
WELCOME 
If you are alienated or upset, we welcome you lovingly. 

If you are in need of forgiveness, Jesus forgives you completely—with unconditional love. 

If you have been hurt by the Church, we are truly sorry. 

If you are angry, Jesus offers you peace. 

If life has become burdensome, we are here to support you. 

We are happy you are here and want you to stay. 

We would like to share our lives with you. 

Come join us each week so we can worship God together. 
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Parish Staff 

 

Rev. Richard T. Conway–Pastor 
rtconway@comcast.net 

 

Irene Bonner – Business Manager 
ibonner@comcast.net 

 

Susan Hurton–Faith Formation Director 

shurton.srb@gmail.com 

 

Joe Galluzzo – RCIA Coordinator 
joe.galluzzo@comcast.net; 978-314-3404  

 

Yvonne Gobis – Liturgical Music Coordinator 
ygobis@comcast.net; 978-452-0831 

 

Karen Bailey – Communications Coordinator 
kbailey07@comcast.net 

 

Laura Szekely – Funeral Ministry 
lcszekely@gmail.com 

Weekend Mass Schedule 

 

Saturday 4:00 pm 

Sunday at 9:00 and 11:00 am 

 

Weekdays as announced 

 

 

Parish Office 

 

978-683-8922 

Fax: 978-689-8878 

 

Office Hours:   

Tuesday-Friday  

9:30 am to noon;  

1:00 to 4:30 pm 

Marriage 
Please contact the Parish Office at least six months in advance. Participation in both a parish and a dioce-

san preparation is required of all couples. 

RCIA 
Adults interested in baptism or joining the Catholic Church should contact Joe Galluzzo at 978-314-3404  

or joe.galluzzo@comcast.net. 

Anointing & Pastoral Care of  the Sick 
Please contact the Parish Office when a parishioner is seriously ill or goes into the hospital. Staff and 

Communion Ministers bring communion to those who are infirm. Sacrament of the Sick is celebrated com-

munally in the spring and the fall. 

Baptism 
Celebrated regularly at Sunday Eucharist. Mandatory parent preparation sessions are held at church eve-

ry other month. Please contact the Parish Office four months prior to the intended Baptism date. 
 

A Stewardship Parish  
 

Building a Catholic community of commitment, passion and love 

Celebrating our faith through dynamic liturgy and a rich sacramental life 

Welcoming all into the warmth of our parish family 

Sharing the gifts God entrusted to us 

Striving to learn, live and share our faith 
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APRIL 29, 2018 

FROM FATHER RICK   

Dear Friends,  

HAPPY EASTER!  

Today, we continue our Easter celebration with the Fifth Sunday of Easter. Throughout the season 
we will celebrate the Paschal Mystery in a myriad of ways!  

 

As a Sunday Assembly, the Baptisms of our newest members take place through out the Season.  

 

We will celebrate First Holy Communion this Saturday, April 28,  at 4:00 pm.   
 

Sunday, May 6, we will observe the 10th Anniversary of Fr. Frankõs death (May 9) at the 11:00 am 
Mass, followed by hospitality. Iõm hoping some of his family will be able to join us. 

 

On May 9 and 10, we will celebrate the Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord with 6:00 pm Mass 
on Wednesday, followed by Holy Day Supper, and 12:10 pm Mass on Thursday. Please let Irene in 
the office know if you are going to join us for supper.  
 

Then on Pentecost Sunday, May 20, we will bring this 50 -day feast to fulfillment and completion as 
we gather as a parish family at a SINGLE  celebration of the Eucharist at 10:00 am. We will continue 
the celebration with our fourteenth annual parish celebration here on our property, and our second 
Churrasco. More details will be forthcoming over the next few weeks. You should have received 
your invitation during the past week. Please RSVP as soon as possible. The RSVP deadline is 
Wednesday, May 9.  

