WELCOME

If you are alienated or upset, we welcome you lovingly.
If you are in need of forgiveness, Jesus forgives you completely—with unconditional love.
If you have been hurt by the Church, we are truly sorry.
If you are angry, Jesus offers you peace.
If life has become burdensome, we are here to support you.
We are happy you are here and want you to stay.
We would like to share our lives with you.
Come join us each week so we can worship God together.

Parish Staff Weekend Mass Schedule

Rev. Richard T. Conway—Parish Priest Saturday 4:00 pm
rtconway(@comcast.net Sunday at 9:00 and 11:00 am

Irene Bonner — Business Manager

ibonner@comcast.net Weekdays as announced

Joe Galluzzo — RCIA Coordinator
joe.galluzzo@comecast.net; 978-314-3404 Parish Office

Yvonne Gobis — Liturgical Music Coordinator

ygobis@comecast.net; 978-452-0831 978-683-8922

Fax: 978-689-8878
Karen Bailey — Communications Coordinator

kbailey07@comcast.net Office Hours:
Laura Szekely — Funeral Ministry Tuesday-Friday
leszekely@gmail.com 9:30 am to noon; 1:00 to 4:30 pm
Marriage

Please contact the Parish Office at least six months in advance. Participation in both a parish and a dioce-
san preparation is required of all couples.

RCIA
Adults interested in baptism or joining the Catholic Church should contact Joe Galluzzo at 978-314-3404

or joe.galluzzo@comecast.net.

Anointing and Pastoral Care of the Sick
Please contact the Parish Office when a parishioner is seriously ill or goes into the hospital. Staff and
Communion Ministers bring communion to those who are infirm. Sacrament of the Sick is celebrated com-
munally in the spring and the fall.

Baptism
Celebrated regularly at Sunday Eucharist. Mandatory parent preparation sessions are held at church eve-
ry other month. Please contact the Parish Office four months prior to the intended Baptism date.

A Stewardship Parish

Building a Catholic community of commitment, passion and love
Celebrating our faith through dynamic liturgy and a rich sacramental life
Welcoming all into the warmth of our parish family
Sharing the gifis God entrusted to us
Striving to learn, live and share our faith
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OCTOBER 1, 2017

FROM FATHER RICK
Dear Friends,

RESPECT LIFE AND CARE OF CREATION
The month of October has been dedicated to the Respect for Life in our country since 1972. This
weekend, September 30/October 1, we will celebrate Respect Life Sunday. We will pray, celebrate
and allow ourselves to be challenged with our responsibility to Care for the Gift of all Life. As just
one part of this celebration, we will have the Blessing of Animals after the 11:00 am Mass on the
front lawn of the church in celebration of St. Francis of Assisi.

MASS SCHEDULE

The Mass schedule for the coming week begins on Wednesday at 6:00 pm, when we will conclude
the Season of Creation with the Feast of St. Francis at the 6:00 pm Mass. Please join us for this won-
der ful Saintds Feast Day. Weekday Masses al so on

MONTH OF THE ROSARY
During the month of October we will be praying the Rosary before weekday Masses. It will be
prayed on Wednesdays at 5:45 pm, and on Thursdays and Fridays at 11:55 am. This will begin on
October 4.

UPCOMING EVENTS

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Next Saturday, October 7, at the 4:00 pm Mass, we will celebrate the Anointing of the Sick. If you
would like to be anointed, please contact Irene in the Parish Office. There will be, as always, hospi-
tality following this Mass.

AN OPPORTUNITY FROM THE GLOBAL CATHOLIC CLIMATE MOVEMENT

Cultivating a Prophetic and Contemplative Lifestyle:

A 5-Week Meditation Tr ai ni ng Program Based on Laudato Si o
Engage Pope Francisds cal |l f oiweek meditationtrinicggplio- c onv e
gram based onL a u d a fThe pr8graé will introduce participants to contemplative practices as a

way of prayer and compassionate action. Classes will be held Thursdays Oct. 19Nov. 16 from 7-8:30

pm at St. Ignatius Parish in Chestnut Hill. The course will be taught by Christina Leano, Associate

Director of the Global Catholic Climate Movement. For more information go to: BostonCatholiccli-

mate.org

AN INVITATION

Conflict and Communion: Toward 22 nd Century Christianity

500th Anniversary of the Protestant Reformation

Please join the community at Merrimack College on Monday, October 30, at7:00 pmin the Colle-
giate Church on the campus of Merrimack Coll ege
Century Christianity. o6 Bishop Robert Hennessy, o
Bishop James Hazelwood, of the New England Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Ameri-

ca will co-preside at a Vespers Service. Refreshments will be served at a reception after the service.
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SOLEMNITY OF ALL SAINTS

All Saints Dayfi A Holy Day of Obligation fi is Wednesday, November 1. We will celebrate this So-
lemnity with Masses at 12:10 noon and 6:00 pm on Wednesday. The Wednesday evening Mass will
be followed by one of our regular Holy Day Suppers. Please plan to join us for this great feast that
celebrates our future!

