
WELCOME 
If you are alienated or upset, we welcome you lovingly. 

If you are in need of forgiveness, Jesus forgives you completely—with unconditional love. 

If you have been hurt by the Church, we are truly sorry. 

If you are angry, Jesus offers you peace. 

If life has become burdensome, we are here to support you. 

We are happy you are here and want you to stay. 

We would like to share our lives with you. 

Come join us each week so we can worship God together. 
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Parish Staff 
 

Rev. Richard T. Conway–Parish Priest 

rtconway@comcast.net 

 

Irene Bonner – Business Manager 

ibonner@comcast.net 

 

Joe Galluzzo – RCIA Coordinator 

joe.galluzzo@comcast.net; 978-314-3404  

 

Yvonne Gobis – Liturgical Music Coordinator 

ygobis@comcast.net; 978-452-0831 

 

Karen Bailey – Communications Coordinator 

kbailey07@comcast.net 

 

Laura Szekely – Funeral Ministry 

lcszekely@gmail.com 

Summer Mass Schedule 
 

Saturday 4:00 pm 

Sunday at 10:00 am 

 

Weekdays as announced 

 

 

Parish Office 
 

978-683-8922 

Fax: 978-689-8878 

 

Office Hours:   

Tuesday-Friday  

9:30 am to noon; 1:00 to 4:30 pm 

Marriage 
Please contact the Parish Office at least six months in advance. Participation in both a parish and a dioce-

san preparation is required of all couples. 

 

RCIA 
Adults interested in baptism or joining the Catholic Church should contact Joe Galluzzo at 978-314-3404  

or joe.galluzzo@comcast.net. 

 

Anointing and Pastoral Care of  the Sick 
Please contact the Parish Office when a parishioner is seriously ill or goes into the hospital. Staff and 

Communion Ministers bring communion to those who are infirm. Sacrament of the Sick is celebrated com-

munally in the spring and the fall. 

 

Baptism 
Celebrated regularly at Sunday Eucharist. Mandatory parent preparation sessions are held at church eve-

ry other month. Please contact the Parish Office four months prior to the intended Baptism date. 
 

A Stewardship Parish 
 

Building a Catholic community of commitment, passion and love 

Celebrating our faith through dynamic liturgy and a rich sacramental life 

Welcoming all into the warmth of our parish family 

Sharing the gifts God entrusted to us 

Striving to learn, live and share our faith 
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AUGUST 13, 2017 

   FROM FATHER RICK 
Dear Friends, 

 
Today we celebrate the Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time.  
 

MASS SCHEDULE THIS WEEK 

Tuesday, August 15, is the Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Masses will be 
celebrated on Tuesday at 12:10 noon and 6:00 pm. The Evening Mass will be followed by our 3rd 
Summer Cookout. If you plan to join us for supper, please leave a message on Irene’s extension. 
 

FROM POPE FRANCIS 

Last Sunday at his Angelus address, Pope Francis spoke of Summer as a good time to encounter 
Christ. Here is his talk: 

 
This Sunday the liturgy celebrates the feast of the Lord’s Transfiguration. Today’s Gospel tells us that 
the Apostles Peter, James and John were witnesses of this extraordinary event. Jesus took them with 
Him “and led them up a high mountain by themselves” (Matthew 17:1) and, while He was praying, 
His face changed in aspect, shining like the sun, and His garments became white as light. Then Moses 
and Elijah appeared, talking with Him. At this point, Peter said to Jesus: “Lord, it is well that we are 
here; if you wish, I will make three booths here, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah” (v. 
4). He hadn’t finished speaking when a bright cloud overshadowed them. 

 
The event of the Lord’s Transfiguration offers us a message of hope – we will be like this, with Him –: 
it invites us to encounter Jesus, to be at the service of brethren.  

