
WELCOME 
If you are alienated or upset, we welcome you lovingly. 

If you are in need of forgiveness, Jesus forgives you completely—with unconditional love. 

If you have been hurt by the Church, we are truly sorry. 

If you are angry, Jesus offers you peace. 

If life has become burdensome, we are here to support you. 

We are happy you are here and want you to stay. 

We would like to share our lives with you. 

Come join us each week so we can worship God together. 
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Parish Staff 
 

Rev. Richard T. Conway–Parish Priest 

rtconway@comcast.net 

 

Irene Bonner – Business Manager 

ibonner@comcast.net 

 

Joe Galluzzo – RCIA Coordinator 

joe.galluzzo@comcast.net; 978-314-3404  

 

Yvonne Gobis – Liturgical Music Coordinator 

ygobis@comcast.net; 978-452-0831 

 

Karen Bailey – Communications Coordinator 

kbailey07@comcast.net 

 

Laura Szekely – Funeral Ministry 

lcszekely@gmail.com 

Weekend Mass Schedule 

 

Saturday 4:00 pm 

Sunday at 9:00 and 11:00 am 

 

Weekdays as announced 

 

 

Parish Office 

 

978-683-8922 

Fax: 978-689-8878 

 

Office Hours:   

Tuesday-Friday  

9:30 am to noon; 1:00 to 4:30 pm 

Marriage 
Please contact the Parish Office at least six months in advance. Participation in both a parish and a dioce-

san preparation is required of all couples. 

 

RCIA 
Adults interested in baptism or joining the Catholic Church should contact Joe Galluzzo at 978-314-3404  

or joe.galluzzo@comcast.net. 

 

Anointing and Pastoral Care of  the Sick 
Please contact the Parish Office when a parishioner is seriously ill or goes into the hospital. Staff and 

Communion Ministers bring communion to those who are infirm. Sacrament of the Sick is celebrated com-

munally in the spring and the fall. 

 

Baptism 
Celebrated regularly at Sunday Eucharist. Mandatory parent preparation sessions are held at church eve-

ry other month. Please contact the Parish Office four months prior to the intended Baptism date. 
 

A Stewardship Parish 
 

Building a Catholic community of commitment, passion and love 

Celebrating our faith through dynamic liturgy and a rich sacramental life 

Welcoming all into the warmth of our parish family 

Sharing the gifts God entrusted to us 

Striving to learn, live and share our faith 
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OCTOBER 1, 2017 

FROM FATHER RICK 

Dear Friends, 

 

RESPECT LIFE AND CARE OF CREATION  

The month of October has been dedicated to the Respect for Life in our country since 1972. This 
weekend,  September 30/October 1, we will celebrate Respect Life Sunday. We will pray, celebrate 
and allow ourselves to be challenged with our responsibility to Care for the Gift of all Life. As just 
one part of this celebration, we will have the Blessing of Animals after the 11:00 am Mass on the 
front lawn of the church in celebration of St. Francis of Assisi.  
 

MASS SCHEDULE 

The Mass schedule for the coming week begins on Wednesday at 6:00 pm, when we will conclude 
the Season of Creation with the Feast of St. Francis at the 6:00 pm Mass. Please join us for this won-
derful Saintõs Feast Day. Weekday Masses also on Thursday and Friday at 12:10 noon. 

 

MONTH OF THE ROSARY  

During the month of October we will be praying the Rosary before weekday Masses. It will be 
prayed on Wednesdays at 5:45 pm, and on Thursdays and Fridays at 11:55 am. This will begin on 
October 4. 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK  
Next Saturday, October 7, at the 4:00 pm Mass, we will celebrate the Anointing of the Sick. If you 
would like to be anointed, please contact Irene in the Parish Office. There will be, as always, hospi-
tality following this Mass.  
 

