
WELCOME 
If you are alienated or upset, we welcome you lovingly. 

If you are in need of forgiveness, Jesus forgives you completely—with unconditional love. 

If you have been hurt by the Church, we are truly sorry. 

If you are angry, Jesus offers you peace. 

If life has become burdensome, we are here to support you. 

We are happy you are here and want you to stay. 

We would like to share our lives with you. 

Come join us each week so we can worship God together. 
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Parish Staff 

 

Rev. Richard T. Conway–Pastor 
rtconway@comcast.net 

 

Irene Bonner – Business Manager 
ibonner@comcast.net 

 

Susan Hurton–Faith Formation Director 

shurton.srb@gmail.com 

 

Joe Galluzzo – RCIA Coordinator 
joe.galluzzo@comcast.net; 978-314-3404  

 

Yvonne Gobis – Liturgical Music Coordinator 
ygobis@comcast.net; 978-452-0831 

 

Karen Bailey – Communications Coordinator 
kbailey07@comcast.net 

 

Laura Szekely – Funeral Ministry 
lcszekely@gmail.com 

Weekend Mass Schedule 

 

Saturday 4:00 pm 

Sunday at 9:00 and 11:00 am 

 

Weekdays as announced 

 

 

Parish Office 

 

978-683-8922 

Fax: 978-689-8878 

 

Office Hours:   

Tuesday-Friday  

9:30 am to noon;  

1:00 to 4:30 pm 

Marriage 
Please contact the Parish Office at least six months in advance. Participation in both a parish and a dioce-

san preparation is required of all couples. 

RCIA 
Adults interested in baptism or joining the Catholic Church should contact Joe Galluzzo at 978-314-3404  

or joe.galluzzo@comcast.net. 

Anointing & Pastoral Care of  the Sick 
Please contact the Parish Office when a parishioner is seriously ill or goes into the hospital. Staff and 

Communion Ministers bring communion to those who are infirm. Sacrament of the Sick is celebrated com-

munally in the spring and the fall. 

Baptism 
Celebrated regularly at Sunday Eucharist. Mandatory parent preparation sessions are held at church eve-

ry other month. Please contact the Parish Office four months prior to the intended Baptism date. 
 

A Stewardship Parish 
 

Building a Catholic community of commitment, passion and love 

Celebrating our faith through dynamic liturgy and a rich sacramental life 

Welcoming all into the warmth of our parish family 

Sharing the gifts God entrusted to us 

Striving to learn, live and share our faith 
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MARCH 18, 2018 

FROM FATHER RICK 

Dear Friends, 

 

Here is the schedule for Holy Week.  

 

Holy Week Schedule 

 

March 24/25 - Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord  

Saturday at 4:00 pm—Sunday at 9:00 am & 11:00 am 
Gather for all Masses in the Gathering Space for the beginning of Mass 

 

Holy Week Weekday Masses 

Monday at 4:00 pm—Tuesday at 5:30 pm—Wednesday at 6:00 pm 
 

The Sacred Triduum 

 

March 29 Holy Thursday  

7:30 pm—Mass of the Lord’s Supper  
Washing of Feet, Procession with Eucharist and Adoration until 10:00 pm 

 

10:00 pm—Night Prayer (Compline), at the repository in the Gathering Space 
 

March 30 Good Friday 

9:00 am—Morning Prayer 

 

3:00 pm—Celebration of the Lord’s Passion   
Liturgy of the Word, Exposition and Veneration of the Cross, Holy Communion   

 

March 31 Holy Saturday 

9:00 am—Morning Prayer  
Prayer over Confirmation Candidates and Blessing of Easter Foods 

 

8:00 pm—Easter Vigil in the Holy Night  
Lighting and Blessing of New Fire, Easter Proclamation, Liturgy of the Word,  

Renewal of Baptism, Liturgy of the Eucharist 

 

 Vigil followed by Parish Baptismal Reception 

 

April 1 Easter Sunday 

Easter Sunday Masses—9:00 am and 11:00 am 

 

FROM POPE FRANCIS 

Last Wednesday Pope Francis continued his Catechesis on the Mass. 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, good morning!  
 

