WELCOME

If you are alienated or upset, we welcome you lovingly.
If you are in need of forgiveness, Jesus forgives you completely—with unconditional love.
If you have been hurt by the Church, we are truly sorry.
If you are angry, Jesus offers you peace.
If life has become burdensome, we are here to support you.
We are happy you are here and want you to stay.
We would like to share our lives with you.
Come join us each week so we can worship God together.

Parish Staff Weekend Mass Schedule

Rev. Richard T. Conway—Pastor

rtconway@comcast.net

Saturday 4:00 pm

Sunday at 9:00 and 11:00 am
Irene Bonner — Business Manager

ibonner@comcast.net Weekdays as announced
Susan Hurton—Faith Formation Director
shurton.srb@gmail.com Parish Office
Joe Galluzzo — RCIA Coordinator
joe.galluzzo@comecast.net; 978-314-3404 078-683-8922
Yvonne Gobis — Liturgical Music Coordinator Fax: 978-689-8878

ygobis@comcast.net; 978-452-0831
Office Hours:

Karen Bailey — Communications Coordinator Tuesday-Friday

kbailey(07 t.net
kbailey07@comcast.ne 9:30 am to noon:

Laura Szekely — Funeral Ministry 1:00 to 4:30 pm
leszekely@gmail.com

Marriage
Please contact the Parish Office at least six months in advance. Participation in both a parish and a dioce-
san preparation is required of all couples.

RCIA
Adults interested in baptism or joining the Catholic Church should contact Joe Galluzzo at 978-314-3404

or joe.galluzzo@comecast.net.

Anointing & Pastoral Care of the Sick
Please contact the Parish Office when a parishioner is seriously ill or goes into the hospital. Staff and
Communion Ministers bring communion to those who are infirm. Sacrament of the Sick is celebrated com-
munally in the spring and the fall.
Baptism
Celebrated regularly at Sunday Eucharist. Mandatory parent preparation sessions are held at church eve-
ry other month. Please contact the Parish Office four months prior to the intended Baptism date.

A Stewardship Parish

Building a Catholic community of commitment, passion and love
Celebrating our faith through dynamic liturgy and a rich sacramental life
Welcoming all into the warmth of our parish family
Sharing the gifis God entrusted to us
Striving to learn, live and share our faith
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FROM FATHER RICK
Dear Friends,

HAPPY EASTER!
Today is the first of 50 da-giwnglove andthe fauht ofmexhacsé-1 e b r
ble mercy and forgiveness. The Easter Season is the Season of Initiation into the Body of Christ: the
season of Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist. This is the season of renewal for all of us in our life
in Christ. We begin this feast of initiation with the renewal of our own Baptismal Promises at the
Easter Vigil and our Easter Sunday Massesi a sign of our willingness to work to bring about the
reign of God in the world.

Throughout the season we will celebrate as a Sunday Assembly the Baptisms of our newest mem-
bers, as well as the Confirmation of our adolescents with Bishop Robert Hennessey at the 4:00 pm
Mass on Saturday, April 7. We will celebrate the First Communion of our second graders on Satur-
day, April 28, at 4:00 pm. We will celebrate the Solemnity of the Ascension on Thursday, May 10, at
the 12:10 pm Mass. Then on Pentecost Sunday (50 days from today), May 20, we will bring this 50
day feast to fulfillment and completion as we gather as a parish family at a SINGLE celebration of
the Eucharist at 10:00 am. We will continue the celebration with our fourteenth annual parish cele-
bration here on our property. More details will be forthcoming over the next few weeks.

To those who are visiting with us this weekend: We are happy you are with us today. If you are

home from school, we welcome you home and hope you have found your time home restorative. If

you are visiting family or friends from afar, we hope you enjoyed your stay, have celebrated well

with us, and discovered additional family and friends in the Lord. We bid you safe home. If you live

locally and have shared this time with us, we likewise are glad that you are with us. We offer you an
invitation to continue to join us each week. We invite you to join us fi the community of Saint Rob-
erfids we together do our best to celebrate and |
Christ, and bring that love to the world.

EASTER FLOWER ENVELOPES
We maintain our Easter environment for the full 50 days of the Feast. It is not too late to memorial-
ize the flowers for the season. There are Easter Flower Envelopes available in the vestibule. You can
return them in the collection basket or mail them to the parish office . The complete list of those me-
morialized will be published in the Pentecost Sunday bulletin.