 
The disciples’ ascent of Mount Tabor induces us to reflect on the importance of being detached from 
worldly things, to undertake the way on high and contemplate Jesus. It’s about disposing ourselves to 
an attentive and prayerful listening of Christ, the Beloved Son of the Father, seeking intimate moments 
of prayer, which make possible the docile and joyful reception of the Word of God. In this spiritual as-
cent, in this detachment from worldly things, we are called to rediscover the peaceful and regenerating 
silence of meditation of the Gospel, of the reading of the Gospel, which leads to a rich goal of beauty, 
splendor and joy. And when we do this, with the bible in hand, in silence, we begin to feel this inner 
beauty, this joy that the Word of God generates in us. In this perspective, summertime is a providen-
tial moment to grow in our commitment to seek and encounter the Lord. In this period, students are 
free from school commitments and many families take their vacations; it is important that, during the 
period of rest and detachment from daily occupations, the strength of body and soul can be restored, 
deepening the spiritual journey. 
 
At the end of the wonderful experience of the Transfiguration, the disciples came down from the moun-
tain (Cf. v. 9) with transfigured eyes and heart from the encounter with the Lord. It is the way that we 
can also undertake. The ever more alive rediscovery of Jesus is not an end in itself but induces us to 
“come down from the mountain,” recharged with the strength of the Divine Spirit, to take new steps of 
genuine conversion and to witness charity constantly, as law of daily life. Transformed by the presence 
of Christ and the ardour of His word, we will be a concrete sign of the vivifying love of God for all our 
brethren, especially those that suffer, all those that find themselves in solitude and abandonment, the  



3                                                                                                    918  

ST. ROBERT BELLARMINE PARISH 

sick and the multitude of men and women that, in various parts of the world, are humiliated by injus-
tice, arrogance and violence. 

 
Heard in the Transfiguration is the voice of the Father who says: “This is my beloved Son, with whom 
I am well pleased; listen to Him!” (v. 5). We look at Mary, Listening Virgin, always ready to receive 
and keep in her heart every word of her divine Son (Cf. Luke 1:51). May our Mother and Mother of 
God help us to be attuned to the Word of God, so that Christ becomes the light and guide of our whole 
life. We entrust to her everyone’s vacation; may it be serene and profitable, but especially the summer 
of those that can’t have a vacation because of impediments of age, health or work reasons, financial re-
strictions and other problems, so that it is, in any case, a time of relaxation, gladdened by the presence 
of friends and happy moments. 

 

LITURGICAL MATTERS 

This is the eighth week in this series on Christian Death and the Rites of the Church.  
 

The Funeral Liturgy 

The second part of the three-part Christian funeral is the funeral liturgy itself. For most, this will 
culminate in celebrating the Eucharist. But there are occasions when the funeral liturgy will be a lit-
urgy of the word, without the offering of bread and wine. 
 

Why wouldn’t a funeral liturgy be a full Mass? Funeral Masses are prohibited on a few days of the 
year: Christmas, Good Friday and Holy Saturday, for example. Yet these days might be the only 
time that all may gather, so there is the funeral liturgy outside of Mass. For these and other possible 
good reasons, our tradition provides us with two ways to celebrate the funeral liturgy. 

 

Both begin with the rite of reception of the body at church, unless the wake was held at the church 
and the body is already there. (In this case, the rite of reception would have been celebrated when 
the body was first brought.) The church building is every baptized person’s home, so it’s an im-
portant moment when the body is “brought home”. The ministers of the liturgy meet the body and 
the mourners at the door. When we were brought here to be baptized, we were met at the door, too 
- asked our names and asked what we were seeking. (We or our godparents answered, “Faith,” or 
“Eternal life.”) To remember this, the body is sprinkled with holy water and the coffin is covered 
with a white garment - the pall - reminiscent of the baptismal garment. The body is then taken in 
procession to a place before the altar, with the Easter Candle standing close by. 

 

The family and friends may now place upon the coffin symbols of the Christian life - a book of the 
gospels, a Bible and/or a cross, for example. It’s best to use things that the deceased actually used 
and valued - his own Bible, the cross that hung above her bed, and so on.  

 

As a link between the wake and the Funeral Mass when all are in place we are seated for “Words of 
Remembrance” which are then offered by a family member or a friend. Our Funeral Planning Com-
mittee has guidelines from the archdiocese for this presentation; which they make available in the 
planning session. 