 

EASTER FLOWER ENVELOPES  

We maintain our Easter environment for the full 50 days of the Feast. It is not too late to memorial-
ize the flowers for the season. There are Easter Flower Envelopes available in the vestibule. You can 
return them in the collection basket or mail them to the parish office . The complete list of those me-
morialized will be published in the Pentecost Sunday bulletin.  
 

ANNUAL APPEAL  

Please take a moment and make a response to the Catholic Appeal. Thanks to those who have al-
ready participated. As of last Monday, we are at $43,220 from 107 households, on our way to 
$62,933. This is 72% of our goal. Please prayerfully consider your level of participation today and 
make a pledge or a contribution. There are Blue envelopes in the vestibule, please take one and drop 
it in the collection next week or drop it off at the parish office.  

 

FROM POPE FRANCIS  

On Tuesday morning April 24 at Casa Santa Marta, Pope Francis reflects on the readings of the day 
and the central role of the Holy Spirit in the discipleõs life. 

 

Pope Francis, speaking about the close-mindedness of the doctors of the Law in the Gospel of John (10:22-30), 
explained how their observance of the law became rigidity. Since they placed themselves at the center, they re-
mained untouched before the works the Holy Spirit accomplishes. Pope Francis highlights their inability to 
òdiscern the signs of the timesó as a type of prison: They received a law that was life, but they òdistilledó it, 
they transformed it into an ideology and thus they toss and turn it and are unable to move beyond. Anything  
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new for them is a threat. 
  

Docility to the Spirit  
The opposite is true of the child of God for whom the Holy Spirit is central. The Acts of the Apostles (11:19-
26) shows us the first disciples who were docile before what was new to them, Pope Francis said. That is the 
attitude which led them to sow the Word of God in ways that were not tried and true. òThey remained docile 
to the Holy Spirit and accomplished something that was more than a revolutionó, the Pope said. They put the 
Church in motion showing us that a Church can only achieve its balance like a bicycleñonly when it is in mo-
tion. 
  
Reacting to the Spirit  
Pope Francis continued by saying that there are two contrary ways to describe a personõs reaction to the 
breath of the Holy Spirit: closure or openness. It is openness which characterizes the disciples and the apostles, 
Pope Francis said. 
  
Grant us the Strength of the Spirit  
Before the fact that there will always be resistance to the Holy Spirit in the Church, the Pope concluded with 
this prayer: 
  

May the Lord grant us the grace of knowing how to resist that which we must resist, that which comes from 
the evil one, that deprives us of our freedom. May we know how to open ourselves to new things, but only 
those that come from God. May he grant us, with the strength of the Holy Spirit, the grace to discern the signs 
of the times in order to make the decisions that we need to make in that moment. 
  
I wish you a Happy and Holy Easter Season,  
Fr. Rick            

 

Hailey Anastasi  

Bridget Connors  

Michael Connors  

Theresa Connors  

Fallon Frost  

Maeve Savage  

Caroline Schnee 

Ryan Turgeon  

Please include the following children in  
your prayers as they will be receiving Holy 
Communion for the first time this weekend:  
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Stewardship Reflection  

 

òChildren, let us love not in word or speech  
but in deed and truth.ó  ð 1 John 3:18 

 

Regarding our Catholic faith, do you òwalk the 
talk?ó Do your actions reflect what it means to 
be a good disciple? Are you an active partici-
pant at Sunday Mass? Are you joyful when 
participating in parish ministry? Do you give 
gratefully and generously with your financial 
support to your parish and other Church 
needs? If not, itõs not too late to start! 

