WELCOME

If you are alienated or upset, we welcome you lovingly.
If you are in need of forgiveness, Jesus forgives you completely—with unconditional love.
If you have been hurt by the Church, we are truly sorry.
If you are angry, Jesus offers you peace.
If life has become burdensome, we are here to support you.
We are happy you are here and want you to stay.
We would like to share our lives with you.
Come join us each week so we can worship God together.

Parish Staff Weekend Mass Schedule

Rev. Richard T. Conway—Pastor

rtconway@comcast.net Saturday 4:00 pm

Sunday at 9:00 and 11:00 am

Irene Bonner — Business Manager

ibonner@comcast.net Weekdays as announced
Susan Hurton—Faith Formation Director
shurton.srb@gmail.com .
@g Parish Office
Joe Galluzzo — RCIA Coordinator
joe.galluzzo@comcast.net; 978-314-3404 978-683-8922
Yvonne Gobis — Liturgical Music Coordinator Fax: 978-689-8878

ygobis@comcast.net; 978-452-0831
Office Hours:
Tuesday-Friday

9:30 am to noon;
Laura Szekely — Funeral Ministry 1:00 to 4:30 pm

Icszekely@gmail.com

Karen Bailey — Communications Coordinator
kbailey07@comcast.net

Marriage
Please contact the Parish Office at least six months in advance. Participation in both a parish and a dioce-
san preparation is required of all couples.

RCIA
Adults interested in baptism or joining the Catholic Church should contact Joe Galluzzo at 978-314-3404
or joe.galluzzo@comcast.net.
Anointing & Pastoral Care of the Sick
Please contact the Parish Office when a parishioner is seriously ill or goes into the hospital. Staff and
Communion Ministers bring communion to those who are infirm. Sacrament of the Sick is celebrated com-
munally in the spring and the fall.
Baptism
Celebrated regularly at Sunday Eucharist. Mandatory parent preparation sessions are held at church eve-
ry other month. Please contact the Parish Office four months prior to the intended Baptism date.

A Stewardship Parish

Building a Catholic community of commitment, passion and love
Celebrating our faith through dynamic liturgy and a rich sacramental life
Welcoming all into the warmth of our parish family
Sharing the gifts God entrusted to us
Striving to learn, live and share our faith
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FROM FATHER RICK
Dear Friends,

HAPPY EASTER!

Today, we continue our Easter celebration with the Fifth Sunday of Easter. Throughout the season
we will celebrate the Paschal Mystery in a myriad of ways!

As a Sunday Assembly, the Baptisms of our newest members take place through out the Season.
We will celebrate First Holy Communion this Saturday, April 28, at 4:00 pm.

Sunday, May 6,we wi | | observe the 10th Anniversary of
Mass, foll owed by hospitality. |l ©&m hoping some

On May 9 and 10, we will celebrate the Solemnity of the Ascension of the Lord with 6:00 pm Mass
on Wednesday, followed by Holy Day Supper, and 12:10 pm Mass on Thursday. Please let Irene in
the office know if you are going to join us for supper.

Then on Pentecost SundayMay 20, we will bring this 50 -day feast to fulfilment and completion as
we gather as a parish family at a SINGLE celebration of the Eucharist at 10:00 am. We will continue
the celebration with our fourteenth annual parish celebration here on our property, and our second
Churrasco. More details will be forthcoming over the next few weeks. You should have received
your invitation during the past week. Please RSVP as soon as possible. The RSVP deadline is
Wednesday, May 9.

EASTER FLOWER ENVELOPES
We maintain our Easter environment for the full 50 days of the Feast. It is not too late to memorial-
ize the flowers for the season. There are Easter Flower Envelopes available in the vestibule. You can
return them in the collection basket or mail them to the parish office . The complete list of those me-
morialized will be published in the Pentecost Sunday bulletin.