 

Next we “collect” our feelings, thoughts and memories as we stand for the Opening Prayer. We  
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Stewardship Reflection 

 

“He said, “Come”. Peter got out of the boat and began  
to walk on the water toward Jesus.”  —Matthew 14:29 

 

When you hear Jesus calling, do you responded immedi-
ately and trust that He knows what Heôs doing? If so, you 
are walking on water! When we say ñyesò to Jesus, we feel 
the power of his presence in our lives. We can feel the 
freedom it gives us! Listen how Jesus is calling you to live 
the extraordinary life He has in mind for you. 

  

Money Matters 
On the weekend of August 5/6 
Weekly donations:  $2,638.00  

 

Visiting for the summer? Welcome! We are glad 
you could come and celebrate with us and we would 
love to see you again. Come check us out! Whether 
you are considering “coming home,” starting fresh, 
or just not sure where you are headed, drop by and 
join us for Mass sometime, browse our website, con-
tact us with your questions. All are welcome! Not 
local? Take your positive experience here as a nudge 
to shop around for a parish community in your 
neighborhood! 

Parish Community Prayer Intentions 
  
  
  

At our parishionersô request or with permission, we list those  
who are sick or in the hospital and wish to be remembered in our prayers: 

  

The names in the Parish Community Prayer Intention list are not included in the web version of the 
bulletin in order to maintain the privacy of those individuals. 

then listen to the Word of God, just as at Sunday Mass. We sing the psalm between the first and sec-
ond reading and welcome the gospel with an acclamation. The homily that follows the reading is 
about the scriptures’ message of hope in the resurrection, and how that was embodied in the one 
who has died. It is not a eulogy. Prayers are offered for the dead and for those who mourn. 

 

Mass continues just as on Sunday. We give thanks to God over bread and wine, offering to God all 
our experiences of dying and rising with the loaf and the cup. Then God changes those gifts into the 
body and blood of Christ, which we share. 

 

After communion, the Parish Book of Remembrance is inscribed with the name of the deceased by a 
family member. Then comes the final commendation. Signs of farewell are made to the body of our 
loved one: It is enclosed in a cloud of perfumed smoke; which rises to the heavens. We sing the song 
of farewell as this is done. Then we process to the door, and beyond, to the place of rest, for the 
third and final part of the Christian funeral. Copyright © 2002 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publica-

tions, 1800 North Hermitage Avenue, Chicago IL 60622-1101; 1-800-933-1800; www.ltp.org. Text by David Philippart. All rights 
reserved. Used with permission. 

 
I wish you God’s peace, 
Fr. Rick 
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Question of the Week: 
19th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
Breaking Open the Word 
Suggested text for faith sharing: Today’s 1st 
Reading, from Kings 

 

Step One: Listen to the Word 
Listen carefully to this reading. What word or 
image catches your imagination in it? What 
sense do you take away from this reading 
about faith? 

 

Step Two: Look into Your Life 
Question for Children: What does God’s voice 
sound like when you pray and listen to Jesus? 

 

Question for Youth: In today’s Gospel, Peter 
began to walk on the water when he was fo-
cused on Jesus. He began to sink when he got 
distracted by the storm. What is your life like 
when you are focused on Jesus and your rela-
tionship with God? How is it different when 
you get caught up in other things? 

 

Question for Adults: Tell about your experi-
ences of hearing God speak in “tiny voices” ra-
ther than in the winds and earthquakes of life. 

Readings for the week of August 13, 2017 
 
Sunday: 1 Kgs 19:9a, 11-13a; Ps 85:9-14;  
  Rom 9:1-5; Mt 14:22-33 
Monday: Dt 10:12-22; Ps 147:12-15, 19-20;  
  Mt 17:22-27 
Tuesday: Vigil: 1 Chr 15:3-4, 15-16; 16:1-2;  
  1 Cor 15:54b-57; Lk 11:27-28  
  Day: Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab;  
  1 Cor 15:20-27; Lk 1:39-56 
Wednesday: Dt 34:1-2; Ps 66:1-3a, 5, 8, 16-17;  
  Mt 18:15-20 
Thursday: Jos 3:7-10a, 11, 13-17; Ps 114:1-6;  
  Mt 18:21 — 19:1 
Friday:  Jos 24:1-13; Ps 136:1-3, 16-18,  
  21-22, 24; Mt 19:3-12 
Saturday: Jos 24:14-29; Ps 16:1-2a, 5, 7-8, 11;  
  Mt 19:13-15 
Next Sunday: Is 56:1, 6-7; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8;  
  Rom 11:13-15, 29-32; Mt 15:21-28 