AN OPPORTUNITY FROM THE GLOBAL CATHOLIC CLIMATE MOVEMENT  
Cultivating a Prophetic and Contemplative Lifestyle:  
A 5-Week Meditation  Training Program Based on Laudato Siõ 
Engage Pope Francisõs call for òecological conversionó with this 5-week meditation training pro-
gram based on Laudato Siõ. The program will introduce participants to contemplative practices as a 
way of prayer and compassionate action. Classes will be held Thursdays Oct. 19-Nov. 16 from 7-8:30 
pm at St. Ignatius Parish in Chestnut Hill. The course will be taught by Christina Leano, Associate 
Director of the Global Catholic Climate Movement. For more information go to: BostonCatholiccli-
mate.org 
 

AN INVITATION  
Conflict and Communion: Toward 22 nd Century Christianity     
500th Anniversary of the Protestant Reformation    

Please join the community at Merrimack College on Monday,  October 30, at 7:00 pm in the Colle-
giate Church on the campus of Merrimack College for òConflict and Communion: Toward 22nd 
Century Christianity.ó Bishop Robert Hennessy, of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Boston, and 
Bishop James Hazelwood, of the New England Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Ameri-
ca will co-preside at a Vespers Service. Refreshments will be served at a reception after the service. 
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SOLEMNITY OF ALL SAINTS  
All Saints DayñA Holy Day of Obligation ñis Wednesday, November 1. We will celebrate this So-
lemnity with Masses at 12:10 noon and 6:00 pm on Wednesday. The Wednesday evening Mass will 
be followed by one of our regular Holy Day Suppers. Please plan to join us for this great feast that 
celebrates our future! 
 

ANNUAL MASS OF REMEMBRANCE  
ALL SOULS DAY ñNOVEMBER 2  
On Thursday, November 2, we will celebrate our annual Mass of Remembrance on All Souls Day at 
7:00 pm. At this Mass we will remember by name all those who have died during the past year . If 
you lost someone during the past year please contact Irene and let her know so that your loved one 
can be included at this Mass. We also request a photo of your loved one to be displayed in the 
church during this Mass and throughout the month of November. This Mass is followed by a recep-
tion for all in attendance.  
 
A REMINDER: all Masses during November are offered for those listed in the Book of Remem-
brance. There are no individual intentions for November Masses. All Souls Envelopes are attached 
to bulletin this weekend. Please return your prayer requests for November by October 16 so that the 
Book of Remembrance may be prepared. 

 

FROM POPE FRANCIS 

òCompassion,ó òdrawing near,ó òto restore.ó At the morning Mass at the Casa Santa Marta on Tues-
day September 19th, Pope Francis prayed to the Lord, that He might give us òthe graceó to 
have compassion for all those who are suffering; to  draw near  to these people in order to òtake 
them by the handó to restore them to the place of òdignity that God wills for them.ó 

 

The Holy Father was reflecting on the Gospel, from St. Luke, which tells how Jesus raised the son 
of the widow of Naim  from the dead. He explained how, in the Old Testament, the poorest of the 
slaves were precisely the widows, the orphans, the strangers and the foreigners. And the recurring 
invitation is to òcareó for them, to ensure that they are inserted into and are part of society. Jesus is 
able òto see the details,ó because He sees with the heart; He has compassion: 

 

òCompassion is a sentiment that gets involved, it is a sentiment of the heart, of the viscera, it involves the 
whole person. Itõs not the same as òpain,ó or of [saying] òHow sad, poor people!ó: No, itõs not the same. Com-
passion gets involved. It is òsuffering with.ó This is compassion. The Lord is involved in the lives of a wid-
ow, of an orphan. òBut say thereó [people might say]é You have a whole crowd here, why donõt you talk to 
the crowd? Leave themé Life is like thaté Those are tragedies that just happenéó No. For Him, that widow 
and that dead orphan were more important than the crowds He was speaking to and that were following Him. 
The Lord, with His compassion, was involved  in this case. He had compassion.ó 