ANNUAL MASS OF REMEMBRANCE

ALL SOULS DAY i1 NOVEMBER 2

On Thursday, November 2, we will celebrate our annual Mass of Remembrance on All Souls Day at
7:00 pm. At this Mass we will remember by name all those who have died during the past year . If
you lost someone during the past year please contact Irene and let her know so that your loved one
can be included at this Mass. We also request a photo of your loved one to be displayed in the
church during this Mass and throughout the month of November. This Mass is followed by a recep-
tion for all in attendance.

A REMINDER: all Masses during November are offered for those listed in the Book of Remem-
brance. There are no individual intentions for November Masses. All Souls Envelopes are attached
to bulletin this weekend. Please return your prayer requests for November by October 16 so that the
Book of Remembrance may be prepared.

FROM POPE FRANCIS
o0oCompassion, 6 o0drawing near MassattheCasaSanta Martaonduegt t
day September 19th, Pope Francipr ayed to the Lord, that He might
have compassion for all those who are suffering;to drawneart o t hese peopl e in o
themby the handd to restore them to the place of ¢

The Holy Father was reflecting on the Gospel, from St. Luke, which tells how Jesus raised the son
of the widow of Naim from the dead. He explained how, in the Old Testament, the poorest of the
slaves were precisely the widows, the orphans, the strangers and the foreigners. And the recurring

i nvitation is to ocared6 for them, to ensure that
able o0to see the details, 6 because He sees with
oCompassion is a sentiment that g eviscera itinvelwesthee d, i
whol e person. [Itdéds not the same as oOopain, 6 or of
passiorgets involved. It is osuffering with.déd This i s compa
ow, of an orphan. oO0But say thered6 [people might
the crowd? Leave themé Life is |ike thaté Those
and that dead orphan were more important than the crowds He was speaking to and that were following Hirr
The Lord, with His compassion, wasolved i n t hi s case. He had compassi
Compassion, then, pushes us o0to draw near, 0 the

without necessarily drawing near to them. But, he said:

oDrawing near is touching the real it ycomphssiond the ng.
firstword. Hedrewnearit he second word. Then He performs t he
continuing on my way. o6 No. He takes the chHol d, a
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ANDOVER/TEWKSBURY

restore: the third word. Jesus performs miradiesestore, to return people to their proper place. And that is
what He did with the redemption. He had compassi@od had compassiorHe drew near to us in His

Son, and He restored all of us to the dignity of children of God. Hedcasreat ed al |l of us.
The exhortation is oto do I|ikewise,dé6 following t
to help them o0from a distanced because they migh
0So often we see the news on TV, or the cover of
dren dondét have enough to eat; in that country t
are enslaved; in that countryé Oh, what a cal ami

the TV shows that come after. And this is not Christian. And the question | ask now, looking at everyone, in-
cluding mysel f, campassiod?Aapray? \Whenll sce these thingsy that they bring to me
at home, through the mediaé am | moved in the de
or do | feel pain, do I say, oOPoor people, 6 and
0 Logvdmet he grace of compassion. o0

GIVING A BLESSING

Last weekend we as a community blessed our catechists. At the 9:00 am Mass we sang a blessing for
the catechists and students as we sent them forth to class. There are many times when | am asked to

bl ess rosaries or crosses or other religious art
the audience the Pope blesses all the religious articles that people have with them either in the

Bl essed Paul VI Audience Hall or St Peterds Squa
Aside from these O0sacrament al object blessingso,

suddenly touch us and we grope for words to mark the moment: A friend lies gravely ill, a family
member embarks on a journey, a child is afraid of the dark and cannot sleep, a relative announces a
wonderful promotion, a spouse retires from a long career....