 In Service  
Lt. William E. Conway, USN, SN Madalina 
Yvonne Southworth, USN, Cpt. Brian Kee, Cpt. 
Dan York, SFODA 1324 Detachment, 2nd Lt. 
Hannah Jean Kuegler, USA, BM2 Stuart Bangs, 
USCG, Sean Hodgdon, USAF, Cpl Chris Carey, 
USMC, SFC John B. Nicholas, USA, SGT Jean
-Paul Fitzpatrick, USA, SGT Vincent Amasula, 
USA, CDR Paul Giguere, USN, 1st Lt. Stephen 
Draheim, USA, Col. James Coffey, USAF, Lyle 
Shackelford, Pvt. Alexander Sabu, USA, Genôl. R. Ste-
ve Whitcomb, USA, Col. Brian P. Bedell, USA, Capt. 
Lauren Whitcomb, USA, BG Patrick J. Donahue, USA, 
BG Brian P. Donahue, USA, Cpt. Michael McGaffigan, 
USA, Lt. Jesse Salisbury, USA F, Sgt. Maureen Galvin, 
USA, SpOps, Commander Kevin B. OôBrien, USN, Miko 
Belonia, Maj. Tony Hoffman, USA, Maj. Ross Coffman, 
USA, Maj. Garth Howe, USA, Chief Warrant Officer II 
Michael Morris, USA, Captain Matthew Mancini, USA, 
Sgt. Ellen Barnes OôConnor, USA, Pvt. Adam James 
Mazza, USA, Pvt. Joseph D. Gagnon, USM 

Parish Community  
Prayer Intentions 

   
At our parishionersô request or with permission,  
we list those who are sick or in the hospital  
and wish to be remembered in our prayers: 

  

The names in the Parish Community Prayer 
Intention list are not included in the web ver-
sion of the bulletin in order to maintain the pri-
vacy of those individuals. 

 

April 2018 Offertory 
Monthly Budget:  $31,250.00 
Month to Date: $25,145.00 

Electronic Giving April 16-22 $1854.00 

In Pew Weekend April 21/22 $4421.00 

Total Offertory w/e April 22 $6275.00 

Weekly Budget April $7812.00 

Weekly Budget Performance  $-1537.00 

 

Knights of Columbus  
Father Francis OõHare Memorial Scholarship  

 

The Saint Robert Bellarmine Council 10877 Knights of 
Columbus is pleased to announce a scholarship op-
portunity for parishioners, Knights, and their families. 
The Knights will sponsor one $500 scholarship to a 
graduating high school senior entering a Catholic col-
lege or university. The Knights of Columbus Father 
Francis OôHare Memorial Scholarship is in honor of 
Father Frankôs years of service to our parish and its 
youth, and as chaplain of our Knights of Columbus 
council. Questions? Please contact Paul Monticciolo 
at paul.monticciolo@gmail.com. Applications can be 
downloaded from http://kofcknights.org/CouncilSite/?
CNO=10877.  

 

Completed applications are due by May 13, 2018. 
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Question of the Week: 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 
Theme: I am the vine; you are the branches. 
 

Breaking Open the Word  
Suggested faith sharing text: Todayõs Gospel 

 

Step One: Listen to the Word  
When you hear the word proclaimed today, 
what phrase or image of the Gospel strikes 
you? 

 

Step Two: Look into Your Life  
Question for Children:  How do you keep 
yourself connected to Jesus in your daily life? 

 

Question for Youth:  Jesus is the vine ð we are 
the branches, connected to Him as our life-
source. When do you feel most connected to 
Jesus in your everyday life? How can you go 
there more often? 

 

Question for Adults:  How does your own con-
nection to Christ, the vine, affect your daily 
life? What image from this reading helps you 
see the importance of this connection to Christ? 