 

Sunday, August 20 
Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
  

10:00 am:  Ida Brown  

 

Saturday, August 19 
Vigil, Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
  

4:00 pm: Gloria Ciccolo  

 

Sunday, August 13 
Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
  

10:00 am:  Mary Lou Christoffels; **Baptism  
        of Benjamin Joseph Schmitt 

 

Saturday, August 12 
Vigil, Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
  

4:00 pm: Margaret E. Logan 

 

Wednesday, August 16 
Weekday Mass 
  

6:00 pm:  Intention of the Presider 

 

Thursday, August 17 
Weekday Mass 
  

12:10 pm: Intention of the Presider 

 

Friday, August 18 
Weekday Mass 
  

12:10 pm: People of the Parish 

 

Tuesday, August 15 
Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary 
  

Holy Day Masses will be held at 12:10 pm 
and 6:00 pm 
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25th and 50th Wedding  
Anniversary Mass 

 

His Eminence, Sean Cardinal OôMalley, OFM, invites all 
couples celebrating their 25th or 50th wedding anniver-
sary in 2017 to the Silver and Golden Wedding Anniver-
sary Mass, on November 19, at 3:00 pm, at the Holy 
Name Parish in West Roxbury. visit bostoncatholic.org/
WeddingAnniversaryMass or contact Liz Cotrupi at co-
trup_e@rcab.org or 617-746-5756 for more information 
and to register. 

 

Last Summer Cookout is This Week! 

  

Tuesday, August 15, immediately following 6:00 pm Holy Day Mass 
  

Enjoy an evening off from cooking and catch up with fellow parishioners as the summer winds down! 
  

RSVP to Irene in the Parish Office at 978-683-8922 or ibonner@comcast.net. 

 

Holy Day Masses for 
the Solemnity of the  
Assumption of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary 
will be celebrated on 

Tuesday, August 15, at 
12:10 pm and 6:00 pm.  

 
The 6:00 pm Mass  

will be followed by  
Summer Cookout #3. 

Volunteers Needed 

 

The Samaritans of Merrimack Valley, a program of Fami-
ly Services of the Merrimack Valley, is holding suicide 
crisis help line volunteer training in September. Attend-
ance in both sessions is required. Food will be provided. 

 

When: Friday, September 8, 6:00-9:00 pm, and Satur-
day, September 9, 9:00 am to 3:00 pm 

 

Where: Family Services of the Merrimack Valley, 430 
North Canal Street, Lawrence, MA 

 

Please know that the vast majority of our callers are NOT 
suicidal. Most are people who are looking for someone to 
listen to them and provide emotional support. A one-year 
commitment of one 5-hour shift per week is required, with 
some degree of flexibility. 

 

Please contact Anna Peicott at apeicott@FSMV.org or 
978-327-6672 if you would like more information and/or 
to register to attend the training. 

“The most deadly poison of our times is  
indifference.” —St. Maximillian Kolbe,  
whose feast we celebrate on August 14. 



AUGUST 13, 2017 

We need your help to 
feed the hungry at Bread 
& Rosesðespecially in 

the summer months when so 
many of our parishioners are 
on vacation!  

August 19/20 is our next meal prep  
weekend. Jump in as you are able! 

  
What do we need each month? 

 ̈Cooked ground beefð50 pounds 

 ̈Tortillas (8-inch size)ð20 packages 

 ̈Shredded cheeseð30 pounds 

 ̈Salsað6 large jugs (70 oz./ea) or equivalent 

 ̈Taco seasoningð25-30 packets 

 ̈Lettuceð16 heads 

 ̈Cucumbersð15 

 ̈Tomatoesð48 medium/large 
  
What can you do? 