ANNUAL APPEAL
Please take a moment and make a response to the Catholic Appeal. Thanks to those who have al-
ready participated. As of last Monday, we are at $43,220 from 107 households, on our way to
$62,933. This is 72% of our goal. Please prayerfully consider your level of participation today and
make a pledge or a contribution. There are Blue envelopes in the vestibule, please take one and drop
it in the collection next week or drop it off at the parish office.

FROM POPE FRANCIS

On Tuesday morning April 24 at Casa Santa Marta, Pope Francis reflects on the readings of the day
and the central role of the Holy Spirit in the

Pope Francis, speaking about the clogededness of the doctors of the Law in the Gospel of John300,22

F
o

d

explained how their observance of the law became rigidity. Since they placed themselves at the center, they

mained untouched before the works the Holy Spirit accomplishes. Pope Francis highlights their inability to
pr

odi scern the signs of the timesod as a type of

they transformed it into an ideology and thus they toss and turn it and are unable to move beyond. Anything
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new for them is a threat.

Docility to the Spirit

The opposite is true of the child of God for whom the Holy Spirit is central. The Acts of the Apostles (11:19
26) shows us the first disciples who were docile before what was new to them, Pope Francis said. That is the
attitude which | ed them to sow the Word of God i
to the Holy Spirit and accomplished something th
Church in motion showing us that a Church can only achieve its balance like afbiogblavhen it is in mo-

tion.

Reacting to the Spirit

Pope Francis continued by saying that there are
breath of the Holy Spirit: closure or openness. It is openness which characterizes the disciples and the apos
Pope Francis said.

Grant us the Strength of the Spirit
Before the fact that there will always be resistance to the Holy Spirit in the Church, the Pope concluded with
this prayer:

May the Lord grant us the grace of knowing how to resist that which we must resist, that which comes from
the evil one, that deprives us of our freedom. May we know how to open ourselves to new things, but only
those that come from God. May he grant us, with the strength of the Holy Spirit, the grace to discern the sigr
of the times in order to make the decisions that we need to make in that moment.

| wish you a Happy and Holy Easter Season,
Fr. Rick

Please include the following children in
your prayers as they will be receiving Holy
Communion for the first time this weekend:

Hailey Anastasi
Bridget Connors
Michael Connors
Theresa Connors
Fallon Frost
Maeve Savage
Caroline Schnee
Ryan Turgeon
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Stewardship Reflection

oChildren, |l et wus | oveé
but in deedllahn®18t r ut
Regarding our Catholic
tal k?6 Do your actions

be a good disciple? Are you an active partici-
pant at Sunday Mass? Are you joyful when