FROM POPE FRANCIS
(Homily of Pope Francis at Easter Vigil 2017)

OAfter the Sabbath, as the first day of the week
went to seeM2elltomWWeéd €an picture them as they w
people going to a cemetery, with uncertain and weary steps, like those who find it hard to believe

that this is how it all ended. We can picture their faces, pale and tearful. And their question: can

Love have truly died?

Unlike the disciples, the women are present d just as they had been present as the Master breathed
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his last on the cross, and then, with Joseph of Arimathea, as he was laid in the tomb. Two women
who did not run away, who remained steadfast, who faced life as it is and who knew the bitter taste
of injustice. We see them there, before the tomb, filled with grief but equally incapable of accepting
that things must always end this way.

If we try to imagine this scene, we can see in the faces of those women any number of other faces:
the faces of mothers and grandmothers, of children and young people who bear the grievous bur-

den of injustice and brutality. In their faces we can see reflected all those who, walking the streets of
our cities, feel the pain of dire poverty, the sorrow born of exploitation and human trafficking. We

can also see the faces of those who are greeted with contempt because they are immigrants, de-
prived of country, house and family. We see faces whose eyes bespeak loneliness and abandonment,
because their hands are creased with wrinkles. Their faces mirror the faces of women, mothers, who
weep as they see the lives of their children crushed by massive corruption that strips them of their
rights and shatters their dreams. By daily acts
hopes. By paralyzing and barren bureaucracies that stand in the way of change. In their grief, those
two women reflect the faces of all those who, walking the streets of our cities, behold human dignity
crucified.

The faces of those women mirror many other faces too, including perhaps yours and mine. Like

them, we can feel driven to keep walking and not resign ourselves to the fact that things have to end
this way. True, we carry within us a promise and
also bear the mark of wounds, of so many acts of infidelity, our own and those of others, of efforts

made and battles lost. In our hearts, we know that things can be different but, almost without notic-

ing it, we can grow accustomed to living with the tomb, living with frustration. Worse, we can even

convince ourselves that this is the law of life, and blunt our consciences with forms of escape that

only serve to dampen the hope that God has entrusted to us. So often we walk as those women did,

poised between the desire of God and bleak resignation. Not only does the Master die, but our hope

dies with him.

0And suddenly there wHts28:2). Ugexpecedly, thase women del & powerful
tremor, as something or someone made the earth shake beneath their feet. Once again, someone
cametotellthem:0 Do not ,butnowdddiryi cdtbe has been Mhasiisgthethesas h
sage that, generation after generation, this Holy Night passesontous:0 Do not be afrai c
sisters; he iLie, whichgdeath destooyet an the aass) now reawakens and pulsates

anew (cf. ROMANO GUARDINI, The Lord Chicago, 1954, p. 473). The heartbeat of the Risen Lord is
granted us as a gift, a present, a new horizon. The beating heart of the Risen Lord is given to us, and

we are asked to give it in turn as a transforming force, as the leaven of a new humanity. In the resur-
rection, Christ rolled back the stone of the tomb, but he wants also to break down all the walls that

keep us locked in our sterile pessimism, in our carefully constructed ivory towers that isolate us

from life, in our compulsive need for security and in boundless ambition that can make us compro-

mise the dignity of others.

When the High Priest and the religious leaders, in collusion with the Romans, believed that they

could calculate everything, that the final word had been spoken and that it was up to them to apply

it, God suddenly breaks in, upsets all the rules and offers new possibilities. God once more comes to

meet us, to create and consolidate a new age, the age of mercy. This is the promise present from the
beginning. This is Godds surprise for his faithf
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resurrection, an offer of life ready to be awakened.

That is what this night calls us to proclaim: the heartbeat of the Risen Lord. Christ is alive! That is
what quickened the pace of Mary Magdalene and the other Mary. That is what made them return in
haste to tell the news (Mt 28:8). That is what made them lay aside their mournful gait and sad looks.
They returned to the city to meet up with the others.

Now that, like the two women, we have visited the tomb, | ask you to go back with them to the city.

Let us all retrace our steps and change the look on our faces. Let us go back with them to tell the
newsé I n all those places where the grave seems
ly way out. Let us go back to proclaim, to share, to reveal that it is true: the Lord is alive! He is living

and he wants to rise again in all those faces that have buried hope, buried dreams, buried dignity. If

we cannot let the Spirit lead us on this road, then we are not Christians.