 ̈This is easyñbuy food, drop off at church, 
youõre done! 

 ̈If you come to the 4:00 pm Mass on Saturday, non
-perishables may be left in the Bread & Roses bin 
in the vestibule (no perishables in bin please!)  

 ̈If you come to Mass on Sunday, drop off your food 
donations in the Driscoll Hall kitchenðleave per-
ishables in the silver fridge 

 ̈Consider ñadoptingò part or all of a food item 
monthlyðwhatever is feasible for you; lots of us 
doing a little bit will add up to a lot  

  
We Can Help You Help Out! 

Are you going to be away on the weekend of August 
19/20 but would still like to donate? Marian Magnan 
would be happy to work out an early drop off with 
you! For more information, contact Marian at mar-
magnan@gmail.com or 978-683-8969, or Lisa Lat-
tari at lisa.lattari@gmail.com or 978-749-3736. It 
takes a lot to feed 150 peopleðthank you for your 
continuing generosity! 

  

Learn more about Bread & Roses at 
www.breadandroseslawrence.org or follow them  

on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
breadandroseslawrence. 

August Meal Team Needed! 
  

When: Next Sunday, August 20, 4:30-7:30 pm 
  

Where: Lazarus House Holly St. Shelter 

  

What: Prepare, serve (cafeteria style), and clean up 
evening meal for a group of about 25-30 people. The 
meal plan and everything you need is supplied. The 
shelter is located in Lawrence just behind Central Cath-
olic. It is open to residents only, not to walk ins.  
  

Who: A team of two-four people. All ages welcome. You 
do not need to sign up with a foursomeðsingles, cou-
ples, etc. welcome and we will match up to make a 
team. 
  

For more information or to sign up,  
contact kbailey07@comcast.net or 978-475-1049. 

Fair Trade Coffee 

  

Fair trade coffee is available for purchase 
in the Gathering Space after all Masses 
next weekend, August 12/13. Buying fair 
trade products is a tangible way we can 

put the values of our faith into action. It reminds us that 
there are people behind all the things we consume. 
Your purchase helps support the farmers via Catholic 
Relief Services Fair Trade Program. For more infor-
mation, visit www.crsfairtrade.org. 

 
Do you knit or  
crochet or quilt? 

 

We are expanding our prayer 
shawl ministry to include ba-
by blankets for the little ones 
baptized here at St. Rob-
ertôsða little token of love 
and warmth from our com-
munity to the families who 

share this joyous occasion with us. There are several 
baptisms coming up soon so we could really use 
your help as soon as possible! If you would like to 
get involved or learn more about this ministry, contact 
Jan Fay at steve.fay@verizon.net.  
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Saint of the Week:  
Lawrence, Deacon and Martyr, d. c. 258 

 

Lawrence was appointed a deacon under Pope Saint Sixtus II. It 
was Lawrence’s job to handle the treasury, distribute alms to the 
poor, and take care of the sick, of which more than 1,000 were un-
der the care of the Church at this time. 
 

In 257, Emperor Valerian issued an edict against all Christians. A 
year later, Pope Sixtus was arrested and led off to be executed. It 
is written that Lawrence followed the Pope, weeping, and asked 
him, “Father, where are you going without your deacon?” The 
pope replied, “I do not leave you my son. You shall soon follow 
me.” Lawrence was overjoyed to think that God would soon call 
him. 
 

The deacon set out to find all of the poor, the widows, the orphans, and all others whom the 
Church had been caring for. He distributed to them all of the money which he had and even sold 
the chalices and other sacred vessels of the Church in order to increase the amount which he could 
give to the unfortunates. 
 

The prefect of Rome, hearing of Lawrence’s charities and assuming even greater wealth, sent for 
Lawrence and demanded that the treasures of the Church be handed over to him. Lawrence prom-
ised that he would hand over these treasures, but needed time to assemble and inventory them. He 
was granted three days. 
 

On the third day, Lawrence had assembled hundreds of poor, the old, the lame, the blind, lepers, 
widows and orphans. Then, going to the prefect, he presented these as the treasures of the Church. 
The prefect failed to see the humor in this, and sentenced Lawrence to death. Knowing that Law-
rence had no fear of death, he ordered a large grill to be constructed and placed over hot coals so 
that Lawrence would die a slow and painful death. 
 