Perhaps the words we are searching for and the gesture that would express our hope for that per-
son could take the form of a blessing. The Celts have along tradition of bestowing blessings. Be-
stowing a blessing is a gentle gift. You can put your hands on the head or shoulders of the other and
say a simple prayer. Mention your hope for that person and ask for the necessary graces. If you
saved blessed water from the Easter Vigil and have it stored away in a bottle for just such occasions,
use some in a Sprinkling Rite. It reminds us of our baptism and affirms our identity and purpose.
We can feel free to devise a blessing with our own words or we can learn some blessings from the
Celts:
Grace upwards over thee, Grace downwards over thee,
Grace of graces without gainsaying, Grace of Father and of Lord.
The joy of God be in thy face, Joy to all who see thee;
The circling of God be keeping thee, Angels of God shielding thee.
God bless to you this day, God bless to you this night;
Bless, O bless, Thou God of grace, Each day and hour of your life;
Bless, O bless, Thou God of grace, Each day and hour of your life.

Copyright © 2001 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications, 1800 North Hermitage Avenue, Chicago H180622
1-800-933-1800; www.ltp.org. Text and art by Gertrud Mueller Nelson. All rights reserved. Used with permission.

Pray for our Country, our Leaders, and Peace in our World!
Fr. Rick
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Stewardship Reflection

o0oDo nothing out of sel |y
regard others as more important than C Tootsie [
your s e h Phdigp@ars 2:3 This Weekend, g 30
After all
Pride and ego are hard things t? control. We see One of the most popular and successful progrgms co
how others act or dress and think we are supe- wide

rior to them. We idolize our own self - image.
But, if we truly believe everything is a gift from
God, we recognize all the people that God has
put in our lives as gifts! We are grateful for how
they enrich our lives. Pray every day for the
people in your life.

the fundraiser in which councils collect donatiorgs outsi
stores, churches, and on street corners to sugoort pr
grams serving people with intellectual disabilitigs. In a
preciation, the donor is offered a candy bar,joften

Tootsie Roll. The high visibility of this program gas led
the campaign being fer
Drive. 0 100% of the drof
programs serving people with intellectual digabilitie
(such as the Special Olympics) in our state afgd neig|
borhood. Please support this important initiativggand he
the St. Robert Bellarmine Council of the Knighgs of C
lumbus help those in need in our community!

On the weekend of September 23/24

$ Money Matters
Weekly donations: $4,319.00

Parish Community Praygr

At our par e qbhoere nweirtsh per mi ss
we these who ar ehossipcikt aolr i
and wi sthememlbered in our pr

The names i
not i ncl ude
mai ntain th

n the Parish Commu ent
d in the web verls™M™M i N ot
e

privacy of thos I ndi vidual s.
Beginning Wednesday,

October 4, join us to pray
the rosary before every
weekday Mass in October,
the month of the Holy Rosary.

In Service

2nd Lt. Hannah Jean Kuegler, USA, BMB&tgajtUSCSean Hodgdon, USAF, Cpl Chris Carey, :

SFC John B. Nicholas, USA, SGP4aeakitzpatrick, USA, SGT Vincent Amasula, USA, CDR P uere,
USN, 1st Lt. Stephen Draheim, USA, Col. James Coffey, USAF, Lyle Shackelford, Pvt. Ale Sabu,
Genol . R. Steve Whitcomb, USA, Col . Brian Be
nahue, USA, BG Brian P. Donahue, USA, Cpt. Michael McGaffigan, USA, Lt. Jesse Salis SA F,
Maur een Gal vin, USA, SpOps, Commander Key B.
Maj. Ross Coffman, USA, Maj. Garth Howe, USA, Chief Warrant Officer Il Michael Morris, Klaptain
thew Mancini, USA, Sgt . ElI'l en Barnes 0O6Connor , (
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MAss SCHEDULE

o 1 e

Saturday, September 30
Vigil, 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time

4:00 pm: Charles A. Logan

Sunday, October 1
26th Sunday in Ordinary Time

9:00am: Peter Rukahu Kinga
11:00 am: Gerard and Mary Conway

Wednesday, October 4
St. Francis of Assisi

5:45 pm: Rosary
6:00pm: Intention of the Presider

Thursday, October 5
Weekday Mass

11:55 am: Rosary
12:10 pm Intention of the Presider

Friday, October 6
Weekday Mass

11:55: Rosary
12:10 pm People of the Parish

Saturday, October 7
Vigil, 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time

4:00 pm: Pat Markusic; *Communal
Anointing of the Sick

Sunday, October 8
27th Sunday in Ordinary Time

9:00am: Daun Vecchi
11:00 am: Mary Dunphy Grelle and Susan
Grelle

Question of the

26t h Sunday in Ord
Breaking Open the Word

Suggested faith sharin

Step One: Listen to the Word

When you hear the story of the two sons, what
about it touches your heart? What image lin-
gers in your memory from this reading?

Step Two: Look into Your Life

Question for Children: How do you show

your love for Jesus by doing what he asks, even
when it is difficult for you?