We continue with the Catechesis on the Holy Mass. In the Last Supper, after Jesus took the bread and the 
chalice of the wine, and rendered thanks to God, we know that He “broke the bread.” In the Eucharistic Lit-
urgy of the Mass, the breaking of the Bread corresponds to this action, preceded by the prayer that the Lord  
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taught us, namely, the “Our Father.”  

 

And so we begin the rites of Communion, prolonging the praise and supplication of the Eucharistic Prayer 
with the communal recitation of the “Our Father.” This isn’t one of the many Christian prayers, but the pray-
er of the children of God; it’s the great prayer that Jesus taught us. In fact, consigned to us in the day of our 
Baptism, the “Our Father” makes resound in us the same sentiments that were in Christ Jesus. When we pray 
the “Our Father,” we pray as Jesus prayed. It’s the prayer that Jesus did, and He taught it to us, when the dis-
ciples said to him: “Master, teach us to pray as you pray.” And Jesus prayed thus. It’s so good to pray like 
Jesus! Formed to His divine teaching, we dare to address God calling Him “Father,” because we are reborn as 
His children through water and the Holy Spirit (Cf. Ephesians 1:5). No one, in truth, would be able to call 
Him familiarly “Abba”—“Father” —without being generated by God, without the inspiration of the Spirit, as 
Saint Paul teaches (Cf. Romans 8:15). We must think: no one can call Him “Father” without the inspiration of 
the Spirit. How many times there are people that say “Our Father,” but don’t know what they say. Because 
yes, He is the Father, but when you say “Father” do you feel He is Father, your Father, Father of humanity, 
Father of Jesus Christ? Do you have a relationship with this Father? When we pray the “Our Father,” we con-
nect with the Father who loves us, but it’s the Spirit that gives us this connection, this sentiment of being chil-
dren of God.  
 
What better prayer, than that taught by Jesus, can dispose us to sacramental Communion with Him? In addi-
tion to being prayed in the Mass, the “Our Father” is prayed in the morning and in the evening, in Lauds and 
in Vespers; in this way, the filial attitude to God and of fraternity with our neighbour contribute to give a 
Christian form to our days. 
 
In the Lord’s Prayer – in the “Our Father” — we ask for our “daily bread,” in which we make a particular ref-
erence to the Eucharistic Bread, of which we are in need to live as children of God. We also implore “the for-
giveness of our trespasses,” and to be worthy to receive God’s forgiveness, we commit ourselves to forgive 
those that have offended us. And this isn’t easy; it’s a grace we must request: “Lord, teach me to forgive as 
you have forgiven me.” It’s a grace. We can’t <forgive> with our own strength; to forgive is a grace of the Ho-
ly Spirit. So, while we open our heart to God, the “Our Father” disposes us also to fraternal love. Finally, we 
also ask God to “deliver us from evil,” which separates us from Him and divides us from our brothers. We 
understand well that these are very apt requests to prepare us for Holy Communion [Cf. Ordinamento Gen-
erale del Messale Romano, (OGMR),  81].  
 
In fact, what we request in the “Our Father,” is prolonged by the prayer of the priest who, in the name of all, 
prays: “Deliver us, O Lord, from all evils and grant peace in our days.” And then it receives a sort of seal in 
the rite of peace: invoked from Christ first of all is the gift of his peace (Cf. John 14:27)) – so different from 
that of the world – it makes the Church grow in unity and in peace, according to His will; then, with the con-
crete gesture exchanged between us, we express  “ecclesial communion and mutual love before communing 
with the Sacrament” (OGMR, 82). In the Roman Rite the exchange of the sign of peace, placed since antiquity 
before Communion, is ordered to Eucharistic Communion. According to Saint Paul’s admonition, it’s not 
possible to commune with the one Bread, which renders us one Body in Christ, without recognizing our-
selves pacified by fraternal love (Cf. 1 Corinthians 10:16-17; 11:29). The peace of Christ can’t root itself in a 
heart incapable of living fraternity and of recomposing it after having wounded it. The Lord gives peace; He 
gives us the grace to forgive those that have offended us.  
 
