you are not in church). 

Bread and Roses 
  

Bread & Roses food drop off is next weekend, March 
18/19. What do we need?  

   

¶ Cooked ground beef (50+ pounds) 
¶ Tortillas (20 packages of 8-inch (medium) size) 
¶ Shredded cheese (30 pounds) 
¶ Salsa (6 large jugs or equivalent) 
¶ Taco seasoning (25-30 packets) 
¶ Lettuce (16 heads) 
¶ Cucumbers (15) 
¶ Tomatoes (48 medium/large) 

 

Drop off in Driscoll Hall kitchen. For more information, 
contact Marian Magnan at marmagnan@gmail.com or 978
-683-8969, or Lisa Lattari at lisa.lattari@gmail.com or 978-
749-3736. Thank you for your continuing generosity! 
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SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR NEXT WEEKïTHIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 
  
A reading from the Book of Exodus 17:3-7 
  
In those days, in their thirst for water, the people grumbled against Moses, saying, ñWhy did you ever make us leave Egypt? Was it 
just to have us die here of thirst with our children and our livestock?ò So Moses cried out to the LORD, ñWhat shall I do with this 
people? a little more and they will stone me!ò The LORD answered Moses, ñGo over there in front of the people, along with some of 
the elders of Israel, holding in your hand, as you go, the staff with which you struck the river. I will be standing there in front of you 
on the rock in Horeb. Strike the rock, and the water will flow from it for the people to drink.ò This Moses did, in the presence of the 
elders of Israel. The place was called Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled there and tested the LORD, saying, ñIs 
the LORD in our midst or not?ò 
  
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans 5:1-2, 5-8 
  
Brothers and sisters: Since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom 
we have gained access by faith to this grace in which we stand, and we boast in hope of the glory of God. And hope does not disap-
point, because the love of God has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. For Christ, 
while we were still helpless, died at the appointed time for the ungodly. Indeed, only with difficulty does one die for a just person, 
though perhaps for a good person one might even find courage to die. But God proves his love for us in that while we were still sin-
ners Christ died for us. 
  
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 4:5-42 
  
Jesus came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of land that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. Jacobôs well was there. 
Jesus, tired from his journey, sat down there at the well. It was about noon. 
  
A woman of Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, ñGive me a drink.ò His disciples had gone into the town to buy food. 
The Samaritan woman said to him, ñHow can you, a Jew, ask me, a Samaritan woman, for a drink?ò For Jews use nothing in com-
mon with Samaritans. Jesus answered and said to her, ñIf you knew the gift of God and who is saying to you, óGive me a drink, ó you 
would have asked him and he would have given you living water.ò The woman said to him, ñSir, you do not even have a bucket and 
the cistern is deep; where then can you get this living water? Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us this cistern and 
drank from it himself with his children and his flocks?ò Jesus answered and said to her, ñEveryone who drinks this water will be 
thirsty again; but whoever drinks the water I shall give will never thirst; the water I shall give will become in him a spring of water 
welling up to eternal life.ò The woman said to him, ñSir, give me this water, so that I may not be thirsty or have to keep coming here 
to draw water.ò 
  
Jesus said to her, ñGo call your husband and come back.ò The woman answered and said to him, ñI do not have a husband.ò Jesus 
answered her, ñYou are right in saying, óI do not have a husband.ô For you have had five husbands, and the one you have now is not 
your husband. What you have said is true.ò The woman said to him, ñSir, I can see that you are a prophet. Our ancestors worshiped 
on this mountain; but you people say that the place to worship is in Jerusalem.ò Jesus said to her, ñBelieve me, woman, the hour is 
coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. You people worship what you do not under-
stand; we worship what we understand, because salvation is from the Jews. But the hour is coming, and is now here, when true wor-
shipers will worship the Father in Spirit and truth; and indeed the Father seeks such people to worship him. God is Spirit, and those 
who worship him must worship in Spirit and truth.ò The woman said to him, ñI know that the Messiah is coming, the one called the 
Christ; when he comes, he will tell us everything.ò Jesus said to her, ñI am he, the one speaking with you.ò 
  
At that moment his disciples returned, and were amazed that he was talking with a woman, but still no one said, ñWhat are you look-
ing for?ò or ñWhy are you talking with her?ò The woman left her water jar and went into the town and said to the people, ñCome see 
a man who told me everything I have done. Could he possibly be the Christ?ò They went out of the town and came to him. Mean-
while, the disciples urged him, ñRabbi, eat.ò But he said to them, ñI have food to eat of which you do not know.ò So the disciples 
said to one another, ñCould someone have brought him something to eat?ò Jesus said to them, ñMy food is to do the will of the one 
who sent me and to finish his work. Do you not say, óIn four months the harvest will be hereô? I tell you, look up and see the fields 
ripe for the harvest. The reaper is already receiving payment and gathering crops for eternal life, so that the sower and reaper can 
rejoice together. For here the saying is verified that óOne sows and another reaps.ô I sent you to reap what you have not worked for; 
others have done the work, and you are sharing the fruits of their work.ò 
  

Many of the Samaritans of that town began to believe in him because of the word of the woman who testified, ñHe told me every-
thing I have done.ò When the Samaritans came to him, they invited him to stay with them; and he stayed there two days. Many more 
began to believe in him because of his word, and they said to the woman, ñWe no longer believe because of your word; for we have 
heard for ourselves, and we know that this is truly the savior of the world.ò 
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