nights th(:olqmbus means
Franci s

O6Hame N\

participating in parish ministry? Do you give Columbus is pleased to announce a scholarship op
gratefully and generously with your financial portunity for parishioners, Knights, and their f@milies
support to your parish and other Church The Knights will sponsor one $500 scholarsHiip to a
needs? | f not, ités not || 0radgating&ighescheopseniot eqtering a Cathplic col
lege or university. The Knights of ColumbusjjFather
Francis OO0Hare Memor §al
Father Frankds years jJof
April 2018 oOffertody [ youth, and as chaplain of our Knights of Cofumbus
Mont hly Budget: $31, 25(.council. Questions? Please contact Paul Moffticciolc
Month to Dbabe:l DD at paul.monticciolo@gmail.com. Applications fcan be
te/?
- === CNO=10877.
EIectronlc G|2v2| n$1854. 00|16 o
Completed applications are due by May 13, 2918.
I n. Pew Weekend A$4421200(22
Total. Offertory |($6275p00|
Weekly Budget Ap$7812.00
Weekly Budget Pe$l53mabele
- —— I n Service
Lt. Willam E. Conway, USN, SN M
Yvonne Southworth, USpt, Brian Kee,
Dan York, SFODA 1324 Detachgmeht,
Pari sh Communi y| Hannah Jean Kuegler, USA, BM2E&tng
Prayer |l Nt ent il[jo h $SCGSean Hodgdon, USAF, Cpl Chris
USMC, SFC John B. Nicholas, USA, S f
At our paoréeghbeers hveirtsh p e rjmi S-Pauq’ Fitzpatrick, USA, SGT Vincent A l
g t vi\]/issﬁ?e %Vgrﬁmgrr eef:j oSSt P ktoa A p'L)% ¢ R. Paul Giguere, USN, 1st Lt. Stepher
Drahelm USA, Col. James Coffey, USAH, Lyle
The names in the Parps hShCaoCrrp(néumflotryd Prpajyyer Al elx an
Intention list are ndlt | jenhichnhelssa, ichl. Blidh ®. paRIP U Ecap
sion of the bulletin N L&ufed WHitcorh? USR3EGPhtrdck J) Dohdhde, US)
vacy of those individya lB& ‘Brian P. Donahue, USA, Cpt. Michael Mc afflgal
USA, Lt. Jesse Salisbury, USA F, Sgt. Maureen Galvi
USA SpOps, Commander| Ke
Belonia, Maj. Tony Hoffman, USA, Maj. Ross Coffmal
USA, Maj. Garth Howe, USA, Chief Warrant Qfficer
Michael Morris, USA, Captain Matthew Mancipi, US/
Sgt . El'l en Barnes O0O6Conr
Mazza, USA, Pvt. Joseph D. Gagnon, USM
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MAss SCHEDULE

o 1 e

Saturday, April 28
Vigil, Fifth Sunday of Easter

4:00 pm: First Communion

Sunday, April 29
Fifth Sunday of Easter

9:00 am: David Haley
11:00 am: Carol Veilleux

Wednesday, May 2
St. Athanasius, Bishop and Doctor of the
Church

6:00 pm: Intention of the Presider

Thursday, May 3
Saints Philip and James, Apostles

12:10 pm: Richard Levrault

Friday, May 4
Easter Weekday

12:10 pm: People of the Parish

Saturday, May 5
Vigil, Sixth Sunday of Easter

4:00 pm: Elaine and Marianne Soter

Sunday, May 6

Sixth Sunday of Easter
9: 00
11:00

Mot her 0s
Fr .

am:
am:

Day
Frank O

Il L 29, 2018
Question of the
Fifth Sunday of H
Theme: | am the vine; you are the branches.
Breaking Open the Word
Suggested faith sharinr

Step One: Listen to the Word

When you hear the word proclaimed today,
what phrase or image of the Gospel strikes
you?

Step Two: Look into Your Life
Question for Children: How do you keep
yourself connected to Jesus in your daily life?

Question for Youth: Jesus is the vined we are
the branches, connected to Him as our life-
source. When do you feel most connected to
Jesus in your everyday life? How can you go
there more often?

Question for Adults: How does your own con-
nection to Christ, the vine, affect your daily

life? What image from this reading helps you
see the importance of this connection to Christ?

Ve e k

as

. ‘o
Readings for the week
Sunday: Acts 9:26-31; Ps 22:26-27, 28, 30,
31-32; 1 Jn 3:18-24; Jn 15:1-8
Monday: Acts 14:5-18; Ps 115:1-2, 3-4, 15-16;
Novena IJn 14:21-26

5 H duesday: 1 0Acts 144%38;iPy 19415 y
12-13ab, 21; IJn 14:27-31a

Wednesday: Acts 15:1-6; Ps 122:1-2, 3-4ab,

A Special Thank You from Jean Tornatore:

0Thank you to all/l
my father, Joseph Sangermaham overwhelmed
by the cards, prayers, and sentiments that | h
received over the past few weékam honored ta
be part of this parish communityour support
means more than | can

4cd-5; Jn 15:1-8

Thursday: 1 Cor 15:1-8; Ps 19:2-3, 4-5;