The gesture of peace is followed by the breaking of the Bread, which since apostolic times has given the name 
to the entire celebration of the Eucharist (Cf. OGMR, 83; Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1329). Carried out 
by Jesus during the Last Supper, the breaking of the Bread is the revealing gesture that enabled the disciples 
to recognize Him after His Resurrection. We recall the disciples of Emmaus who, speaking of the encounter 
with the Risen One, recount “how they recognized Him in the breaking of the bread” (Cf. Luke 24:30-31.35).  
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Parish Community  
Prayer Intentions 

  
  
  

At our parishioners’ request or with permission,  
we list those who are sick or in the hospital  
and wish to be remembered in our prayers: 

  

The names in the Parish Community Prayer 
Intention list are not included in the web ver-
sion of the bulletin in order to maintain the pri-
vacy of those individuals. 

Stewardship Reflection 

 
òI will be their God and they  

shall be my people.ó - Jeremiah 31:33 

 

What does it mean to be God’s people? It means 
we recognize that everything we have and eve-
rything we are belongs to God. We aren’t 
“owners” of anything, we are merely 
“stewards” of the gifts God has given us. It 
means we are willing to use our gifts and our 
lives to care for our neighbors and the world, 
just as God cares for us.  In Service  

Lt. William E. Conway, USN, SN Madalina 
Yvonne Southworth, USN, Cpt. Brian Kee, Cpt. 
Dan York, SFODA 1324 Detachment, 2nd Lt. 
Hannah Jean Kuegler, USA, BM2 Stuart Bangs, 
USCG, Sean Hodgdon, USAF, Cpl Chris Carey, 
USMC, SFC John B. Nicholas, USA, SGT Jean
-Paul Fitzpatrick, USA, SGT Vincent Amasula, 
USA, CDR Paul Giguere, USN, 1st Lt. Stephen 
Draheim, USA, Col. James Coffey, USAF, Lyle 
Shackelford, Pvt. Alexander Sabu, USA, Genôl. R. Ste-
ve Whitcomb, USA, Col. Brian P. Bedell, USA, Capt. 
Lauren Whitcomb, USA, BG Patrick J. Donahue, USA, 
BG Brian P. Donahue, USA, Cpt. Michael McGaffigan, 
USA, Lt. Jesse Salisbury, USA F, Sgt. Maureen Galvin, 
USA, SpOps, Commander Kevin B. OôBrien, USN, Miko 
Belonia, Maj. Tony Hoffman, USA, Maj. Ross Coffman, 
USA, Maj. Garth Howe, USA, Chief Warrant Officer II 
Michael Morris, USA, Captain Matthew Mancini, USA, 
Sgt. Ellen Barnes OôConnor, USA, Pvt. Adam James 
Mazza, USA, Pvt. Joseph D. Gagnon, USM 

 

Prayers requested for 

  

Anne DuPont, 
mother of Yvonne Gobis 

 

Lucien Petren, 
longtime parishioner and  

brother in law of Rod Houde 

The breaking of the Eucharistic Bread is accompanied by the invocation of the “Lamb of God,” figure with 
which John the Baptist indicated Jesus “He who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29). The biblical im-
age of the lamb speaks of the Redemption (Cf. Exodus 12:1-14; Isaiah 53:7; 1 Peter 1:19; Revelation 7:14). In the 
Eucharistic Bread, broken for the life of the world, the praying assembly recognizes the true Lamb of God, 
namely, Christ the Redeemer, and begs Him: “Have mercy on us . . . grant us peace.” “Have mercy on us,” 
“grant us peace” are invocations that, from the “Our Father” prayer to the breaking of the Bread, help us to 
dispose our spirit to take part in the Eucharistic feast, source of communion with God and with brothers. 
 