Let us go, then. Let us allow ourselves to be surprised by this new dawn and by the newness that
Christ alone can give. May we allow his tenderness and his love to guide our steps. May we allow
the beating of his heart to quicken our faintness of heart.

| wish you a Happy and Holy Easter Season,

Fr. Rick
Easter Cobl ecjtio
Stewardship Reflection Clergy Fund
. ) ) The 590 diocesan priests in our Aich-
0Think of what is abovg QdcesdValedaliivays thereQoPsissfra I 1

i Colossians 3:2 ing Christos gpbod

On this day we thank God for His Son, Jesus, ul diffe
who died and rose for us. We celebrate and ence in your life, and consider honoring them wfth a ge
singdb Al | ellaaiti@s 6try to keeproolhe jgoytoft ot hioddayodsl co
Easter season in our hearts throughout the donate $25 through your cell phone by textingfthe wol
year! Pray daily and listen for how He is call- PRIEST25 to 20222 (message and data ratesjmay aj
ing each of us to joyfully use our gifts to fulfill S
His salvation plan. Thank you for your prayers and generous supgort of o
priests.
Parish Community Prayer I ntenjftic
At our padr e qhoere nweirtsh per milsess @nwhaeard sgi ck

or ihospieet al anrde nweinsbhe rteod bien our prayers:
The names in the Parish Community Prayer I ntgnti
bulletin in order to maintain the privacy of |Jt hc
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MAss SCHEDULE Question of the Week
Easter Sunday
Breaking Open the Word
Suggested text for faith

Saturday, March 31
Holy Saturday

9:00 am: Morning Prayer, Blessing of Easter
Foods, Prayer over Confirmandi
8:00 pm: Solemn Easter Vigil

Sunday, April 1
Easter Sunday

Masses at 9:00 am and 11:00 am

Monday, April 2
Monday within the Octave of Easter

No Mass

Tuesday, April 3
Tuesday within the Octave of Easter

No Mass

Wednesday, April 4
Wednesday within the Octave of Easter

6:00 pm: Intention of the Presider

Thursday, April 5
Thursday within the Octave of Easter

12:10 pm: Intention of the Presider

Friday, April 6
Friday within the Octave of Easter

12:10 pm: People of the Parish

Saturday, April 7
Vigil, Second Sunday of Easter
Celebration of the Sacrament of Confirmation

4:00 pm: Confirmation Candidates

Sunday, April 8
Second Sunday of Easter

9:00 am: Tom Saunders
11:00 am: Walter Hogan

Second Reading, from Colossians

Step One: Listen to the Word

As you hear this very brief reading, what
words or phrases strike you? What image or
feeling lingers for you?

Step Two: Look into Your Life
Question for Children: What sacrifices do you
make for those whom you love?

Question for Youth: Even the disciples had a
hard time understand?®r
it is that surprising. What does Resurrection
mean to you? What does Easter mean to you?

Question for Adults: In what ways has God
called you to die in Christ? How is this ex-

pressed in your own life?

£2 N \

Readings for the week

Sunday: Acts 10:34a, 37-43; Ps 118:1-2,
16-17, 22-23; Col 3:1-4 or
1 Cor 5:6b-8; Jn 20:1-9 or
Mk 16:1-7 or Lk 24:13-35

Monday: Acts 2:14, 22-33; Ps 16:1-2a, 5, 7-8,
9-10, 11; Mt 28:8-15

Tuesday: Acts 2:36-41; Ps 33:4-5, 18-19, 20,
22;Jn20:11-18

Wednesday: Acts 3:1-10; Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7,
8-9; Lk 24:13-35

Thursday: Acts 3:11-26; Ps 8:2ab, 5, 6-7, 8-9;
Lk 24:35-48

Friday: Acts 4:1-12; Ps 118:1-2, 4, 22-24,
25-27a; Jn 21:1-14

Saturday: Acts 4:13-21; Ps 118:1, 14-15ab,
16-18, 19-21; Mk 16:9-15

Next Sunday: Acts 4:32-35; Ps 118:2-4, 13-15,

22-24; 1 Jn 5:1-6; Jn 20:19-31
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The Prayer Shawl Ministry we
tributing to this important ministry of care! We
rently taking care of immediate requests and

community. The group will serve to enrich our
sonal spiritual growth and provide opportunitie
en of the parish to get to know one another thr

Drop in, relax, chat. All women in the parish
comeQuestions? Contact Jean Tornatore
torn@verizon.net or-8822960.