 

Compassion, then, pushes us òto draw near,ó the Pope said: you can sometimes see many things, 
without necessarily drawing near to them. But, he said:  

 

òDrawing near is touching the reality. Touching. Not looking at it from a distance. He had compassionñthe 
first word. He drew nearñthe second word. Then He performs the miracle. Jesus does not say, ôSo long, Iõm 
continuing on my way.õ No. He takes the child, and what does it say? ôHe restored him to his mother.õ To  
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 restore: the third word. Jesus performs miracles to restore, to return people to their proper place. And that is 
what He did with the redemption. He had compassionñGod had compassionñHe drew near to us in His 
Son, and He restored all of us to the dignity of children of God. He has re-created all of us.ó 

 

The exhortation is òto do likewise,ó following the example of Christ, to draw near to the needy, not 
to help them òfrom a distanceó because they might be dirty, or need a shower, or smell badó: 

 

òSo often we see the news on TV, or the cover of the paper, the tragediesé ôBut look, in that country the chil-
dren donõt have enough to eat; in that country the children are forced to be soldiers; in that country women 
are enslaved; in that countryé Oh, what a calamity! Poor peopleéõ Many pages are written in the novel, in 
the TV shows that come after. And this is not Christian. And the question I ask now, looking at everyone, in-
cluding myself, is, ôAm I able to have compassion? To pray? When I see these things, that they bring to me 
at home, through the mediaé am I moved in the depths of my being? Does my heart suffer with those people; 
or do I feel pain, do I say, òPoor people,ó and the like?õ And if you canõt have compassion, ask for the grace: 
ôLord, give me the grace of compassion.ó 

 

GIVING A BLESSING 

Last weekend we as a community blessed our catechists. At the 9:00 am Mass we sang a blessing for 
the catechists and students as we sent them forth to class. There are many times when I am asked to 
bless rosaries or crosses or other religious article. If youõve been to a Papal Audience, at the end of 
the audience the Pope blesses all the religious articles that people have with them either in the 
Blessed Paul VI Audience Hall or St Peterõs Square.  

 

Aside from these òsacramental object blessingsó, there are occasions in our human experience that 
suddenly touch us and we grope for words to mark the moment: A friend lies gravely ill, a family 
member embarks on a journey, a child is afraid of the dark and cannot sleep, a relative announces a 
wonderful promotion, a spouse retires from a long career....  

 

Perhaps the words we are searching for and the gesture that would express our hope for that per-
son could take the form of a blessing. The Celts have along tradition of bestowing blessings. Be-
stowing a blessing is a gentle gift. You can put your hands on the head or shoulders of the other and 
say a simple prayer. Mention your hope for that person and ask for the necessary graces. If you 
saved blessed water from the Easter Vigil and have it stored away in a bottle for just such occasions, 
use some in a Sprinkling Rite. It reminds us of our baptism and affirms our identity and purpose. 
We can feel free to devise a blessing with our own words or we can learn some blessings from the 
Celts: 

Grace upwards over thee, Grace downwards over thee, 
Grace of graces without gainsaying, Grace of Father and of Lord. 

The joy of God be in thy face, Joy to all who see thee; 
The circling of God be keeping thee, Angels of God shielding thee. 

God bless to you this day, God bless to you this night; 
Bless, O bless, Thou God of grace, Each day and hour of your life; 
Bless, O bless, Thou God of grace, Each day and hour of your life. 

 

Copyright © 2001 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications, 1800 North Hermitage Avenue, Chicago IL 60622-1101; 
1-800-933-1800; www.ltp.org. Text and art by Gertrud Mueller Nelson. All rights reserved. Used with permission. 