Let us not forget the great prayer: that which Jesus taught, and which is the prayer with which He prayed to 

the Father. And this prayer prepares us for Communion. [Original text: Italian]  [ZENITõs working translation by Vir-

ginia M. Forrester] 
 

I wish you a joy-filled and holy Lent, 
Fr. Rick            
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Question of the Week: 
Fifth Sunday of Lent 

 

Breaking Open the Word 
Suggested faith sharing text: Today’s Gospel 
 
Step One: Listen to the Word 
As you hear this reading, what words or 
phrases strike you? What in this reading touch-
es your heart? What image of faith does this 
reading give you? 

 

Step Two: Look into Your Life 
Question for Children: Name one thing you 
can do or stop doing that will help you have a 
better friendship with Jesus. 
 

Question for Youth: Sometimes one thing 
needs to die in order for something new to be 
born. When have you experienced this in your 
own life? What do you need to let go of now 
for something new to grow? 

 

Question for Adults: Name one area in your 
life that you need to let go of, to die to, in order 
to rise with new life. 

Readings for the week of March 18, 2018 

 
Sunday:  Jer 31:31-34; Ps 51:3-4, 12-13,  
  14-15; Heb 5:7-9; Jn 12:20-33  
Monday: 2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16;  
  Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27 and 29; Rom 4:13, 
  16-18, 22; Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24a or  
  Lk 2:41-51a 
Tuesday: Nm 21:4-9; Ps 102:2-3, 16-18m  
  19-21; Jn 8:21-30 
Wednesday: Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95; Dn 3:52, 53, 
  54, 55, 56; Jn 8:31-42 
Thursday: Gn 17:3-9; Ps 105:4-5, 6-7, 8-9:  
  Jn 8:51-59 
Friday:  Jer 20:10-13; Ps 18:2-3a, 3bc-4, 5-6,  
  7; Jn 10:31-42 
Saturday: Ez 37:21-28; Jer 31:10, 11-12abcd,  
  13; Jn 11:45-56 
Next Sunday: Mk 11:1-10 or Jn 12:12-16  
  (procession); Is 50:4-7; Ps 22:8-9,  
  17-18, 19-20, 23-24; Phil 2:6-11;  
  Mk 14:1 — 15:47 or Mk 15:1-39 

 

Thursday, March 22 
Lenten Weekday 
  

12:10 pm:  Intention of the Presider 
7:00 pm: Parish Penance Service 

Friday, March 23 
Lenten Weekday 
  

6:30 am:  People of the Parish 

 

Saturday, March 24 
Vigil, Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion 
  

4:00 pm:  Margie Sullivan 

Sunday, March 25 
Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion 
  

9:00 am:  John and Anne Conlon 
11:00 am:  Ryan Delaney 
5:00 pm: Confirmation Candidates 

 

 

Wednesday, March 21 
Lenten Weekday 
  

6:00 pm:  Intention of the Presider 
6:30-8:00 pm: Light Is On For You  

 

Tuesday, March 20 
Lenten Weekday 
  

5:30 pm:  Intention of the Presider 

 

Monday, March 19 
Solemnity of Saint Joseph 
  

4:00 pm:  Intention of the Presider 

 

 

Saturday, March 17 
Vigil, Fifth Sunday of Lent 
  

4:00 pm:  Evelyn MacDonald and  
      Cosmo Fedele 

Sunday, March 18 
Fifth Sunday of Lent 
  

9:00 am:  Intention of the Presider 
11:00 am:  Mary and Gerard Conway 
5:00 pm: Confirmation Candidates 
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Penance Service 
Thursday, March 22 
7:00 pm 

Please plan to join us this week for a Lenten Parish 
Penance Serviceðeven if youôre not sure youôre ready 
for individual confession. And if you are ready, Fr. Rick, 
Fr. Paul Caron, Bishop Hennessey, and Fr. Erick Ber-
relleza will be on hand to hear individual confessions.  