Question for Youth: Today s par a
us that it isndt what
as what we do. How would someone know you
are a Christian through your actions?

Question for Adults: How and when were you
like each of the sons in the Gospel?

D

bl e
we

Join us on Wednesday, October 4,
6:00 pm, to celebrate the
Feast of St. Francis of Assisi!

Readings for the week
Sunday: Ez 18:25-28; Ps 25:4-9; Phil 2:1-11
[1-5]; Mt 21:28-32
Monday: Zec 8:1-8; Ps 102:16-21, 29, 22-23;
Mt 18:1-5, 10
Tuesday: Zec 8:20-23; Ps 87:1b-7; Lk 9:51-56
Wednesday: Neh 2:1-8; Ps 137:1-6; Lk 9:57-62
Thursday: Neh 8:1-4a, 5-6, 7b-12; Ps 19:8-11;
Lk 10:1-12
Friday: Bar 1:15-22; Ps 79:1b-5, 8-9;
Lk 10:13-16
Saturday: Bar 4:5-12, 27-29; Ps 69:33-37;
Lk 10:17-24
Sunday: Is 5:1-7; Ps 80:9, 12-16, 19-20;

Phil 4:6-9; Mt 21:33-43
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dThe Migration of ument EQMMUNI TY

from Latin America to the US: a P BLOOD DRI VE
Causes Probl ems i1 quTtionds’
! ' uesda Oct @ber
Tuesday, October 10, 2017-86155pm 1 370 CS/O pm
St. Paul 6s St[yreestc,o|B|os|.§

merly Ambassador of El Salvador to the Unite
Please let them know if you are planning to &
emailing info@fgitilstice.org or calling (85733890.

Archdi ocesan Justice VOIuntee

Opportunltles
Justice and Solidarity: Caring for Refugees & Immigr:
Saturday, November 4,81080 pm. BC High School N ei ghbors |

The Archdiocese of Bo st
Global Migration Campaign in a number of impo
ways including our Annual Justice ConvBeafister
at www.bostoncatholic.org/Justicenore information,
please contact Jennifer Murphy or Sister Marian E
at socialjustice@rcab.arg 6177465738/617 746
5637. | f you want to | dHays uptitheepdsof Gcialpmyntest is neegs
kbaileyO7@comcast.net and we can share a table. || pick up any leftover vegetables and donated shg

side of the Merrimack College library and deliver thi
vegetables to the Neighbors in Need Andovér ware
house.

Parish Outing
Coming Up
on Nov. 17!

For more information please call Christina at-978 68t
8321 or emaihatlunteer@NeedFood.org.

Lazar us House

Volunteer receptionistveekday shifts in their adfnin-
istrative offices to review telephone messagegand lo

Join the Knights of [cdineempagrals. seply logkipegfontys per wrekh e r
Youth Choir for Hockey Night in Lowell!

Youth Choir Singing National Anthem!

Thrift Store:regular volunteers needed to helg with
,serving customers, managing donations, and jkeepin
thrift store neat and tidy. Weekly, two hour sfifts ar
preferred. Bilingual great but not required.

What:Division 1 College Hockey, UMass LowelRRiv
Hawks vs. UConn Huskies

When¥Friday, November 17, 2017, at 7:15 pm
WhereTsongas Arena, Lowell

: Emailvolunteers@lazarushouse.org with quesfions ot
Cost:$10 per ticket

to sign up.

Questions? Ready to grab tickets?
Contact Kathy Schardin at kjschard@aol.cofn o
John Perigaut at jpsquared@comcast.ne

And a reminder that our parish serves the everfing me
at the Holly Street shelter every month. Em@il kbai
leyO7 @comcast.net with questions or to sign ug!
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| & Catholic Middle & High School Ope

Font bodAceademy

Lowel | Cat hol i c
Thursday, October 12, 6800 pm Hi gh School
Sunday, October 15, 11:00 am to 2:00 pm Thursday, October 19,-6:30 pm

Learn about the excellent academic program, our commitrjent to Senday, October 22, 1:2:30 pm
vice, and our extensivewwicular offerings (athletics, art, drara, 1 . -

a wide variety of clubs and activittes)the campus with our st@idel wtr'&(ﬁ 8tkg|r§c?r$1e8ttl:)dzrt]ttesnznng]eigté?n(q)lrl:ﬁr?e
ambassadors, and drop into informational sessions with efch JeFals ww Iowellca'tho?ic ora/
ment. Fontbonne has something for every young woman.jFol 0 Add.itional uestions re. ardgin
Academis an alyjirls Catholic high school conveniently locatdd ir 9 d 9

, - . : plication process at Lowell Catho-
ton. It is a sponsored ministry of the Sisters of Saint Josepl} of SN tact us at 978.452 2794 x122 o

For more information, contact 617.615.3014 orf ac %9 . .
admissions@lowellcatholic.org.

sions@fontbonneacademy.org.