 

Pray for our Country, our Leaders, and Peace in our World!  
Fr. Rick     
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Stewardship Reflection  

 

òDo nothing out of selfishness; rather, humbly  
regard others as more important than  
yourselveséó ñPhilippians 2:3 

 

Pride and ego are hard things to control. We see 
how others act or dress and think we are supe-
rior to them. We idolize our own self - image. 
But, if we truly believe everything is a gift from 
God, we recognize all the people that God has 
put in our lives as gifts! We are grateful for how 
they enrich our lives. Pray every day for the 
people in your life.  

Parish Community Prayer Intentions 
  
  
  

At our parishionersô request or with permission,  
we list those who are sick or in the hospital  
and wish to be remembered in our prayers: 

  
  
  

The names in the Parish Community Prayer Intention list are 
not included in the web version of the bulletin in order to 
maintain the privacy of those individuals. 
  

 
In Service  
2nd Lt. Hannah Jean Kuegler, USA, BM2 Stuart Bangs, USCG, Sean Hodgdon, USAF, Cpl Chris Carey, USMC, 
SFC John B. Nicholas, USA, SGT Jean-Paul Fitzpatrick, USA, SGT Vincent Amasula, USA, CDR Paul Giguere, 
USN, 1st Lt. Stephen Draheim, USA, Col. James Coffey, USAF, Lyle Shackelford, Pvt. Alexander Sabu, USA, 
Genôl. R. Steve Whitcomb, USA, Col. Brian P. Bedell, USA, Capt. Lauren Whitcomb, USA, BG Patrick J. Do-
nahue, USA, BG Brian P. Donahue, USA, Cpt. Michael McGaffigan, USA, Lt. Jesse Salisbury, USA F, Sgt. 
Maureen Galvin, USA, SpOps, Commander Kevin B. OôBrien, USN, Miko Belonia, Maj. Tony Hoffman, USA, 
Maj. Ross Coffman, USA, Maj. Garth Howe, USA, Chief Warrant Officer II Michael Morris, USA, Captain Mat-
thew Mancini, USA, Sgt. Ellen Barnes OôConnor, USA, Pvt. Adam James Mazza, USA, Pvt. Joseph D. Gagnon, USM 

  

Money Matters 
On the weekend of September 23/24 
Weekly donations:  $4,319.00  

K of C Tootsie Roll Drive 
This Weekend, Sept. 30/Oct. 1 

After all Masses 
  

One of the most popular and successful programs con-
ducted by Knights of Columbus councils nationwide is 
the fundraiser in which councils collect donations outside 
stores, churches, and on street corners to support pro-
grams serving people with intellectual disabilities. In ap-
preciation, the donor is offered a candy bar, often a 
Tootsie Roll. The high visibility of this program has led to 
the campaign being referred to as the ñTootsie Roll 
Drive.ò 100% of the profits go directly to agencies and 
programs serving people with intellectual disabilities 
(such as the Special Olympics) in our state and neigh-
borhood. Please support this important initiative and help 
the St. Robert Bellarmine Council of the Knights of Co-
lumbus help those in need in our community! 

Beginning Wednesday,  
October 4, join us to pray  
the rosary before every  

weekday Mass in October,  
the month of the Holy Rosary.  
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Question of the Week: 
26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
Breaking Open the Word  
Suggested faith sharing text: Todayõs Gospel 

 
Step One: Listen to the Word  
When you hear the story of the two sons, what 
about it touches your heart? What image lin-
gers in your memory from this reading?  
 
Step Two: Look into Your Life  
Question for Children:  How do you show 
your love for Jesus by doing what he asks, even 
when it is difficult for you?  

 

Question for Youth:  Todayõs parable reminds 
us that it isnõt what we say that counts as much 
as what we do. How would someone know you 
are a Christian through your actions?  

 

Question for Adults:  How and when were you 
like each of the sons in the Gospel? 