 

Readings for the week of April 29, 2018 
 
Sunday:  Acts 9:26-31; Ps 22:26-27, 28, 30,  
  31-32; 1 Jn 3:18-24; Jn 15:1-8 
Monday: Acts 14:5-18; Ps 115:1-2, 3-4, 15-16;  
  Jn 14:21-26 
Tuesday: Acts 14:19-28; Ps 145:10-11,  
  12-13ab, 21; Jn 14:27-31a 
Wednesday: Acts 15:1-6; Ps 122:1-2, 3-4ab,  
  4cd-5; Jn 15:1-8  
Thursday: 1 Cor 15:1-8; Ps 19:2-3, 4-5;  
  Jn 14:6-14 
Friday:  Acts 15:22-31; Ps 57:8-9, 10, 12;  
  Jn 15:12-17 
Saturday: Acts 16:1-10; Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 5;  
  Jn 15:18-21 
Next Sunday: Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48; Ps 98:1,  
  2-3, 3-4; 1 Jn 4:7-10; Jn 15:9-17 

Wednesday, May 2 
St. Athanasius, Bishop and Doctor of the 
Church  
  

6:00 pm:  Intention of the Presider 

 

Thursday, May 3  
Saints Philip and James, Apostles  
  

12:10 pm: Richard Levrault 

 

Friday, May 4  
Easter Weekday 
  

12:10 pm: People of the Parish 

 

Sunday, May 6  
Sixth Sunday of Easter  
  

9:00 am: Motherõs Day Novena 
11:00 am: Fr. Frank OõHare, 10th Anniversary 

 

Saturday, May 5  
Vigil, Sixth Sunday of Easter  
  

4:00 pm: Elaine and Marianne Soter 

 

Sunday, April 29  
Fifth Sunday of Easter  
  

9:00 am:  David Haley 
11:00 am:  Carol Veilleux  

 

Saturday, April 28  
Vigil, Fifth Sunday of Easter  
  

4:00 pm:  First Communion 

 

A Special Thank You from Jean Tornatore:  
 

òThank you to all who attended the services for 
my father, Joseph Sangermano. I am overwhelmed 
by the cards, prayers, and sentiments that I have 
received over the past few weeks. I am honored to 
be part of this parish community. Your support 
means more than I can ever express.ó 
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3ÐÏÎÓÏÒÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ 3ÔȢ 2ÏÂÅÒÔȭÓ 0ÁÒÉÓÈ #ÏÕÎÃÉÌ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ +ÎÉÇÈÔÓ ÏÆ #ÏÌÕÍÂÕÓȢ 

"ÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ  
×ÈÏÌÅ ÆÁÍÉÌÙȦ 

&ÒÅÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÄÏÎÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÒÁÆÆÌÅÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÈÅÌÐ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÔÈÅ  
+ÎÉÇÈÔÓ ÏÆ #ÏÌÕÍÂÕÓ #ÁÔÈÏÌÉÃ #ÏÌÌÅÇÅ 3ÃÈÏÌÁÒÓÈÉÐ &ÕÎÄȢ 

 

Andover Zero Waste Day  
Saturday, May 5, 9:00 am to 1:00 pm 

Brickstone Square, Andover  

Just in time for spring cleaning? Clear out those closets and 
pass on your gently used items to those in need. There will 
be drive through drop off. Drop by the Andover Town web-
site for a flyer with details on what you can drop off and 
which organizations are participating. 

Lend a hand to Project Home Again! 
Are you available anytime between 8:45 am and 1:15 pm 
on May 5? PHA is looking for help staffing thier donation 
location at Zero Waste Day and loading the donations into 
their truck. Sign up at www.phama.org/events/zero-waste-
day-andover. 

Please Help Nominate  
Franco-American of the Year! 

 

Each year the Franco-American Day Committee of 
Lowell selects a deserving citizen of Greater Lowell 
and the Merrimack Valley for recognition as Franco-
American of the Year. Established in 1975, the 
award celebrates an individualôs contributions to pre-
serving and promoting French language, culture, and 
heritage in a way that honors the Catholic values 
handed down by our Canadian forebears. As always, 
we ask for your recommendations in helping us 
make our selection. Please write a letter providing as 
much information as possible about someone you 
feel has made significant contributions to Franco-
American life here in the Merrimack Valley. Send 
your letter by May 18 to: Franco-American Day Com-
mittee, Attn: Nominating Committee, P.O. Box 635, 
Lowell, MA 01853. We thank you in advance for your 
prayerful consideration. For more information, con-
tact: Mr. Lucien Dalpe (978-957-1710) 
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Town Meeting This Week  
Your vote is needed! 