The High School Pl acement Test (or

Archdi ocese of Boston and the Dioces
cess for 8th grade students preparin
arship awards It is offered in Nove

Academy of Notre Dame TlydgPb®rsoent at i
Sunday, October 1, 11-D00 pm Academy
Sunday, November 5, 111000 pm Sunday, October 29,

Research shows that students fromggindé schools perfdfm 10:00 am to 1:00 pm
better in class, on tests and within peer groups. At the Acdde
small classroom settings and low teastuetent ratios help youding

Boston Coll ege i Sscth. o oFko hPr e p

Sunday, October 22, 12:00 pm ddl e & High
Information Nights for Grade 9 on 11/8 and 12§5; Sunday, October 29
and for Grade 7 on 10/12 and 11/28. Sessions at 10:00 & 11:00

%
C High is a 1%y®arold Jesuit, Catholic schoojthdtThe best way to get to know St. Johrjjs F \\%
educates young men in gradgs The schoolfis §is to visit our beautiful,-déf® campus z\,
located at 150 William T. Morrissey Boulg@varplaimd meet with students and faculty. §¥Vhe
Boston, and it draws from 140 communities ghr@ugyhyou and your son are interested infMic y
out Greater Boston. Come find out how youlcall $ehool or High School, you'll find many a\//
cC ome i a ma Ror & complete tlidt§ ef § portunities to visit and learn more algbut %
events and to register, go to: www.bchigh.edu/visltearn more at www.stjohnsprep.org. \ \}
\\
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TWENTY-SIXTH ORDINARY SUNDAY

SCRI PTURE READI NGS FOR NEXT WEEK:
TWENTYEVENTH SUNDAY |I N ORDI NARY TI M
A reading from the Book of the Prophet | sai ah

Let me now sing of my friend, my friend& song concerning his vineyard. My friend had a vineyard on a fer-
tile hillside; he spaded it, cleared it of stones, and planted the choicest vines; within it he built a watchtower,
and hewed out a wine press. Then he looked for the crop of grapes, but what it yielded was wild grapes.

Now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah, judge between me and my vineyard: What more was
there to do for my vineyard that I had not done? Why, when I looked for the crop of grapes, did it bring forth
wild grapes? Now, I will let you know what [ mean to do with my vineyard: take away its hedge, give it to
grazing, break through its wall, let it be trampled! Yes, I will make it a ruin: it shall not be pruned or hoed, but
overgrown with thorns and briers; I will command the clouds not to send rain upon it. The vineyard of the
LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, and the people of Judah are his cherished plant; he looked for judgment,
but see, bloodshed! for justice, but hark, the outcry!

A reading from the Letter e Saint Paul to t}

Brothers and sisters: Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, make
your requests known to God. Then the peace of God that surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts
and minds in Christ Jesus.

Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, what-
ever is lovely, whatever is gracious, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think
about these things. Keep on doing what you have learned and received and heard and seen in me. Then the
God of peace will be with you.

+ A reading from the holy G#3pel according td

Jesus said to the chief priests and the elders of the people: MHear another parable. There was a landowner who
planted a vineyard, put a hedge around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a tower. Then he leased it to tenants
and went on a journey. When vintage time drew near, he sent his servants to the tenants to obtain his produce.
But the tenants seized the servants and one they beat, another they killed, and a third they stoned. Again he
sent other servants, more numerous than the first ones, but they treated them in the same way. Finally, he sent
his son to them, thinking, 6T'hey will respect my son.6But when the tenants saw the son, they said to one an-
other, @This is the heir. Come, let us kill him and acquire his inheritance. They seized him, threw him out of
the vineyard, and killed him. What will the owner of the vineyard do to those tenants when he comes?0 They
answered him, fiHe will put those wretched men to a wretched death and lease his vineyard to other tenants
who will give him the produce at the proper times.0 Jesus said to them, fiDid you never read in the Scriptures:
The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; by the Lord has this been done, and it is won-
derful in our eyes? Therefore, | say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a
people that will produce its fruit.0

Copyright 1970, 1986, 1992, 1998, 2001 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc. Washington D.C. All rights reserved. No part of
this work may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, re-
cording, or by an information storage and retrieval system, without permission in writing from the copyright owner.