Readings for the week of October 1, 2017 
 
Sunday: Ez 18:25-28; Ps 25:4-9; Phil 2:1-11  
  [1-5]; Mt 21:28-32 
Monday: Zec 8:1-8; Ps 102:16-21, 29, 22-23;  
  Mt 18:1-5, 10 
Tuesday: Zec 8:20-23; Ps 87:1b-7; Lk 9:51-56 
Wednesday: Neh 2:1-8; Ps 137:1-6; Lk 9:57-62 
Thursday: Neh 8:1-4a, 5-6, 7b-12; Ps 19:8-11;  
  Lk 10:1-12 
Friday:  Bar 1:15-22; Ps 79:1b-5, 8-9;  
  Lk 10:13-16 
Saturday: Bar 4:5-12, 27-29; Ps 69:33-37;  
  Lk 10:17-24 
Sunday: Is 5:1-7; Ps 80:9, 12-16, 19-20;  
  Phil 4:6-9; Mt 21:33-43 

 

Sunday, October 8 
27th Sunday in Ordinary Time  
  

9:00 am:  Daun Vecchi 
11:00 am:  Mary Dunphy Grelle and Susan  
       Grelle 

 

Sunday, October 1 
26th Sunday in Ordinary Time  
  

9:00 am:  Peter Rukahu Kinga  
11:00 am:  Gerard and Mary Conway  

 

Saturday, September 30 
Vigil, 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time  
  

4:00 pm:  Charles A. Logan 

 

Saturday, October 7 
Vigil, 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time  
  

4:00 pm:  Pat Markusic; **Communal  
      Anointing of the Sick  

 

Wednesday, October 4 
St. Francis of Assisi  
  

5:45 pm:  Rosary 
6:00 pm:  Intention of the Presider  

 

Thursday, October 5  
Weekday Mass 
  

11:55 am:  Rosary 
12:10 pm:  Intention of the Presider 

 

Friday, October 6  
Weekday Mass 
  

11:55: Rosary 
12:10 pm: People of the Parish 

 Join us on Wednesday, October 4,  
6:00 pm, to celebrate the 

Feast of St. Francis of Assisi! 
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 COMMUNITY  
BLOOD DRIVE 

  
Tuesday, October 10  
1:30-7:00 pm  
Driscoll Hall 

  

Please consider donating this life giving gift if you are 
able. No appointment necessaryðwalk ins are wel-
come! If you prefer an appointment, sign up online at 
www.givelife.org or call 1-800-GIVE-LIFE. 

Join the Knights of Columbus and the St. Robertôs  
Youth Choir for Hockey Night in Lowell! 

  

What: Division 1 College Hockey, UMass Lowell River 
Hawks vs. UConn Huskies 
When: Friday, November 17, 2017, at 7:15 pm 
Where: Tsongas Arena, Lowell 
Cost: $10 per ticket 

  

Questions? Ready to grab tickets?  
Contact Kathy Schardin at kjschard@aol.com or  

John Perigaut at jpsquared@comcast.net. 

Parish Outing 

Coming Up 

on Nov. 17! 

Youth Choir Singing National Anthem!  

Archdiocesan Justice Convocation 

 

Justice and Solidarity: Caring for Refugees & Immigrants 
Saturday, November 4, 8:00ð1:30 pm. BC High School 

 

The Archdiocese of Boston will support Pope Francisô 
Global Migration Campaign in a number of important 
ways including our Annual Justice Convocation. Register 
at www.bostoncatholic.org/Justice. For more information, 
please contact Jennifer Murphy or Sister Marian Batho 
at socialjustice@rcab.org or 617-746-5738/617 746-
5637. If you want to join others from St. Robertôs, email 
kbailey07@comcast.net and we can share a table. 

 

Neighbors in Need 
 

Help Sort Clothing Donations from ZWD: volunteers 
desperate needed  over the next couple of weeks to sort 
all the clothing NIN received through Zero Waste Day. 

 

Pick up fresh vegetables from Farmer Dave's CSA 
Merrimack College location:  At 6:00 pm on Wednes-
days until the end of October a volunteer is needed to 
pick up any leftover vegetables and donated shares out-
side of the Merrimack College library and deliver the 
vegetables to the Neighbors in Need Andover ware-
house.  
 