N . a
St. RdabePatri $h
Knights of Caql
The Knights are Catholic men, age 18 or older, |wh¢ -
port the parish, the community, and the Church in the
of charity, friendship, and service. Join your fellg buld er
ioners (and 1.8 million other men) doing good
the parish community. You can volunteer as mugch &
like or as little and on your own schedule. For nf Baby Blanketsg, T
mation, please contact Paul Monticciglo 3 We are expanding our prayer ghawl
paul.monticciolo@gmail.com or visit them on the ministry to include baby blankefs for
KOFC10877.org. the little ones baptized here a St.
: @@ Mark you calendar for Cinco de
~ Mayo fun on Saturday, May ! 5. If yo
Details coming soon! would like to get involved or learn more about fhis mir
istry, contact Jan Fay at steve.fay@verizon.nef.

AUNt i | we find oursel ves
trating insights, fewer compulsions, less need for the
transient, greater awareness of the spiritual pulse of
life, resurrection has not really happened for us. Je-

. . . . sus has risen but we have not. Resurrection is
Looking for ways to get involved in Community change at the root of the soul. It marks a whole new
Service?Sign up for the Community Outreach enaifyay of being in |ife.

mailing list to receive updates on regular oppprturitiese g c he s |, Ato which we a
within the parish and out in the local community. E Mailout dazzling lightut only i f it s
kbaileyO7@comcast.net to join the list. 8 Sr. Joan Chittister, OSB
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coming up

What do we need every moriti@ supply food to f

150 people a nutritious, hot meal of tacos ar
That 6s a | ot o fdnd matted hg
smabhel ps! Hereds what

Cooked ground beef (50+ pounds)
Tortillas (20 packagesiatB (medium) size)
Shredded cheese (30 pounds)

Salsa (6 large jugs or equivalent)

Taco seasoning {25 packets)

Lettuce (16 heads)

Cucumbers (15)

Tomatoes (48 medium/large)

L N e W e N e B e B e e B |

| t © shjus arepyoff food donations when yq
come to Mass on the weekend of April 14/15.

Nonperishables can be left in the bin in the vest
the church anytime. Perishable items are collg

the Driscoll Hall kitchen (please leave in big silve

if no one is there when you drop off).

Questions?Contact Marian & David Magnan at
magnan@gmail.com or@B#969, or Lisa Lattari
lisa.lattari@gmail.com of/3B8736. Thank you!!!

bed

&

Meal Service
Team Needed
Sunday, April 15
4:307:30 pm
Lazarus House
Holly Street Shelter,
Lawrence

St . Bobxrentves the eveni
Street family shelter 0
mont h, year round. A t ead
pares and serves the me
Great family opportunity
and try it out! Emai | k b
i nformation or to sign u
7

| U|s@‘éo¥n9a§t RGRINEAS U -

Hglim[

FAIRLY TRADED

Yoeveeyfd@@apuodhase Jtr a
need: Twi ce.
St . Robertds offers gua

Did you know? St.
trade coffee at all parish gatherings.

gi ve
Choi

Come
Yout h

a‘hergnlé always g gnack hygak dyrigq rehgarsa
ents ipke tugn$ s ,rebeargabrmpaltggr§ an sfna

NathnyoHardlrﬂebS@haﬁd@a&IQorr%@ﬂs’oz@ nt s

or 0 ®BIBI6P it | Yvonrd ﬁ@é)t%'s ]EiG K
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St . Robert B €

Pari sh&Mem ou

Next meeting fi Saturday, April 7
The St . Robert Bel |
Group meets the first Saturday of every
month from 7:30-8:30 am. We invite all men
from the parish of any age, at any place on
their spiritual journey, to join us at any time.
Please come at least once with an open mind
to determine if it is for you. Questions? Con-
tact Dennis Vecchi at vechfam6@verizon.net.

Bellarmine Roonw e

Il t6s right
what 6s happeni
connected to the Mass.

Chil dr ends L iRightafgenthe ope ng
fromgrades’ K t o go downst a

A trained catechist will walk the kids through

ings for that week, giving the kids time to listen|and
cuss and connect to them in aapgepriate manner.
This gives older children plus mom and dad timg to
to the readings proclfal

for the reminder of Mass.

Gathering Spacéo you have a child who some
needs to take a breather from the pew? There i§ an
space in the back of the church where you can t
short break and regroup if you need to, while still
part of the Mass community.