There are two important warrants up at the next Ando-
ver Town Meeting to help reduce the toll that plastics 
are taking on our planetðban thin film single use plastic 
check out bags (article #55) AND ban polystyrene food 
and beverage ware( article #56). Town meeting is 
scheduled for April 30th-May 2nd, 2018. Please plan to 
show up and vote yes on these two articles and help 
make Andover the 62nd town in MA to ban bags and 
the 26th town in MA to ban polystyrene food & beverage 
ware! For more information, check out AndoverBYOBag 
on FB. The full text of the warrants can also be found at 
https://andoverma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/4520. 

The Giving Garden Season has started! 

  

The Giving Garden has posted the volunteer sign-up schedule for the 2018 growing season. 
Last year the garden produced 5,000 pounds of much needed fresh produce to Neighbors in 
Needôs food pantriesðcome be a part of this yearôs bounty! Spring volunteer hours are: Sunday 
from 2:00-4:00 pm, Tuesday from 5:30-7: 00 pm, and Thursday 9:00-11:00 am. No experience 
necessaryðopen to all ages and abilities!  
 

Questions? Email the garden team at givinggardengrows@gmail.com. 
Want to learn more? Visit southchurch.com/giving-garden. 
Ready to sign up? Go to www.signupgenius.com/go/5080c44ada92aa4f85-spring 

  

Colleen Ritzer, a lifelong resident of Andover and a 

2007 graduate of Andover High School, dedicated her 

life to two passions: her family and teaching. Colleen 

was a popular and beloved math teacher at Danvers 

High School who continues to inspire teachers and stu-

dents alike to this day. The friends and family of Colleen 

Ritzer have created the Step up For Colleen 5k Walk/

Run as a way to celebrate Colleenôs life and her com-

mitment to help and inspire others. The 2018 Step up 

For Colleen 5k will be held on Sunday, May 6, in 

Andover. Registration is now open at stepupforcol-

leen.com. Proceeds from this event will benefit the Col-

leen Ritzer Memorial Scholarship Fund. Thank you for 

Stepping up for Colleen! 

Step up For Colleen 

5K Walk/Run 2018 

is next Sunday! 

Save the DateñSaturday, May 12 
How Can You Support the Post Office Food Drive?  

  

At Home: Leave a bag of non-perishable food donations by your mail-
box for your letter carrier to pick up on May 12. These donations will 
be delivered to local food pantries, including Neighbors in Need in 
Andover. Learn more at www.facebook.com/StampOutHunger.  

  

Volunteers Needed: It will be a busy day at the Neighbors in Need 
warehouse in Andover and weõll need lots of hands to help unload 
mail trucks dropping off food and to date and sort the food received. 
Stay tuned for details on how and when to volunteer.  
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Saint of the Week  
James, Apostle and Martyr, ñ died c. 62 

Feast Day (with St. Philip): May 3  
  
This Saint James is called òthe Lessó or òthe Youngeró to 
distinguish him from the other apostle named James. He 
has also been called òJames the Justó in recognition of the 
respect in which he was held by the Christians of his time.  
  
A number of things can be inferred from the references to 
James in the gospels, together with tradition and what 
has been passed on in the writing of others. (Many 
Church historians believe that there was a third James 
who was prominent in the Church in first century Jerusa-
lem and some of what follows might be attributed to this 
other James.) James was the son of Alphaeus. St. Paul tells 
us that Jesus made a special appearance to James prior to 

 the Ascension. The other apostles were still suspicious of Paul when, three years after his con-
version, he visited Jerusalem. But James, along with Peter, gave Paul a cordial welcome.  
  