Lenten Gospel Giving 

  
THIS WEEK 

Fifth Sunday of Lent—March 17/18 

  
  

"Unless a grain of wheat falls to the 
ground and dies, it remains just  

a grain of wheat; but if it dies, it pro-
duces much fruit. (John 12:20-33) 

 

Wheatïplease bring a box of PASTA 
or CEREAL for Neighbors in Need. 

 
NEXT WEEK 

Palm Sunday of the Lordôs Passion—March 24/25 
 

“Many people spread their cloaks on the road…”  
(Mark 11:8);  

 

“And when they had mocked him, they stripped him of 
the purple cloak, dressed him in his own clothes, and led 

him out to crucify him.” (Mark 15:20) 
 

Clothesïplease bring a new or 
gently used menôs or womenôs 

SHIRT or SWEATSHIRT for the 
International Institute of New 
England in Lowell, helping local 
refugees and immigrants. 

  

 St. Robert Bellarmine 
Womenõs Group 

Meeting this Week 
 
   

Stations of the Cross 
Tuesday, March 20, 7:00 pm, Church 

 

Please join us this coming Tuesday as we gather to pray 
the Stations of the Cross. For more information about 
the Womenôs Group, please contact Jean Tornatore at 
jeantorn@verizon.net. 

 

&ÒÉÄÁÙȟ -ÁÒÃÈ ΤΥȟ $ÒÉÓÃÏÌÌ (ÁÌÌ 

 

3ÅÒÖÉÎÇ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÏÕÓÌÙ  
ÆÒÏÍ ΧȡΥΡ-ΩȡΡΡ ÐÍɂ 
ÃÏÍÅ ×ÈÅÎ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÁÂÌÅȦ 

 

&ÉÓÈ Ǫ #ÈÉÐÓ 
/ÎÉÏÎ 2ÉÎÇÓ 
#ÏÌÅ 3ÌÁ× 

#ÌÁÍ #ÈÏ×ÄÅÒ 
2ÏÌÌÓ 
#ÏÏËÉÅÓ 

#ÈÅÅÓÅ 0ÉÚÚÁ ÁÌÓÏ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ 

 

!ÄÕÌÔÓ ΏΣΤ Ƞ ΣΤ Ǫ ÕÎÄÅÒ ΏΨ 
&ÁÍÉÌÙ #ÁÐ ΏΥΧ 

 

2360 ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 0ÁÒÉÓÈ /ÆÆÉÃÅ ÁÔ  
ίέή-άήΩ-ήίΨΨ ÏÒ ÉÂÏÎÎÅÒΆÃÏÍÃÁÓÔȢÎÅÔȢ 

,ÁÓÔ ,ÅÎÔÅÎ ÆÉÓÈ ÄÉÎÎÅÒ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȦȦ 

Easter Collection 2018 
Clergy Health and Retirement Trust 

 

This Easter, our parish collection will benefit the Clergy 
Health and Retirement Trust, which cares for the needs 
of our 590 priests. Our priests are always there for us; 
they share Christôs good news, perform good works, and 
build communities of good faith. All are welcome to learn 
more and make a gift online at clergytrust.org. And donôt 
forget to find and follow the Trust on Facebook by 
searching ñ@ClergyTrust.ò Thank you in advance for 
your prayers and support. 
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SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR NEXT WEEK: 
PALM SUNDAY OF THE LORDôS PASSION 