(

Most importantly, all are welcome! We are a jayfu
coming community that understands jugglings c
tricky and is ready to meet you where you are. €o

homily. The children then return upstairs after the hoth

mineyb@rasd cMenes
not only as responsible citizens, but
al so as f ol |oPopeerascis o f

t o] ca

Cr

t Andc
plastic
stic

ne foo
pting I

There are two important warrants up at the ne
ver Town Meeting to help reduce the toll that
are taking on our pléren thin film single use plg
check out bags (article #55) AND ban polystyrg
and beverage ware( article #56). Town meg
scheduled for April 3@ty 2nd, 2018. Please plah to

show up and vote yes on these two articles and hel
make Andover the 62nd town in MA to ban bags an
the 26th town in MA to ban polystyrene food & heverac
waykd Fof moké iinformatibnh check out AndoverBYOB&
8n FH.arResfull £8 6f thél\Faffants can also be ffound :
Pﬁtﬁst//a?ndoVePrﬁé gq@/?c{c&nbrﬁCenter/ViewM 20.

can

roo m“ e it
eft y )
sound o
i ce
Wl}%am IS::Y Conway, USN, SN M
ou ee
s‘%D B etach%mh‘[ |1 9Y-
nnah Jean Kuegler, USA, BM2E&ing
CGSean Hodgdon, USAF, Cpl Chris
“ aMC, SFC John B. Nicholas, USA, S N
|CFI'[Z ug( U A rSg.T Vi A =
D@ Paul |guere leg\Rle 1st Lt teprhén
Dr he|m USA, Col. James Coffey, USAH, Lyle
Shackel ford, Pvt. Al elxan

pse Whitcomb, USA, Col. Brian P. Bedell, USA, Cap

dparren Whitcomb, USA, BG Patrick J. Donahye, US/
hkBG Brian P. Donahue, USA, Cpt. Michael McGaffigal
béidsA, Lt. Jesse Salisbury, USA F, Sgt. Maureen Galvi
USA, SpOps, Commander| Ke
Belonia, Maj. Tony Hoffman, USA, Maj. Ross Coffmal

, W8A, Maj. Garth Howe, USA, Chief Warrant Qfficer
ﬁl'n N#ehael Morris, USA, Captain Matthew Mancifi, US/
€30t . EIl l en Barnes O006C¢onn

Mazza, USA, Pvt. Joseph D. Gagnon, USM
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EASTER SUNDAY

SCRI PTURE READI NGS FOR NEXT WEEK:
SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER

A reading from the ®88&ts of the Apostles 4: 32

The community of believers was of one heart and mind, and no one claimed that any of his possessions was
his own, but they had everything in common. With great power the apostles bore witness to the resurrection of
the Lord Jesus, and great favor was accorded them all. There was no needy person among them, for those who
owned property or houses would sell them, bring the proceeds of the sale, and put them at the feet of the apos-
tles, and they were distributed to each according to need.

A reading from the fi6st Letter of Saint John 5:

Beloved: Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is begotten by God, and everyone who loves the Fa-
ther loves also the one begotten by him. In this way we know that we love the children of God when we love
God and obey his commandments. For the love of God is this, that we keep his commandments. And his com-
mandments are not burdensome, for whoever is begotten by God conquers the world. And the victory that
conquers the world is our faith. Who indeed is the victor over the world but the one who believes that Jesus is
the Son of God?

This is the one who came through water and blood, Jesus Christ, not by water alone, but by water and blood.
The Spirit is the one that testifies, and the Spirit is truth.

+ A reading from the holy-3Gospel according to Jo

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the doors were locked, where the disciples were, for fear of
the Jews, Jesus came and stood in their midst and said to them, fiPeace be with you.0 When he had said this,
he showed them his hands and his side. The disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them
again, fiPeace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.0 And when he had said this, he breathed
on them and said to them, fiReceive the Holy Spirit. Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, and whose sins
you retain are retained.oO

Thomas, called Didymus, one of the Twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples said
to him, iWe have seen the Lord.0 But he said to them, fiUnless I see the mark of the nails in his hands and put
my finger into the nailmarks and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.0

Now a week later his disciples were again inside and Thomas was with them. Jesus came, although the doors
were locked, and stood in their midst and said, fiPeace be with you.0 Then he said to Thomas, fiPut your finger
here and see my hands, and bring your hand and put it into my side, and do not be unbelieving, but believe.0
Thomas answered and said to him, iMy Lord and my God!0 Jesus said to him, fiHave you come to believe be-
cause you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and have believed.0

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are not written in this book. But these are
written that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that through this belief you
may have life in his name.
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