James was recognized by Peter as one whose pre-eminence was acknowledged by the Chris-
tians of Jerusalem. Indeed we know that James (or, perhaps, the third James) was the bishop of 
Jerusalem. At the Council of Jerusalem, the bishop appears to have taken a major role. It was at 
this first church council that the decision was made that Gentiles who accepted Christian teach-
ing need not follow all of the Jewish laws. James suggested that they òshould not trouble those 
Gentiles who are turning to God....ó (Acts 15:19). After consulting with Peter, it was James who 
announced the conclusions to the assembly. 
  
Early writers tell us that James was stoned to death by the scribes and Pharisees who were 
afraid that, because of his influence with the people, he would bring all of Jerusalem to Christ. 
As he was being stoned, James knelt down and prayed for his tormentors. One of the priests 
tried to stop the stoning, shouting to the others that James was praying on their behalf. But an-
other priest then took a heavy stick and struck James on the head, killing him. The year of his 
death is commonly accepted to be 62 A.D. 
  
St. James is the patron of druggists, hat makers, and fullers (people who make cloth òfulló by 
pleating or gathering). He shares a Feast with another apostle, St. Philip, on May 3. 
  
James' Message Today: Like many other martyrs and like Jesus, James prayed for his persecu-
tors. It is not easy loving those with whom we are in strong disagreement, but that is what Jesus 
asks us to do. 
  
Y Have you forgiven your enemies or is your animosity still allowing them to rule your life? Ask Jesus 

to help you to learn to forgive those who have hurt you. 
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FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK  
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  

 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 10:25 -26, 34-35, 44-48 
 
When Peter entered, Cornelius met him and, falling at his feet, paid him homage. Peter, however, 
raised him up, saying, òGet up. I myself am also a human being.ó Then Peter proceeded to speak 
and said, òIn truth, I see that God shows no partiality. Rather, in every nation whoever fears him 
and acts uprightly is acceptable to him.ó 
 
While Peter was still speaking these things, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who were listening to the 
word. The circumcised believers who had accompanied Peter were astounded that the gift of the 
Holy Spirit should have been poured out on the Gentiles also, for they could hear them speaking in 
tongues and glorifying God. Then Peter responded, òCan anyone withhold the water for baptizing 
these people, who have received the Holy Spirit even as we have?ó He ordered them to be baptized 
in the name of Jesus Christ. 
 
A reading from the first Letter of Saint John 4:7 -10 
 
Beloved, let us love one another, because love is of God; everyone who loves is begotten by God 
and knows God. Whoever is without love does not know God, for God is love. In this way the love 
of God was revealed to us: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might have life through 
him. In this is love: not that we have loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as expiation 
for our sins. 
 
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 15:9 -17 
 
Jesus said to his disciples: òAs the Father loves me, so I also love you. Remain in my love. If you 
keep my commandments, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Fatherõs command-
ments and remain in his love. òI have told you this so that my joy may be in you and your joy might 
be complete. This is my commandment: love one another as I love you. No one has greater love 
than this, to lay down oneõs life for oneõs friends. You are my friends if you do what I command 
you. I no longer call you slaves, because a slave does not know what his master is doing. I have 
called you friends, because I have told you everything I have heard from my Father. It was not you 
who chose me, but I who chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit that will remain, so that 
whatever you ask the Father in my name he may give you. This I command you: love one another.ó 
 
Copyright 1970, 1986, 1992, 1998, 2001 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc. Washington D.C. All rights reserved. No part of 
this work may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, record-
ing, or by an information storage and retrieval system, without permission in writing from the copyright owner. 

By reading the scriptures I am so renewed that all nature seems renewed around me and  
with me. The sky seems to be a pure, cooler blue, the trees a deeper green. The whole world is 

charged with the glory of God and I feel fire and music under my feet. ñThomas Merton 