 
At the Procession with Palms 
 

+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark 11:1-10 
 

When Jesus and his disciples drew near to Jerusalem, to Bethphage and Bethany at the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his 
disciples and said to them, ñGo into the village opposite you, and immediately on entering it, you will find a colt tethered on 
which no one has ever sat. Untie it and bring it here. If anyone should say to you, óWhy are you doing this?ô reply, óThe Master 
has need of it and will send it back here at once.ôò So they went off and found a colt tethered at a gate outside on the street, 
and they untied it. Some of the bystanders said to them, ñWhat are you doing, untying the colt?ò They answered them just as 
Jesus had told them to, and they permitted them to do it. So they brought the colt to Jesus and put their cloaks over it. And he 
sat on it. Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut from the fields. 
Those preceding him as well as those following kept crying out: ñHosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Blessed is the kingdom of our father David that is to come! Hosanna in the highest!ò The Gospel of the Lord. 
 
At The Mass 
 

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah 50:4-7 
 

The Lord GOD has given me a well-trained tongue, that I might know how to speak to the weary a word that will rouse them. 
Morning after morning he opens my ear that I may hear; and I have not rebelled, have not turned back. I gave my back to those 
who beat me, my cheeks to those who plucked my beard; my face I did not shield from buffets and spitting. The Lord GOD is my 
help, therefore I am not disgraced; I have set my face like flint, knowing that I shall not be put to shame. 
 

A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Philippians 2:6-11 
 

Christ Jesus, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God something to be grasped. Rather, he emptied 
himself, taking the form of a slave, coming in human likeness; and found human in appearance, he humbled himself, becoming 
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. Because of this, God greatly exalted him and bestowed on him the name 
which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, of those in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 

The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark 14:1-15:47 
 

The Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread were to take place in two days time. So the chief priests and the scribes were 
seeking a way to arrest him by treachery and put him to death. They said, Not during the festival, for fear that there may be a 
riot among the people. 
 

When he was in Bethany reclining at table in the house of Simon the leper, a woman came with an alabaster jar of perfumed oil, 
costly genuine spikenard. She broke the alabaster jar and poured it on his head. There were some who were indignant. Why 
has there been this waste of perfumed oil? It could have been sold for more than three hundred days wages and the money 
given to the poor. They were infuriated with her. Jesus said, Let her alone. Why do you make trouble for her? She has done a 
good thing for me. The poor you will always have with you, and whenever you wish you can do good to them, but you will not 
always have me. She has done what she could. She has anticipated anointing my body for burial. Amen, I say to you, wherever 
the gospel is proclaimed to the whole world, what she has done will be told in memory of her. 
 

Then Judas Iscariot, one of the Twelve, went off to the chief priests to hand him over to them. When they heard him they were 
pleased and promised to pay him money. Then he looked for an opportunity to hand him over. 
 

On the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, when they sacrificed the Passover lamb, his disciples said to him, Where do 
you want us to go and prepare for you to eat the Passover? He sent two of his disciples and said to them, Go into the city and a 
man will meet you, carrying a jar of water. Follow him. Wherever he enters, say to the master of the house, The Teacher says, 
Where is my guest room where I may eat the Passover with my disciples? Then he will show you a large upper room furnished  
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(Palm Sunday Gospel reading, continued from previous page) 
 
and ready. Make the preparations for us there. The disciples then went off, entered the city, and found it just as he had told them; 
and they prepared the Passover. 
 

When it was evening, he came with the Twelve. And as they reclined at table and were eating, Jesus said, Amen, I say to you, one of 
you will betray me, one who is eating with me. They began to be distressed and to say to him, one by one, Surely it is not I? He said 
to them, One of the Twelve, the one who dips with me into the dish. For the Son of Man indeed goes, as it is written of him, but woe 
to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed. It would be better for that man if he had never been born. 
 