Jn 14:6-14 .
whe attendddichine possam g 6. S

Jn 15:12-17

Acts 16:1-10; Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 5;

Jn 15:18-21

Next Sunday: Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48; Ps 98:1,

ever e xpX¥3etsldndg-10;In15:9-17

AVE Saturday:
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Pl ease Help ifnat
ZERU (\ WASTE FrandAmerican of thile Y
u C Of
Lowell selects a deserving citizen of Greatdr Lowe
Francc
Andover Zero Waste Day . . R |
Saturday, May 5, 9:00 am to 1:00 pm American of the Year. Established in 1 I5,ntr:je
Brickstone Square, Andover serving and promoting French language, culfure, ar
dseth value:
pass on your gently used items to those in need. Fhef@ifed down by our Canadian forebears. A3 alway
nhwe,- iNg U
0 e our selection. Please write a letter pro¥iding &

much information as possible about some@ne yol
feel has made significant contributions to fFranco
American life here in the Merrimack Vallefy. Sen

which organizations are participating.

Lend a hand to Project Home Again!

location at Zero Waste Day and loading the donatipng indovell, MA 01853. We thank you in advancd for yol
their truck. Sign up at www.phama.org/evensteer prayerful consideration. For more informatipn, cor
dayandover. tact: Mr. Lucien Dalpe 8&BL710)
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ANDOVER/ TEWKSBURY

andorere
@ @ For § Co
k/ Runj 20
BAG | da
: : and ¢
Town Meetlng This Week 2007 graduate of Andover High School, dedicated he
Your vote is needed! life to two passions: her family and teaching.Collee

There are two Important warrants up at the next A gh School who continues to inspire teachersfand stt
ver Town Meeting to help reduce the toll that |pla tg:ents alike to this dav. The friend 4 famil Coll
are taking on our plérzn thin film single use plgstic| - y. The frends and family of ©-Olie€
check out bags (article #55) AND ban polystyrane fddli7er have created the Step up For Colleen 3k Walk
and beverage ware( article #56). Town meeting as a way to celebrat
scheduled for April 3@ty 2nd, 2018. Please plah tg mitment to help and inspire offiees2018 Step Up
show up and vote yes on these two articles and hélpr Colleen 5k will be held on Sunday, May [6, in
make Andover the 62nd town in MA to ban bags [a

the 26th town in MA to ban polystyrene food & beveragen.com. Proceeds from this event will benefitithe Co

ware! For more information, check out AndoverBYQB&gh Ritzer Memorial Scholarship Fund. ThanK you fc
on FB. The full text of the warrants can also be [fou qs?épping up for Colleen!

https://andoverma.gov/DocumentCenter/View/4520

Save the Dateéi Saturday, May 12
How Can You Support the Post Office Food Drive?

At Home: Leave a bag of nonperishable food donations by your mail-
box for your letter carrier to pick up on May 12. These donations will
be delivered to local food pantries, including Neighbors in Need in
Andover. Learn more at www.facebook.com/StampOutHunger.

Volunteers Needed: It will be a busy day at the Neighbors in Need
warehouse in Andover and wedl | nee
mail trucks dropping off food and to date and sort the food received.
Stay tuned for details on how and when to volunteer.

The Giving Garden Season has|st:

The Giving Garden has posted the volunteprssigadule for the 2018 growing season.
Last year the garden produced 5,000 pounds of much needed fresh produce fo Neig
Needo6s focmdnep aret rai gpsart of t hi s ySuadayo s
from 2:04:00 pm, Tuesday from-3:3W pm, and Thursday-21000 am. No experiefice
necessafyopen to all ages and abilities!

QuestionsEmail the garden team at givinggardengrows@gmail.com.
Want to learn moréisit southchurch.com/giyarden.
Ready to sign up3o to www.signupgenius.com/go/5080c44adaSpangdf85
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Saint of the Week

James, Apostle and Martyr, i died c. 62
Feast Day (with St. Philip): May 3

This Saint James is called oth
distinguish him from the other apostle named James. He
has also been called o0James th
respect in which he was held by the Christians of his time.