For more information please call Christina at 978 685-
8321 or email at volunteer@NeedFood.org.  
 

Lazarus House 
 

Volunteer receptionist: weekday shifts in their admin-
istrative offices to review telephone messages and log 
incoming calls. Ideally looking for 1-2 hours per week. 

 

Thrift Store: regular volunteers needed to help with 
serving customers, managing donations, and keeping 
thrift store neat and tidy. Weekly, two hour shifts are 
preferred. Bilingual great but not required. 

 

Email volunteers@lazarushouse.org with questions or 
to sign up.  

 

And a reminder that our parish serves the evening meal 
at the Holly Street shelter every month. Email kbai-
ley07@comcast.net with questions or to sign up! 

òThe Migration of the Undocumented  
from Latin America to the US:  

Causes, Problems, Possible Solutionsó 
Tuesday, October 10, 2017, 6:15-8:15 pm 
St. Paulôs Cathedral, Tremont Street, Boston 

 

All are welcome at the first community meeting of A Faith 
That Does Justice (AFTDG). The speaker is the Honora-
ble Ruben Zamora, Ambassador and Permanent Repre-
sentative of El Salvador to the United Nations and for-
merly Ambassador of El Salvador to the United States. 
Please let them know if you are planning to attend by 
emailing info@faith-justice.org or calling (857) 990-3670. 
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Presentation of Mary 
Academy 

  

Sunday, October 29,  
10:00 am to 1:00 pm 

  

Tour the campus, register for the HSPT, 
schedule a shadow day. Discover you at 
PMA: A Catholic, Co-ed, College Prepar-
atory High School for grades 9-12, locat-
ed at 209 Lawrence Street, Methuen, MA. 
Learn more at www.pmamethuen.org 

Boston College High School 

  

Sunday, October 22, 12:00 pm 
Information Nights for Grade 9 on 11/8 and 12/5;  

and for Grade 7 on 10/12 and 11/28. 

 

C High is a 151-year-old Jesuit, Catholic school that 
educates young men in grades 7-12. The school is 
located at 150 William T. Morrissey Boulevard in 
Boston, and it draws from 140 communities through-
out Greater Boston. Come find out how you can be-
come ña man for others.ò For a complete list of 
events and to register, go to: www.bchigh.edu/visit. 

Fontbonne  Academy 

  

Thursday, October 12, 6:00-8:00 pm 
Sunday, October 15, 11:00 am to 2:00 pm 

  

Learn about the excellent academic program, our commitment to ser-
vice, and our extensive co-curricular offerings (athletics, art, drama, and 
a wide variety of clubs and activities). Tour the campus with our student 
ambassadors, and drop into informational sessions with each depart-
ment. Fontbonne has something for every young woman. Fontbonne 
Academy is an all-girls Catholic high school conveniently located in Mil-
ton. It is a sponsored ministry of the Sisters of Saint Joseph of Boston. 
For more information, contact 617.615.3014 or admis-
sions@fontbonneacademy.org.  

St. Johnôs Prep 
Middle & High School 

  

Sunday, October 29 
Sessions at 10:00 & 11:00 

  

The best way to get to know St. John's Prep 
is to visit our beautiful, 175-acre campus 
and meet with students and faculty. Wheth-
er you and your son are interested in Middle 
School or High School, you'll find many op-
portunities to visit and learn more about us. 
Learn more at www.stjohnsprep.org. 

Academy of Notre Dame Tyngsboro  

  

Sunday, October 1, 11:00-1:00 pm 

Sunday, November 5, 11:00-1:00 pm 

  

Research shows that students from single-gender schools perform 
better in class, on tests and within peer groups. At the Academy, our 
small classroom settings and low teacher-to-student ratios help young 
women find their voice and become leaders both in our community 
and beyond. Come see the Academy for yourself. Meet students, 
teachers and administrators, explore our facilities, and get all your 
questions answered. Register at NDATyngsboro.org/openhouse. 