While they were eating, he took bread, said the blessing, broke it, and gave it to them, and said, Take it; this is my body. Then he 
took a cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, and they all drank from it. He said to them, This is my blood of the covenant, which will 
be shed for many. Amen, I say to you, I shall not drink again the fruit of the vine until the day when I drink it new in the kingdom of 
God. Then, after singing a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 
 

Then Jesus said to them, All of you will have your faith shaken, for it is written: I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be dis-
persed. But after I have been raised up, I shall go before you to Galilee. Peter said to him, Even though all should have their faith 
shaken, mine will not be. Then Jesus said to him, Amen, I say to you, this very night before the cock crows twice you will deny me 
three times. But he vehemently replied, Even though I should have to die with you, I will not deny you. And they all spoke similarly. 
Then they came to a place named Gethsemane, and he said to his disciples, Sit here while I pray. He took with him Peter, James, 
and John, and began to be troubled and distressed. Then he said to them, My soul is sorrowful even to death. Remain here and keep 
watch. He advanced a little and fell to the ground and prayed that if it were possible the hour might pass by him; he said, Abba, Fa-
ther, all things are possible to you. Take this cup away from me, but not what I will but what you will. When he returned he found 
them asleep. He said to Peter, Simon, are you asleep? Could you not keep watch for one hour? Watch and pray that you may not 
undergo the test. The spirit is willing but the flesh is weak. Withdrawing again, he prayed, saying the same thing. Then he returned 
once more and found them asleep, for they could not keep their eyes open and did not know what to answer him. He returned a third 
time and said to them, Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? It is enough. The hour has come. Behold, the Son of Man is to be 
handed over to sinners. Get up, let us go. See, my betrayer is at hand. 
 

Then, while he was still speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, arrived, accompanied by a crowd with swords and clubs who had come 
from the chief priests, the scribes, and the elders. His betrayer had arranged a signal with them, saying, The man I shall kiss is the 
one; arrest him and lead him away securely. He came and immediately went over to him and said, Rabbi. And he kissed him. At this 
they laid hands on him and arrested him. One of the bystanders drew his sword, struck the high priests servant, and cut off his ear. 
Jesus said to them in reply, Have you come out as against a robber, with swords and clubs, to seize me? Day after day I was with 
you teaching in the temple area, yet you did not arrest me; but that the Scriptures may be fulfilled. And they all left him and fled. Now 
a young man followed him wearing nothing but a linen cloth about his body. They seized him, but he left the cloth behind and ran off 
naked. 
 

They led Jesus away to the high priest, and all the chief priests and the elders and the scribes came together. Peter followed him at a 
distance into the high priests courtyard and was seated with the guards, warming himself at the fire. The chief priests and the entire 
Sanhedrin kept trying to obtain testimony against Jesus in order to put him to death, but they found none. Many gave false witness 
against him, but their testimony did not agree. Some took the stand and testified falsely against him, alleging, We heard him say, I 
will destroy this temple made with hands and within three days I will build another not made with hands. Even so their testimony did 
not agree. The high priest rose before the assembly and questioned Jesus, saying, Have you no answer? What are these men testi-
fying against you? But he was silent and answered nothing. Again the high priest asked him and said to him, Are you the Christ, the 
son of the Blessed One? Then Jesus answered, I am; and you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of the Power and 
coming with the clouds of heaven. At that the high priest tore his garments and said, What further need have we of witnesses? You 
have heard the blasphemy. What do you think? They all condemned him as deserving to die. Some began to spit on him. They blind-
folded him and struck him and said to him, Prophesy! And the guards greeted him with blows. 
 

While Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the high priests maids came along. Seeing Peter warming himself, she looked intently 
at him and said, You too were with the Nazarene, Jesus. But he denied it saying, I neither know nor understand what you are talking 
about. So he went out into the outer court. Then the cock crowed. The maid saw him and began again to say to the bystanders, This 
man is one of them. Once again he denied it. A little later the bystanders said to Peter once more, Surely you are one of them; for 
you too are a Galilean. He began to curse and to swear, I do not know this man about whom you are talking. And immediately a cock 



9                                                                                                   918  

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 

(conclusion of Palm Sunday Gospel reading, continued from previous page) 
 
crowed a second time. Then Peter remembered the word that Jesus had said to him, Before the cock crows twice you will deny me 
three times. He broke down and wept. 
 