A number of things can be inferred from the references to
James in the gospels, together with tradition and what

has been passed on in the writing of others. (Many

Church historians believe that there was a third James

who was prominent in the Church in first century Jerusa-
lem and some of what follows might be attributed to this
other James.) James was the son of Alphaeus. St. Paul tells
us that Jesus made a special appearance to James prior to
the Ascension. The other apostles were still suspicious of Paul when, three years after his con-
version, he visited Jerusalem. But James, along with Peter, gave Paul a cordial welcome.

James was recognized by Peter as one whose preminence was acknowledged by the Chris-

tians of Jerusalem. Indeed we know that James (or, perhaps, the third James) was the bishop of
Jerusalem. At the Council of Jerusalem, the bishop appears to have taken a major role. It was at

this first church council that the decision was made that Gentiles who accepted Christian teach-

ing need not follow all of the Jewish | aws.  Jam
Gentiles who are turning to God....0 (Acts 15:1
announced the conclusions to the assembly.

Early writers tell us that James was stoned to death by the scribes and Pharisees who were
afraid that, because of his influence with the people, he would bring all of Jerusalem to Christ.
As he was being stoned, James knelt down and prayed for his tormentors. One of the priests
tried to stop the stoning, shouting to the others that James was praying on their behalf. But an-
other priest then took a heavy stick and struck James on the head, killing him. The year of his
death is commonly accepted to be 62 A.D.

St. James is the patron of druggi sts, hat maker
pleating or gathering). He shares a Feast with another apostle, St. Philip, on May 3.

James' Message Today:Like many other martyrs and like Jesus, James prayed for his persecu-
tors. It is not easy loving those with whom we are in strong disagreement, but that is what Jesus
asks us to do.

Y Have you forgiven your enemies or is your animosity still allowing them to rule your life? Ask Jesus
to help you to learn to forgive those who have hurt you.
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FI'FTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 10:25 -26, 3435, 4448

When Peter entered, Cornelius met him and, falling at his feet, paid him homage. Peter, however,

raised him up, saying, 0Get wup. I myself am 4
and said, oln truth, | see that God shows no
and acts uprightly is acceptable to him.é

While Peter was still speaking these things, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who were listening to the
word. The circumcised believers who had accompanied Peter were astounded that the gift of the
Holy Spirit should have been poured out on the Gentiles also, for they could hear them speaking in
tongues and glorifying God. Then Peter respon

these people, who have received the Holy Spir|i

in the name of Jesus Christ.
A reading from the first Letter of Saint John 4:7 -10

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is of God; everyone who loves is begotten by God
and knows God. Whoever is without love does not know God, for God is love. In this way the love
of God was revealed to us: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might have life through
him. In this is love: not that we have loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as expiation
for our sins.

+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 15:9 -17

Jesus said to his disciples: 0As the Father |
keep my commandments, you will remain in my I
ments and remain in his Iove. 0l have told yo
be complete. This is my commandment: love one another as | love you. No one has greater love

than this, to |l ay down oneds |ife for oneds f

you. | no longer call you slaves, because a slave does not know what his master is doing. | have

called you friends, because | have told you everything | have heard from my Father. It was not you
who chose me, but | who chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit that will remain, so that
whatever you ask the Father in my name he may

Copyright 1970, 1986, 1992, 1998, 2001 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc. Washington D.C. All rights reserved. Nb
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ing, or by an information storage and retrieval system, without permission in writing from the copyright owner.

By reading the scriptures | am so renewed that all nature seems renewed around me and

| so
par

ded

ov e
ov e
u t

part
g, rec

with me. The sky seems to be a pure, cooler blue, the trees a deeper green. The whole world is

charged with the glory of God and | feel fire and music under myifddtomas Merton
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