Itôs Catholic Middle & High School Open House Season! 

Lowell Catholic  
High School 

  

Thursday, October 19, 6:00-8:30 pm 
Sunday, October 22, 12:00-2:30 pm 

  

All 8th-grade students and their families 
are welcome to attend. Register online 
a t w w w . l o w e l l c a t h o l i c . o r g /
LC4ME. Additional questions regarding 
the application process at Lowell Catho-
lic? Contact us at 978.452.2794 x122 or 
admissions@lowellcatholic.org. 

The High School Placement Test (or HSPT) is an assessment test administered by Catholic schools in the 
Archdiocese of Boston and the Diocese of Manchester, NH. The test is a required part of the admissions pro-
cess for 8th grade students preparing to enter high school and the results also help determine merit schol-
arship awards. It is offered in November & December. Ask about it at open house. 

http://www.lowellcatholic.org/LC4ME
http://www.lowellcatholic.org/LC4ME
mailto:admissions@lowellcatholic.org
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TWENTY-SIXTH ORDINARY SUNDAY 

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK: 
TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

  
A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah 5:1-7 
  
Let me now sing of my friend, my friendôs song concerning his vineyard. My friend had a vineyard on a fer-
tile hillside; he spaded it, cleared it of stones, and planted the choicest vines; within it he built a watchtower, 
and hewed out a wine press. Then he looked for the crop of grapes, but what it yielded was wild grapes. 
  
Now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah, judge between me and my vineyard: What more was 
there to do for my vineyard that I had not done? Why, when I looked for the crop of grapes, did it bring forth 
wild grapes? Now, I will let you know what I mean to do with my vineyard: take away its hedge, give it to 
grazing, break through its wall, let it be trampled! Yes, I will make it a ruin: it shall not be pruned or hoed, but 
overgrown with thorns and briers; I will command the clouds not to send rain upon it. The vineyard of the 
LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, and the people of Judah are his cherished plant; he looked for judgment, 
but see, bloodshed! for justice, but hark, the outcry! 
  
 
 A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Philippians 4:6-9 
  
Brothers and sisters: Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, make 
your requests known to God. Then the peace of God that surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts 
and minds in Christ Jesus. 
  
Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, what-
ever is lovely, whatever is gracious, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think 
about these things. Keep on doing what you have learned and received and heard and seen in me. Then the 
God of peace will be with you. 
   
 
+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 21:33-43 
  
Jesus said to the chief priests and the elders of the people: ñHear another parable. There was a landowner who 
planted a vineyard, put a hedge around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a tower. Then he leased it to tenants 
and went on a journey. When vintage time drew near, he sent his servants to the tenants to obtain his produce. 
But the tenants seized the servants and one they beat, another they killed, and a third they stoned. Again he 
sent other servants, more numerous than the first ones, but they treated them in the same way. Finally, he sent 
his son to them, thinking, óThey will respect my son.ô But when the tenants saw the son, they said to one an-
other, óThis is the heir. Come, let us kill him and acquire his inheritance. They seized him, threw him out of 
the vineyard, and killed him.  What will the owner of the vineyard do to those tenants when he comes?ò They 
answered him, ñHe will put those wretched men to a wretched death and lease his vineyard to other tenants 
who will give him the produce at the proper times.ò Jesus said to them, ñDid you never read in the Scriptures: 
The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; by the Lord has this been done, and it is won-
derful in our eyes? Therefore, I say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a 
people that will produce its fruit.ò 
  
Copyright 1970, 1986, 1992, 1998, 2001 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc. Washington D.C. All rights reserved. No part of 
this work may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, re-
cording, or by an information storage and retrieval system, without permission in writing from the copyright owner. 