As soon as morning came, the chief priests with the elders and the scribes, that is, the whole Sanhedrin held a council. They bound 
Jesus, led him away, and handed him over to Pilate. Pilate questioned him, Are you the king of the Jews? He said to him in reply, 
You say so. The chief priests accused him of many things. Again Pilate questioned him, Have you no answer? See how many things 
they accuse you of. Jesus gave him no further answer, so that Pilate was amazed. 
 

Now on the occasion of the feast he used to release to them one prisoner whom they requested. A man called Barabbas was then in 
prison along with the rebels who had committed murder in a rebellion. The crowd came forward and began to ask him to do for them 
as he was accustomed. Pilate answered, Do you want me to release to you the king of the Jews? For he knew that it was out of envy 
that the chief priests had handed him over. But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have him release Barabbas for them instead. 
Pilate again said to them in reply, Then what do you want me to do with the man you call the king of the Jews? They shouted again, 
Crucify him. Pilate said to them, Why?  What evil has he done? They only shouted the louder, Crucify him. So Pilate, wishing to satis-
fy the crowd, released Barabbas to them and, after he had Jesus scourged, handed him over to be crucified. 
 

The soldiers led him away inside the palace, that is, the praetorium, and assembled the whole cohort. They clothed him in purple 
and, weaving a crown of thorns, placed it on him. They began to salute him with, Hail, King of the Jews! and kept striking his head 
with a reed and spitting upon him. They knelt before him in homage. And when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the purple 
cloak, dressed him in his own clothes, and led him out to crucify him. 
 

They pressed into service a passer-by, Simon, a Cyrenian, who was coming in from the country, the father of Alexander and Unus, to 
carry his cross. 
 

They brought him to the place of Golgothaðwhich is translated Place of the SkullðThey gave him wine drugged with myrrh, but he 
did not take it. Then they crucified him and divided his garments by casting lots for them to see what each should take. It was nine 
o'clock in the morning when they crucified him. The inscription of the charge against him read, The King of the Jews. With him they 
crucified two revolutionaries, one on his right and one on his left. Those passing by reviled him, shaking their heads and saying, Aha! 
You who would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, save yourself by coming down from the cross. Likewise the chief 
priests, with the scribes, mocked him among themselves and said, He saved others; he cannot save himself. Let the Christ, the King 
of Israel, come down now from the cross that we may see and believe. Those who were crucified with him also kept abusing him. 
 

At noon darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. And at three oôclock Jesus cried out in a loud voice, Eloi, 
Eloi, lema sabachthani? which is translated, My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Some of the bystanders who heard it 
said, Look, he is calling Elijah. One of them ran, soaked a sponge with wine, put it on a reed and gave it to him to drink saying, Wait, 
let us see if Elijah comes to take him down. Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last. 
 

Here all kneel and pause for a short time. 
 

The veil of the sanctuary was torn in two from top to bottom. When the centurion who stood facing him saw how he breathed his last 
he said, Truly this man was the Son of God! There were also women looking on from a distance. Among them were Mary Magda-
lene, Mary the mother of the younger James and of Joses, and Salome. These women had followed him when he was in Galilee and 
ministered to him. There were also many other women who had come up with him to Jerusalem. 
 

When it was already evening, since it was the day of preparation, the day before the sabbath, Joseph of Arimathea, a distinguished 
member of the council, who was himself awaiting the kingdom of God, came and courageously went to Pilate and asked for the body 
of Jesus. Pilate was amazed that he was already dead. He summoned the centurion and asked him if Jesus had already died. And 
when he learned of it from the centurion, he gave the body to Joseph. Having bought a linen cloth, he took him down, wrapped him in 
the linen cloth, and laid him in a tomb that had been hewn out of the rock. Then he rolled a stone against the entrance to the tomb. 
Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses watched where he was laid. 
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