When Lawrence had been on the grill for some time, apparently feeling no pain, he is said to have 
told his persecutors, “You can turn me over now; I’m done on this side.” After his death, his great 
faith, witnessed by many Roman officials, led to the immediate conversion of several Roman sena-
tors who took up his body and buried it on the Via Tiburtina. There, a church was later built in his 
honor. 
 

Saint Lawrence is the patron of Rome, of the poor, and, perhaps with a hint of his own humor, 
cooks. We honor Lawrence on August 10 by a feast. 
 
Lawrence's message today: We sometimes have a tendency to take ourselves too seriously, and 
forget that God has the ultimate sense of humor. We too are blessed with this gift, and should man-
age the sufferings which we experience with the best possible grace. 
 
Y Are you able to use a bit of humor when navigating through life's trials? 
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NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK: 
TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah 56:1, 6-7 
 
Thus says the LORD: Observe what is right, do what is just; for my salvation is about to come, my justice, 
about to be revealed. 
 
The foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, ministering to him, loving the name of the LORD, and be-
coming his servants–all who keep the sabbath free from profanation and hold to my covenant, them I will 
bring to my holy mountain and make joyful in my house of prayer; their burnt offerings and sacrifices will 
be acceptable on my altar, for my house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples. 
 
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans 11:13-15, 29-32 
 
Brothers and sisters: I am speaking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch as I am the apostle to the Gentiles, I glory in 
my ministry in order to make my race jealous and thus save some of them. For if their rejection is the recon-
ciliation of the world, what will their acceptance be but life from the dead? For the gifts and the call of God 
are irrevocable. Just as you once disobeyed God but have now received mercy because of their disobedience, 
so they have now disobeyed in order that, by virtue of the mercy shown to you, they too may now receive 
mercy. For God delivered all to disobedience, that he might have mercy upon all. 
 
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 15:21-28 
 
At that time, Jesus withdrew to the region of Tyre and Sidon. And behold, a Canaanite woman of that dis-
trict came and called out, “Have pity on me, Lord, Son of David! My daughter is tormented by a demon.” 
But Jesus did not say a word in answer to her. Jesus’ disciples came and asked him, “Send her away, for she 
keeps calling out after us.” He said in reply, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” But the 
woman came and did Jesus homage, saying, “Lord, help me.” He said in reply, “It is not right to take the 
food of the children and throw it to the dogs.” She said, “Please, Lord, for even the dogs eat the scraps that 
fall from the table of their masters.” Then Jesus said to her in reply, “O woman, great is your faith! Let it be 
done for you as you wish.” And the woman’s daughter was healed from that hour. 
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 In Service  
2nd Lt. Hannah Jean Kuegler, USA, BM2 Stuart Bangs, USCG, Sean Hodgdon, USAF, Cpl Chris Carey, USMC, 
SFC John B. Nicholas, USA, SGT Jean-Paul Fitzpatrick, USA, SGT Vincent Amasula, USA, CDR Paul Giguere, 
USN, 1st Lt. Stephen Draheim, USA, Col. James Coffey, USAF, Lyle Shackelford, Pvt. Alexander Sabu, USA, 
Genôl. R. Steve Whitcomb, USA, Col. Brian P. Bedell, USA, Capt. Lauren Whitcomb, USA, BG Patrick J. Do-
nahue, USA, BG Brian P. Donahue, USA, Cpt. Michael McGaffigan, USA, Lt. Jesse Salisbury, USA F, Sgt. 
Maureen Galvin, USA, SpOps, Commander Kevin B. OôBrien, USN, Miko Belonia, Maj. Tony Hoffman, USA, 
Maj. Ross Coffman, USA, Maj. Garth Howe, USA, Chief Warrant Officer II Michael Morris, USA, Captain Mat-
thew Mancini, USA, Sgt. Ellen Barnes OôConnor, USA, Pvt. Adam James Mazza, USA, Pvt. Joseph D. Gagnon, 
USM 


